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ROOPINDER SINGH

The most read columnist of
India is no more. Khushwant
Singh’s columns were pub-
lished in many newspapers,
including ‘The Tribune’.
They were translated into
many languages and provid-
ed Indians with a window in
which they saw the world
through the eyes of the long-
time resident of Sujan Singh
Park in New Delhi.

Sujan Singh Park is named
after his grandfather and it is
there that the grand old man
of Indian literature passed
away in the wee hours of the
morning on Thursday. He
was 99. Khushwant Singh
was a scholar of no mean
accomplishments. He made
his mark early with his two-
volume ‘A History of the
Sikhs’. His translation of
scriptures was published by
UNESCO. The literary world
celebrated his “Train to Pak-
istan’. A prolific writer, he
wrote over 80 books and
edited ‘The Illustrated
Weekly of India’ and the
‘Hindustan Times’.

For millions of newspaper
readers, Khushwant Singh
was the man who brought
them a slice of life with some
brutally honest observations
about people and events in
his weekly columns ‘This
Above All’ and ‘With Malice
Towards One and All’. And
yes! Lovely ladies flocked to
him, and he enjoyed their
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Khushwant Singh

All that | hope for is that when death comes to me, it comes swiftly, without much pain, like fading away in sound slumber.
Till then, I'll keep working and living each day as it comes, he wrote in the book ‘Absolute Khushwant: The Low-Down on Life,
Death and Most Things In-Between’ in 2010. His wish was realised

Above all, there was malice to none

Khushwant Singh at his cottage in Kasauli. TRIBUNE PHOTO: ROOPINDER SINGH

company, especially if they
had a drink with him. He was
honest in his writing, and
spared no one.

What a man he was!
Tremendously disciplined in
his writings, stuck to his dai-
ly schedule and took pride in
not missing deadlines. Yet he
was careless about his
appearance, with his mother
once chiding him: “Now that
you have become famous,
you think that you can go out
without wearing your turban,
just sporting a ‘patka’!”

He studied at the best col-
leges in the country and

abroad — St. Stephens Col-
lege, Delhi; Government Col-
lege, Lahore and King’s Col-
lege, London. His father
wanted him to be a lawyer.
Khushwant Singh tried, but
spent most of his time in
Lahore, with writers and oth-
er creative people, rather
than on his law practice.
After Partition, he moved to
New Delhi and away from law.
His father, Sir Sobha Singh,
was one of the major contrac-
tors who had built the city.
His short story ‘Mano
Majra’ was awarded a $1,000
prize by Grove Press. It later

became the famous novel,
‘Train to Pakistan’ (1956),
and launched him as a cre-
ative writer. It took just one
meeting with Singh to
realise that the impression
one had of him through his
columns was wrong. At the
house of Raj Gill, a journal-
ist, he started talking about
education in America. It was
later that one found out that
he had taught at the univer-
sities of Rochester, Princeton
and Hawaii. Yes, the colum-
nist had much more depth
and knowledge than his
columns reflected.

WHAT A MAN!

What a man he was!
Tremendously disciplined in
his writings, stuck to his dai-
ly schedule and took pride
in not missing deadlines.
Yet he was careless about
his appearance, with his
mother once chiding him:
“Now that you have
become famous, you think
that you can go out without
wearing your turban, just
sporting a ‘patka’!”

He carried his scholarship
lightly and loved puncturing
the pompous with wit and
satire that was always honest,
often biting but seldom offen-

sive. Yet they all came to call-
ing on him, the rich and pow-
erful. He wrote early in the
morning, in long hand, on reg-
isters, and retired to Kasauli in
summers. Once, after engag-
ing in a discussion on some
spiritual verses, he veered off to
narrate some limericks, rea-
sonably naughty ones. That
was him. Irreverence was nev-
er far from whatever he did.

Khushwant Singh was a
family man, utterly devoted to
his wife Kanval and children
Rahul and Mala. He lost Kan-
val to Alzheimer’s in 2002.
Rahul and Mala looked after
himin thelater years of his life.

Khushwant Singh was hon-
oured by many universities,
including Panjab University
and King’s College recently.
A vocal critic of Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale, he protested
against Operation Bluestar
by returning the Padma
Bhushan. However, he did
accept the Padma Vibhushan
in 2007. Housebound towards
the end, he met people spar-
ingly, even as he continued to
write. It is only befitting that
ink continued to flow from
his pen till the very last. He
will write no longer, but his
writings will live on. At his
cottage in Kasauli, which
will never host him again,
hangs a quote from Shake-
speare’s ‘Hamlet’ that
sums up his life and writing:
“This above all — to thine
own self be true; And it must
follow, as the night the day;
Thou canst not then be false
to any man. Farewell.”

Being honoured by Punjab CM Parkash Singh Badal.

At an exhibition of cartoons by Satwant Singh.

With Sharda Kaushik who co-authored a book with him.

Long innings as a storyteller

VANDANA SHUKLA

Journalists rarely earn
longevity with their writ-
ings, the kind Khushwant
Singh earned. The daily,
weekly or quarterly
remains relevant only till
the next issue hits the
stands. But a few excep-
tions change this rule.

It required Khushwant
Singh's unique skill — of
being prolific and yet never
allowing his writings to be
irrelevant — to strike that a
rare balance that makes
journalistic writing mature
into literature.

No wonder, retirement
never knocked at his
apartment door that had
this written on it, "Please
do not ring the bell unless
you are expected."

No condom was invented
for his pen, as he famously
claimed. This made his read-
ers receive a rich supply of
novels, memoirs, collections
of essays, short stories and
even well-researched history
books on the Sikhs.

In a market where genres
are invented to get fresh
readership, Khushwant
Singh remained a delight for
his publishers — his books
sold well and were translated
into other languages.

As is with most literary
works, only few survive the
vagaries of time to remain
historically significant. Of
all the literary works of
Khushwant Singh, ‘Train

Prolific, yet relevant

B No condom was invented for
his pen, as he famously
claimed. This made his read-
ers receive a rich supply of
novels, memoirs, collections
of essays, short stories and
even well-researched history
books on the Sikhs

B |n a market where genres are
invented to get fresh reader-
ship, Khushwant Singh
remained a delight for his
publishers — his books sold
well and were translated into
other languages

to Pakistan’ will be read
with admiration for its lay-
ered themes of love, loyalty
and the horrors of parti-
tioning a land, claimed by
diverse communities for all
times to come.

Journalists are accused of
recording history in a hurry,

but Khushwant Singh's
first-hand experience of wit-
nessing this bloody chapter
of history rendered a kind of
immediacy and passion that
is found rarely in the works
produced on this theme.

The pulsating life of a Pun-
jabvillage Mano Majra, close
to the border where Rad-
cliffe had drawn a line, a
local money-lender was mur-
dered. Khushwant weaves
many characters in this
backdrop to tell a tale of trust
and betrayal, and above all,
of redeeming humanism.

The village gangster
Juggut Singh and his raw
passion for the Muslim
weaver's daughter, the cow-
ardly Igbal Singh with his
ambiguous identity and
jingoistic communism, the
corrupt magistrate with his
circumstantial humanism
for the nautch girl on a sul-
try pre-monsoon day are
sketched with such realis-
tic details that they ring a
bell across cultures. The
conflicts of loyalty are root-
ed in values that carry a
universal appeal.

‘Train to Pakistan’ was
published soon after Parti-
tion (in 1956) and was
accused of lacking objectivi-
ty required for treating such
a complex theme. As it
turned out, the close proxim-
ity of the writer to the event
and its characters became
the strength of this novel. It
was turned into a film by
Pamela Rooks in 1998.

Flag marked his arrival

AMBIKA SHARMA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
KASAULI, MARCH 20
Gloom descended on the can-
tonment town of Kasauli as
news of the death of noted
journalist and author Khush-
want Singh (99) in Delhi
spread here this afternoon.
He had first visited this
town as a schoolboy in the
1920s when his father got a
contract to build Pasteur
Institute, now the Central
Research Institute.
In 1948, his father-in-law Sir
Teja Singh Malik bought Raj

Indiahaslosta

superbauthor,
says Lord Paul

LONDON, MARCH 20
Leading NRI industrialist
Lord Swraj Paul today
expressed grief over the
death of Khushwant Singh,
saying India has lost a true
stalwart and a superb author.
"In the death of Khushwant
ji, we have lost a true stalwart
of India and a superb author
and journalist. He was one of
the greatest Indian nationals
we have seen," Paul said.
"Khushwant ji led a very
illustrious and distinguished
life and I learn that he wrote
his last column only two
weeks ago. With almost 100
books to his name and
countless pieces in the press,
he has left a remarkable
legacy," he said. — PTI

b

Raj Villa in Kasauli.

Villa, his present sojourn, for
Rs 13,000. Khushwant
Singh’s wife inherited the
house and from that time, he
had been visiting Kasauli
twice or thrice a year. But for
the past several years, his

' to hill town

falling health has kept him
away from the town.

Khushwant Singh’s arrival
in the town used to be
marked by a fish flag which
he displayed atop his house
as a gesture to meet people.

It had an interesting histo-
ry, dating back to his stay at
Japan University where it
was a tradition to display a
huge nylon fish flag symbol-
ising courage by families who
had sons on the occasion of
“Boys Day.” On his return to
India, he brought two such
flags with him.

The writer’s mortal remains being taken for cremation in
New Delhi on Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MUKESH AGGARWAL

GRAND OLD LORD OF FINE PRINT

66Singh was a gifted
author, a candid
commentator and a dear
friend who lived a truly
creative life.99

Dr Manmohan Singh, PM

66A prolific writer who
made his mark in
literature as well as
journalism, Khushwant
Singh will be remembered
for his sharp insight,
unique wit and sense of
humour.®

Pranab Mukherjee, PRESIDENT

66My condolences onthe
passing away of noted
author Khushwant Singh.
May his soul rest in peace.®®
Narendra Modi, BJP LEADER

661 have unreserved
gratitude for him. | was a
20yearoldina
newspaper and he really
picked us up from
nothing. He gave us
opportunities which were
undreamt of for any young
person wanting to do
anything.%®

MJ Akbar, NOTED JOURNALIST

66 Candour humour and
single malts, that's what
you brought to us... may
you find it wherever you
are. Will miss you
Khushi uncle.®®
Tisca Chopra, ACTOR &
KHUSHWANT'S GRAND-NIECE

66He had his regular peg
of whiskey Wednesday
night, read a book, solved
crossword in the morning
and passed away within
minutes. The sad part is
he could not complete his
'100' which was just 11
months away. %9

Rahul Singh, KHUSHWANT'S SON

66He was my professor at
Law College in Lahore. | have
alwaysseenhimasa
legendary icon. It's a big loss
tothe literary world as well.
His account of Sikhs was one
ofthe most credible texts
available onthe subject.#®
Kuldeep Nayar, JOURNALIST-AUTHOR

66His contribution to
Sikh issues will always
be remembered. His
book ‘A History of the
Sikhs’ will forever remain
the most popular
reference point for Sikh
historical studies.®®

PS Badal, punas cm

66The country has lost a
great writerand a
journalist. He was one of
the very few pioneers of
Indian writing in English.®®
Capt Amarinder Singh, CONGRESS LEADER

66Khushwant Singh. End
of an era. Only KS could
say ‘There's no condom
for a pen. And prove it!'9®
Shobhaa De, WRITER
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Interfaith needs sattvzk SPONSOrs
“We have always looked upon Sikhism as a separate religion”

by Roopinder Singh
A POLITICALI leader and a former
diplomat, Dr Karan Singh is pri-
marily a scholar who is equally at
ease expounding on the Vedanta and
the Upnishads, or talking about the
luminaries of quantum mechanics. In
fact, he sees parallels between the
two. For many years, he has been the
Global Chairman of The Temple of
Understanding, a world-wide inter-
faith organisation with headquarters
in New York. The former Sadr-e-
Riyasat of Kashmir was in
Chandigarh recently; to launch the
local chapter of the organisation.

How long have you been involved
with interfaith activities?

I have been involved for over 30
years. The Temple of Understanding
was set up in 1960. 1 have always
been interested in interfaith issues
because 1 am a born Hindu, in a
Muslim-majority state — we were
also worshipping at Muslim shrines
since childhood. Our family owes its

. rise to Maharaja Ranjit Singh, and
' our connection with the Sikh Darbor

and the Darbar Sahib (Golden
Temple) was also very deep. We
were told from childhood that respect
which you give to your own temples
is the respect that you should give to
the ciarats and the Darbar Szhib. |
was  educated in  Christian
schools...so in a way. interfaith is
built into my life and 1 was always
interested in Vedanta. Now, Vedunta
is that aspect of Hinduism which is
very universal. It fits in very well
with the interfaith movement,

I have been attending conferences
and meetings the world over for the
past 30 years. | have been the chair-
man of The Temple of
Understanding for many years. We
have opened an India chapter, which
has centres in various cities. The the-
ory behind the interfaith movement
is to bring together representatives of
various religions in a creative dia-
logue. We are not seeking a debate
on the merits of the religions; we are
far from the notion of no religion or
syncretic religion. What we are aim-
ing at is that people should look into
their own religious traditions and try
and find those elements, aspects, and
concepts that are conducive to har-
mony, because in most religions you

can find both types of concepts —
love, harmony and brotherliness and
those of opposition, disharmony and
hatred. In global society now there is
no altemative but to move to an inter-
faith pattern.

What do you think about the
recent controversy over the RSS
calling Sikhism part of Hinduism?

We have always looked upon
Sikhism as a separate religion.
Certainly Hinduism has been the pre-
dominant religion, both chronologi-
cally and demographically, but the
religions that have emerged —
Jainism, Buddhism and Sikhism —
are independent religions. There may
be many factors in common, but, it
would be wrong to say that one reli-
gion is part of another.

What has been the response to
the interfaith movement in India?

I must admit that it still has not
caught on in a big way. Crores of
rupees are spent — people build tem-
ples, gurdwaras, mosques -—, which
is very good. I am all for it, I have
built temples myself, but interfaith is
nobody’s baby. So nobody feels
called upon to sponsor the interfaith
movement. Nonetheless, the theory
of interfaith is in a way built into our
Constitution. Although, 1 feel that
secularism has been somewhat mis-
interpreted as being dismissive of
religion, which it certainly is not and
cannot be in this nation. India is a
deeply religious country and, there-
fore, secularism can only mean equal
respect tor all religions and not equal
neglect of all rnlngmns Basically the
interfaith movement is in line with
our Constitution and our tradition.
However, as a movement, I am afraid
that it is still in its infancy.

Does it have takers only among

the intellectual classes or has it
been able to involve the masses?
So far, more or Jess. it has been
accepted among  the intellectual
classes. We do have public meetings,
antar dharma sammelans, etc. where
religious leaders talk about intertaith.
Our meetings can be of intellectuals
or the elite, but for the concept to
click with the masses, we need to go
through religious leaders, because
otherwise it becomes an elitist move-
ment and one is keep talking o the
converted all the time. Our strategy is
to try and get on our side those reli-

gious leaders who teach love and
brotherhood.

Which religious leaders have
been associated with the move-
ment?

Around the world, we have had
many, but in India, we have the Dalai
Lama and Sant Baba Waryam Singh,
Baba Virsa Singh and Swami
Agnivesh. I am not a religious leader,
but I have become some kind of a
ubiquitous presence (laughs). I speak
on the Ved, and the Upanish.

Where has the interfaith move-

o

Religions Initiative, the Parliament
of World Religions _group in
Chicago, and The Temple of
Understanding.

Is there any coordination among
them?

Occasionally, during these big con-
ferences, there is coordination. The
work, however, is so massive that it
is more important that everyone
works in the same direction rather
than .putting everybody under the
same umbrella.

What is your agenda for the 21st

ment been most active?

In the USA. We have held spiritual
summits in New York, Oxford,
Moscow, the  Second  World
Religious Conference in Chicago,
and the Third World Religious
Parliament in Cape Town. It is really
a worldwide movement. There are
five or six major organisations. There
is the International Association for
Religious Freedom. the World
Council for Religions, the United

Dr Karan Singh

century?

In the 20th century, there were two
major ideologies that were against
religion. One was Marxism; and the
other was the liberal dismnisshl of reli-
gion.

Marxism was clearly anti-religious.
When my wife and I went to
Moscow at Soviet Union General
Secretary Nikita Khrushchev's invi-
tation in 1959, he gave a small dinner
party for us at the Kremlin—about

12 persons. I asked him: “Mr
General Secretary, is it possible in the
Soviet Union to be a believer as well
as a member of the Communist
Party?” He said: “No. For us, athe-
ism is an essential tenet. We respect
religious.beliefs, but to be a member
of the Communist Party, you have
got to be an atheist. Marxism-
Leninism ruled for 70 years — near-
ly three generations — and yet, after
it fell, the upsurge of religion in
Russia is unbelievable — the church-
es are overflowing ever since.

Describing religion as a sociologi-

cal freedom — saying that when peo-
ple get economically better, they
would forget all about religion —
was the other approach towards dis-
missing religion that also failed in
our own lifetime.

You see for yourself. Whenever a
village gets prosperous, what hap-
pens? The first thing that they want is
either a temple, a gurdwara, a
mosque or a church. This is a natural
instinct. When our people go abroad,
the first thing they do after they have
settled down, weather it is in San
Francisco or New York, is to build a
temple or a gurdwara.

Reiigion has turned out to be much
more abiding than either Marxist or
liberal thought. Now we have 0
rethink. The Indian inteligentia has
either been against religion or dis-
missed it. It was unfashionable to talk
about it. Religion has gone into the
hands of people who do not sub-
scribe to the interfaith doctrine, and,
therefore, we have to recapture reli-
gion for the broader good of human-

_ ity. That is broadly our a.genda tor the

21st century.

How does that agenda fit in with
the information technology revolu-
tion?

1t fits in very well, because through
informaticn technology you can put
ideas across instantaneously. The
Interfaith movement still doesn’t
have sponsors. I am not sure that the
cola manufacturers would be as
interested in interfaith as they are in
cricket for example, but if we can get
sponsors, sattvik (endowed with the
quality of purity and goodness, virtu-
ous, righteous) sponsors, not those
associated with tobacco, or alcohol
or guns, we could build interfaith
programmes that could get across the

world. In fact, that is one of the
things that I am going to explore.
There are dharmik serials, there are
Hindu, Sikh, Muslim serials, where
are the interfaith serials?” We won’t
have them unless somebody spon-
sors an interfaith serial! This we have
still not been able to have as yet, but
we can use the tremendous power of
the Internet for positive purposes.

For the West, especially, there
has often been a dichotomy of sci-
-entific temper and religion. How
would you react to that?

Originally, science and religion
began together, thousands of years
ago, 'whether it is ayurveda or alche-
my. Then they seemed to diverge and
with the Newtonian, Cartesian,
Marxijan materialist view of matter. it
seemed that they were at two oppo-
site poles. However, after Albert
Einstein’s revolution, after Werner
Heisenberg, with quantum mechan-
ics, with sub-atomic physics, with
extra-galactic cosmology, even the
great scientists (whether Albert
Einstein, Neils Bohrs, Heisenberg,
Carl Sagan or Stephen Hawkins)
seem to feel that reality is not what
they thought it to be. In other words,
when you ultimately go into reality.
into matter, it vanishes into energy.

Now the basic premise of the
Upanishads is “ishaavaasvam syam
idam sarvan”, that everything that
exists is pervaded by the same spirit.
I am not trying to make an absolute
parallelism, but many of the insights
of new science and new cosmology
are beginning to converge with the
insights of the mystics of the great
religions: not the theologians but the
mystics.

Ultimately, religion has to revolve
around consciousness. Whatever you
may believe, whatever you may do,
unless it ransmutes your conscious-
ness it -becomes u meaningless
action. The concept of our all-per-
vading consciousness of which we
partake as sears is beginning to
come. There is a principle that the act
of consciousness itself changes the
nature of the particle, it’s either a par-
ticle or a wave and so on.

Any interesting books on this
subject?

There are many interesting. fasci-
nating books now, like the Tao of
Physics (by Fritjof Capra. who has

done research in theoretical high-
energy physics at the University of
Paris; the University of California;
Stanford University; and Imperial
College, London. He holds a Ph.D.
from the University of Vienna and
explores his own field and the
ancient tenets of religions, discover-
ing parallels in their paths towards
truth. In non-technical language. he
presents the concepts and theories of
maodern physics in a humanistic view
of the universe.) and God and the
New Physics (by Paul Davies, who
held  academic  appointments  at
Cambridge and London Universities,
the University of Newcastle-upon-
Tyne. and The University of
Adelaide. Australia). In the book, he
says that science may now be on the
verge of answering age-old questions
of how the world began and how will
it end. Davies contends that far-
reaching discoveries of new physics
are revolutionising our view of the
world and. in particular, throwing
light on many of the guestions for-
merly posed by religion. Science,
Davies belicves. has come of age.
and offers an alternative path w0
God).

So, is there a convergence
between science and religion?

These books are rying to show that
there 1s @ convergence between sci-
ence and religion. You have the
Internet and an increasing readisation,
even amongst the great scientists that
ultimately reality is something which
is involved in consciousness and that
our own participation in the act of
cognition Is i tselt o creative act,
that we are adl windows. as it were., to
the divine. This sort of ideas can be
furthered.

We hine to look at comparative
philosophices. and in fuct we should

make  the  Indian Institute  of
Advanced Studies mto a
Radhakrishnan [nstitute of

Comparative  Philosophy  and
Religion, instead of having « gener-
al higher studies institute. 1 had
made this suggesuon carlier. but 1t
fell on deaf cars. 1 owould like 1o
reiterate that suggéstion. Even in
old days. it was the Himalavas that
produced the most creative think-
ing and you should have all the
p}'ll](i\nphlk,d] traditions represent-
ed in the institute at Shimla

Religious means and political ends
Sikhs failed to evolve a consensus

by P. P. S. Gill

RE:JG‘ON has been variously detined
d interpreted since time immemorial.
It is as much "man's expression of his
acknowledgement of the divine” as it is "a
system of beliets and practices relating to
the sacred and uniting its adherents in a
community”, as the Longman Modern
English dictionary defines it.

There have been wars between religion
— struggles seeking the right to worship.
Often these have developed heavy political
overtones. And in Sikhism there always was
a symbiotic relationship between religion
and politics. Should the two be accepted as
a whole and practised as such or be com-
partmentalised? The great debate goes on.

In Punjab. a sound knowledge of the Sikh
religion (and also history) is imperative if
one is to follow Akali politics .The roots of
Sikhism are traced to Guru Nanak who in
the 15th century founded a scientific and
logical religion for the benefit of the human-
ity .0t is readily acknowledged that Sikhism
has a "universal” appeal and relevance. And
only last year the tercentenary of the estab-
lishment of the Khalsa was observed.

Yet. the Sikhs have failed to evolve a con-
sensus on a variety of issues, concepts, prac-
tices, rituals, scriptures und even the manner
of living (rehat-maryada). Difference of
opinion persists even on the definition of
Sikh. Should only those with "unshom" hair
be called Sikhs or even those who have
"cut” their hair be covered by :ne definition?
These people assert they very much rematin
within the fold of Sikhism arguing that sym-
bolism. rather than substance, seems to
weigh more with some scholars and theolo-
gians,

In fact even Sikh intellectuals have failed
their community by not presenting Sikhism
the way it should by giving its meaning and
substance in the manner the Sikh Guius
conceived and conveyed their message. For
want of a clear, simple and reasonable
explanation and interpretation of the
"Gurbani”, many myths and misconcep-
tions have crept into the religion, which is
not being followed and practised strictly
according to the holy Guru Granth.

The sad part is that-the Intelligentsia has
developed its own political roots and off-

shoots. Moreover, the SGPC (Shiromani
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee) which is
"accepted” as the final arbiter of religious
affairs has often faltered. It has failed to
fully pertorm its assigned duties. It is struck
in the administrative matters (with a'strong
political bias) of gurdwaras. It has miserably
failed to end the cult of idol worship and rit-
ualism widely prevalent among Sikhs,
thanks to the existence of hnhus‘ sants,
mahants deras and sects.

Over a period of time many organisations
have therefore mushroomed within and out-
side the country. In the same way, "educat-
ed" Sikhs, retired or serving, representing
diverse ifiterests and coming from different
professions, have also joined -hands to
emerge as self-appointed  "conscience”
keepers" of the Sikhs' religio-political
affairs. On any given occasion, these.people
express their views and render advise tothe _
Sikh clergy as well as the political leader-
ship. A few lucky ones even manage to
become "advisers" to either a political party
or the government.

Changing views and loyalties (to religio-
political masters) is now, all too common.
This is one reason why nothing worthwhile
and meaningful gets done. The only saving
grace is that the codified holy book — Guru
Granth Sahib — has not been tampered with
or wrongly interpreted. Some research
scholars, who did come up with "radical"
views, were summoned to Akal Takht. The
rest is history.

It is, therefore, time that well - meaning
Sikh and non-Sikh scholars who have
dedicated themselves to understanding
and propagating Sikhism in its universal-
ist perspective, came forward and gave
the much needed direction to Sikhism.
Unfortunately, while accepting and prac-
tising religion and politics as one "entity".
the Sikh political leadership has politi-
cised the religion rather than drawing
strength and sustenance from it. For it
religion is only a "means" to achieve
political "ends". This interplay of the two
and the emotions of the common Sikhs
are responsible for the undoing of both.
Consequently there is much media cover-
age and comment on Sikh religio-political
affairs thanks to the controversies the

leadership generates every now and then.

This is one reason why the Sikh institu-
tions, notably, Akal Takht and its Jathedars.
and the SGPC and its political wing, the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), in its many

nuanifestations, have messed up issues. It is
a collective failure of the Sikh religio-polit-
ical leadership and quiet acquiescence of the
"alloyed" Sikh scholars and intelligentsia,
which has played havoc with the Sikh reli-
gion and politics.

The fear of being summoned to Akal
Takht and being awarded "tankha" (punish-
ment for religious misconduct, which is
usually in the form of the "accused" being
asked to recite Gurbani. clean shoes and

_utel in a gurdwara and later seek for-
giveness) is an inhibiting factor why the

Sikh religion has remained confined to the
Sikhs, who, by and large, lack knowledge of
the finer points of the scriptures. This is one

" reason why parents are concerned about

Sikh youths going astray as apostasy is sur-
facing surreptitiously.

Whenever there has been a ray of hope of
something worthwhile taking place, a

chorus of voices, mostly discordant, is
heard. The issue fades away but bitterness
lingers on.

There have been several occasions when
the religio-political leadership could have
sat together and sorted out controversies and
issues in proper perspective. This was, how-
ever, not to be. For too long the Sikh leader-
ship (read the Akalis) has survived and sus-
tained themselves on "panthic” sentiments
and "emotional" issues.

A typical example is of framing of the All-
India Sikh Gurdwara Act. This issue is as
old as the SGPC itself. No serious attempt
has been made to have this Act passed by
Parliament. Punjab has a Gurdwara
Commission which had prepared a draft but
it has been lost in the political labyrinthine.

Of recent concern and at the centre of a
controversy is the role and functions of the
Rashtriya Sikh Sangat, an affiliate of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. and its
mode of propagating the Sikh religion. Tlus
threatens to create serious problems for the
State. Then there is the controversy over the
"authenticity" of the Dasam Granth and that
about the ‘Nanakshahi’ calendar.

Even as the issue of resolving the "crisis of
Sikh identity" persists, the task of distinctly
redefining the role and functions of Sikh
institutions and other mundane matters
remain untouched: There is no common
meeting ground evenp in respect of following
certain rituals and practices in the Golden
Temple and at Akal Takht. At the other end
of the spectrum are the purely political mat-
ters pertaining to inter-state differences on
sharing water and territory, the status of
Pun»ubl language in educational institutions
besides disputes with New Delhi, regarding
redefining Centre-State relations and devo-

simple: To bring on one platform scientists,
philosophers, theologians and administra-
tors to correctly interpret the Gurbuni and
represent Sikhism as envisaged by Guru

Nanak. Unlike other publications. the

Joumal has becn designed and produced as
any "science” journal, where a team of
experts drawn from the streams of theology.
physical sciences. natural sciences. political
and social sciences. medicine. philosophy.
history, languages and law examines each
article which is submitted for publication
The whole concept is to create interest and
impart knowledge about Sikhism to the pre-

lution of funds or having a second look at

the present generation

the Constitution.

In such a scenario The Tribune has

received the first three issues of yet another
magazine, titled "Understanding Sikhism
— The Research Jounal”. It has been
brought out by the Institute of
Understanding Sikhism. It is based in
Canada, Quebec, to be precise. Its editor-in-
chief is Dr Devinder Singh Chahal, who
retired as  Professor of  Applied
Microbiology from the University of
Quebec. The editorial board has a global
spread with members from Canada,
Malaysia, India, the United Kingdom and
the USA.

In India, on a short visit last week, Dr
Chahal said the idea behind the journal was

There is a need to create interest and impart knowledge about S

hism to

sent generation, particularly, in the West.
which is alien to Sikhism and which
requires to be educated on this sensitive
issue with reason and logic rather than by
creating fear of the "unknown" and the
"divine". There is a vacuum. which has to
be filled. globally. by networking and keep-
ing intact the umbilical cord the Sikhs have
with the holy Guru Granth back home in
Amritsar Golden Temple, he added.

Dr Chahal, who was invited to present
a paper on "Sikhism — scientific and
logical religion for the third millennium
and beyond" at Punjabi University.
Patiala, told The Tribune that there were
a variety of journals being published by
various Sikh institutions and societies.
These are in English as well as in

Punjabi. Mostly such journals dealt with
the traditional or conventional methods,
dominated by mythology and rituals. for
interpreting the Gurbani and Sikhism In
this respect "Understanding Sikhism”
will be different.

Browsing through the waticles in the three
isstes published so far one Tinds o wide
range of tpics by scholars.

Nearer home. there is the "institute of
Sikh Studies". Another one calls itselt
the "Sikh Core Group™. Among the
members are those who tight for human

rights groups and civil liberties. There is
then the “"Akhund  Kirtani Jutha

Panhchaim”
"Atam

International  «Prabandhi
which also brings out a magazine
Rang".

All these and ~everal other organisations
have openly come out in "revolt” against the
activities of the RSS. which recently held a
convention of ts national executive in
Chandigarh. wnd  warning  against its
designs. They fear that it would damage
communal harmony.

On the Dasam Granth the feeling s that
deliberations on it should be initiated by the
SGPC and held in camera. The Akal Takht
Jathedar has also sud no provecatve state-
ments. which will complicate matters.
should be issued. Religious sensitivities and
sensibilities must be respected und the polit-
ical executive and clergy along with schol-
ars should sort out all contentious and con-
troversial issues.

If the Sikhs can achieve
on assues which have tme and
caused pain. created o fear-psyvchosis
among the principle  communities.
threatened peace, led to divisions within
the Sikh community and ridiculed their
institutions.  the  objective of tercente-
nary celebrutions aid the essence of
Guru's message of  "universal brother-
hood. peace and well-being of all”
would be achieved.

For all this to happen. there has to be sin-
cerity of purpose at the level of the political
leadership. which alone can check a turther
erosion of religious values and stop the
"misuse” of gion for improving one's
personal career graph.
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"The governinent must wake up to

y that specialises in track-

the distress of the people. Unless
the government reverses these anti-

ing down Internet offenders.

Commission G.R. Khairnar

"Il vou are going to hold talks with

people decisions, the Congress will
continue to agitate through demac-
ratic means at its disposal.”

— Congress President Sonia
Gendhi, in a memorandum sub-
mitted to Vajpayee.

"Cyberwar is "the third largest
threat” to developed states, after
chemical and bacteriological attacks
and nuclear weapons™.

— Colin Rose of Buchanan
Internationzl, a Scottish-based

"Nobody can reverse the old age
process”

-—— Dr Inder Suresh Rattan,
who figures in International
Who's Who in Medicine and
Healthcare.

"Had we really wanted to remove
him (Chief Minister Ram Prakash
Gupta), why should we get him
elected to the legislature council?”

~ BJP President Kushabhau
Thakre.

“Quote — Unquote”

"Instead of trying the legislation
route, it would be preferable to have
a political culture which denies tick-
ets to persons with known criminal
background".

— Union Law Minister Ram
Jethmalani.

"Even those who are ideologically
opposed to us or do not share our
economic policies are welcome to

join the platform”.

— West Bengal CM Jyoti Basu.

"Prolonged involvement of the
Army in civil affairs runs a grave
risk of politicising it, which would
not be in national interest, therefore,
civilian rule in the country must be
restored within the shortest possible
time after achieving the declared

objectives which necessitated the

military takeover".
— The Pakistani
Court.

Supreme

"Centre has no clear cut policy on
Sri Lanka".

— Janata Party President, Dr
Subramanian Swamy.

"I plead with you. Let us not fail
Sierra Leone. Let us not fail Africa.

This time, in this crisis, let us back
words with deeds and mandates
with the resources that work".

— United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan.

“The only satisfaction I have is
that even Shiv sainiks have private-
ly spoken in favour of me. But. they
are scared to support me in public".

— Deputy Municipal

Pakistan terrorists in Kashmir then
also show the magnanimity of initi-
ating a dialogue with naxals belong-
ing to our nation and redress their
problems”.

— Shiv
Thackeray.

Sena supremo Bal

“"Yamuna today is worse than a
drain with no dissolved oxygen in
it When the city government
releases water at Okhla. there is
zero level of oxygen.... even fish

cannot survive in it™.

""A Supreme Court bench
prising Justices B.N. Klrpal am
Ruma Pal.

"Parliament is a place for dis
cussing public issues. But hen
the Opposition is determined t
paralyse the functioning of th
House, instead of debalmg.)th‘
matter”.

L3S

—  BJP general  secretar
Venkaiah Naidu. ey
o o

— Compiled by Kuldip izl
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From Amritsar to US Congress Delhi Durbar

Recognition for Dalip Smgh Saund

by Roopinder Singh

OW a post office in the
NUSA will soon be named

after a person from a vil-
lage that did not even have a
school, let alone a post office
when he lived there. This is the
story of a remarkable man who
created history by becoming the
first US Congressman of Indi-
an origin in 1957.

Chhajalwadi, 24 km from
Amritsar, was the village where
Dalip Singh Saund was born on
September 20, 1899, and from
where he and his brother Karnail
Singh would walk to school. On
Tuesday, the US House of Rep-
resentatives unanimously
approved a bill to name the US
postal service office building
located at 30777 Rancho Cali-
fornia Road in Temecula, Cali-
fornia, as the Dalip Singh Saund
post office building. The bill has
to be passed by the Senate and
President Bush before it comes
into effect.

Dalip Singh was elected to
the US Congress, not once, but
three times. He lived in a joint
family, the elders of which were
engaged in farming as well as
construction business. His
father was Natha Singh and one
of his three brothers was Kar-
nail Singh, who retired as
Chairman, Railway Board, in
1962 and whose engineering
skills were legendary. The third
brother, Sardul Singh, looked
after the family’s land.

“Dalip Singh was always
interested in public work. He
prevailed upon his parents and
made them start a school in the

village, something he and his
brothers had been deprived of,”
says Anup Singh, Karnail
Singh’s son and Saund’s
nephew, who followed his in his
father’s  footsteps  before
becoming a Vice-Chancellor of
Punjab Technical University.
Saund studied in a school in
Baba Bakala, near Amritsar,
and at the Prince of Wales Col-
lege, Jammu, where he earned
his BA degree in mathematics
from Panjab University in 1919.
He immigrated to the USA in
1920 and he wanted to study

This is the story of
a remarkable man
who created history
by becoming the
first US
Congressman of
Indian origin in
1957

food canning and open up an
industry in India. “T assured my
family that I would study in the
United States for at least two
and not more than three years
and would then return home,”
he wrote in his book “Congress-
man from India”.

He was a student of College of
Agriculture, University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley, and lived in
an accommodation maintained
by Sikh Temple, Stockton. He

also took additional courses in
mathematics. This was to
become his field later and he
eventually got a PhD degree in
Mathematics.

A political being, he was the
national president of the Hindus-
tani Association of America, and
though he was qualified, he
could not get any teaching job,
because of racial discrimination.
He took up various blue-collar
jobs, including foreman of a cot-
ton picking gang, and other work
in canning facilities.

“In the summer of 1925, 1
decided to go to the southern
California desert valley and
make a living as a farmer,” says
Dalip Singh in his book. He
was then still a turbaned Sikh,
though later he became clean
shaven. He had a tough time as
a farmer and though he wrote
“My Mother India” (published
by the Stockton Gurdwara in
1930) which was a rebuttal to
“Mother India”, an anti-India
book by Catherine Mayo that
had caused much agitation
among Indians.

Dalip Singh was always polit-
ically active and he was a good
speaker, using gurdwaras or
other public fora such as clubs,
for his talks. He married Mari-
an Kostain in1928. She gave up
her US citizenship for him since
a Federal law dating from 1790
declared that only White immi-
grants were eligible for citizen-
ship. She came form a distin-
guished family of Hungarian
painters, and her father was an
artist, as was her brother. Dalip
and Marian Saund had three
children. The eldest, Dalip Jr,
was born in 1930, followed by

NEWSHOUND
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Congressman Dalip Singh Saund with President John F. Kennedy

his sisters Julie and Ellie.

In 1946 the Luce-Celler Bill
liberalised immigration and
Saund was one of the early peti-
tioners for citizenship, which he
got in 1949.

A year later, he was elected
judge of Justice Court, West-
moreland Judicial District, coun-
ty of Imperial Valley, but follow-
ing a lawsuit by local business-
men, he was denied the seat
because of a technicality. He was
elected judge of the same court
in 1952 and served until his res-
ignation on January 1, 1957.

He won the poll to the 29th
congressional district by 3,300
votes. He became the first
Democrat to have won from the
constituency and the first Asian
American to do so. He was on
the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and in 1957, he was sent
as an official emissary of the
House of Representatives, to
tour various Asian countries,

Vietnam,
the

including Japan,
Indonesia, Singapore,
Philippines and India.
He received tumultuous wel-
come in India, and won peo-
ple’s hearts when he spoke to
them in Punjabi. He was re-
elected to the Congress in 1958
and in 1960, but he suffered a
severe stroke, in May, 1962. It
left him disabled — he could
neither walk, nor speak. How-
ever, over a period of time, with
the devoted attention of his
wife, he eventually was able to
walk, with the aid of a walker.
Dalip Singh Saund died on
April 22, 1973. He left behind
arich legacy. Indian-Americans
have a string of achievements to
their credit. However, political-
ly it took 49 years for Bobby
Jindal, the man from Hisar to
reach the House of Representa-
tives on a trail blazed for Indi-
ans like him by Dalip Singh
Saund from Chhajalwadi.

Bajan Lal to
be CM?

With the one-day poll in
Haryana behind them, the con-
testants will have to cool their
heels virtually till the end of
this month when the results will
be known. This has irked all
sides of the political spectrum.

However, for the Congress
leaders the scene inevitably
shifts to the national Capital.
Lobbying for the leadership
stakes has already begun.

Smug Congress leaders from
Haryana are upbeat that they
are regaining power in the state
though Chief Minister Om
Prakash Chautala believes they
have a real fight on their hands.

From the fractious Haryana
Congress, there are several
contenders with three-times
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal in
the vanguard.

Then there is Bhupinder
Singh Hooda and Sir Chhotu
Ram’s grandson Birender
Singh. While Birender Singh,
who missed the Chief Minis-
ter’s post in 1991 following the
assassination of Rajiv Gandhi,
believes that the Congress
President will opt for a
younger leader like in him for
the Chief Ministership.

Bhajan Lal insists he is way
ahead of all others in the leader-
ship stakes. He managed the
ticket for a maximum number
of his candidates followed by
other faction leaders like Biren-
der Singh, Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and Union ministers
Selja and Rao Inderjit Singh.

On a sticky
wicket

That Haryana Chief Minister
Om Prakash Chautala realises
there is an anti-incumbency
factor against the INLD is evi-
dent from the fact that he is
contesting for the assembly
from two seats. He roped in
former J and K Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah to campaign
in the Muslim-

dominated areas of Haryana as
also Rajya Sabha MP Tar-

lochan Singh to do his bit in
the Punjabi-dominated areas.
The Congress requisitioned
the services of Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh at
the last minute as the party
found it was on a somewhat
sticky wicket in Haryana.

Congress for
soft Hindutva?

Is the Congress heading for a
soft Hindutva? That is the
question doing the rounds with
Rahul Gandhi, attending brain-
storming sessions of the youth
brigade at religious centres.

He did so the other day when
a meeting was organised at
Lord Ram’s Chitrakoot. The
next brain- storming session of
this youthful Congress brigade
is scheduled to be held at Lord
Krishna’s Vrindavan. This
amidst doubts in the Congress
high command if it should
withdraw outside support to the
Mulayam Singh Yadav govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh. Is the
Congress now seeking divine
intervention to rejuvinate the
Congress, which is in a sham-
bles in Uttar Pradesh?

Sharad Pawar
meets Jaya

Union Agriculture Minister
Sharad Pawar’s meetings with
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J
Jayalalithaa last month have
raised eyebrows in the corri-
dors of power at the Centre.
Did Pawar and Jayalalithaa
discuss measures connected
with tsunami relief or was
there more to it?

Considering that Pawar and
Jayalalithaa have been friends
for more than two decades,
there is speculation on what
they could have discussed.
Sources aver Jayalalithaa has
expressed apprehensions over
the disproportionate assets
case against her which is to
be taken up in a court in Ban-
galore.

Contributed by Gaurav Choud-

hury, S Satyanarayanan and
Manoj Kumar.

LML) SEMENT CORPORATION OF INDIALIMITED
* (A Government of India Enterprise)
Rajban Cement Factory, Tehsil : Paonta Sahib, Distt. Sirmour (H.P.) -173028
TENDER NOTICE

The following tenders are available on website httpliwww.cementcorporation.com.
Interested parties may get further details from the abcve website:

1. Manufacture & Supply of Kiln Supporting Rollers as per CCI Design/Drawing.
2. Repair, Maintenance & Operation of ACs (Package Type & Window Type)

AGM (M&S

PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION
§C0 220-221 SECTOR 34-A CHANDIGARH

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN RESPECT OF

DRAFT REGULATIONS ON PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY
REGULATORY COMMISSION (TERMS AND CONDITIONS

FOR OPEN ACCESS IN INTRA-STATE TRANSMISSION
SYSTEM AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM) REGULATIONS

UNDER THE ELECTRICITY ACT, 2003.

Public Notice was published in various
Newspapers on January 12, 2005 inviting
comments/objections in respect of draft
Regulations on Punjab State Electricity Regulatory
Commission (Terms & Conditions for Open Access
in Intra-state Transmission System and
Distribution System) Regulations framed by the
Commission, within 21 days of the publication of
the notice i.e. upto February 2, 2005. The
Commission has now decided to extend the last
date for filing the comments/objections in respect
ofthe draft Regulations upto February 28, 2005.

Secretary,
PSERC, CHANDIGARH

i'| The site details or any other technical requirements can be had from

JALANDHAR IMPROVEMENT TRUST

JALANDHAR
DESIGN COMPETITION

Jalandhar Improvement Trust intends to construct a Gate on the
entrance of its prestigious scheme named SURYA ENCLAVE located
on GT Road Bye pass. The proposed design should be in line with the
name of the scheme. The Gate is to be constructed on 80 feet wide
road. Design entries for the proposed Gate including Architectural
design of Gate, prospective model, its plan and elevations are invited
from reputed Architects so as to reach the office of undersigned by
15th Feb, 2005.

The entries adjudged “FIRST” will be rewarded with a prize of rupees
20,000/-. Architects should enclose their Bio-data and list of projects
executed.

the office of the Trust.
Chairman
(Jalandhar Improvement Trust, Jalandhar)

BHARAT SANCHAR NIGAM

(A Govt. of India Enterprise)

00/.7 g India

O/o General Manager Telecom, Hoshiarpur

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
GMT (D) BSNL Hoshiarpur intends to call tenders for Upkeeping of
offices and Telephone Exchanges in SSA Hoshiarpur. For further
details please visit our website at: www.hoshiarpur.bsnl.co.in
General Manager Telecom Distt. Hoshiarpur

'ACCOMMODATION WANTED

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

1. Number and date of tender : 2-E / 2005 dated
24.01.2005.

2. Name of concerned office : The Executive Engineer,
Electrical Division, BBMB, (Irrigation Wing) Talwara
Township-144216. Distt. Hoshiarpur (Punjab).

3. Name of work : Re-wiring of 400 No. residential hous-
es i.e. 225 houses of type T-3/ T-3C and 175 houses
of T-2 type in BBMB Colony, Talwara Township. (PVC
Insulated & PVC Sheathed wiring).

4. Last date of receipt of tender : 16th March, 2005.

Note : The detailed NIT may be downloaded from BBMB
Website “www.bhakra.nic.in.”

Sealed proposals are invited by a
SCHEDULED BANK

for
Hiring a suitable building, preferably with basement measuring
around 1500 to 2000 sq.ft.covered areain
SECTOR 30,CHANDIGARH.

Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the offers
without assigningany reason.

Interested parties may send their offers within ten days from
date of publication of this advertisement, with minimum
acceptable rent, ownership proof, sketch map and any other
detail of the building, under the cover superscribed
Accommodation for the Bank Branch Sector ................
Chandigarh.

""BOX NO. 19686D THE TRIBUNE, CHANDIGARH

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

1. Number and date of tender : 01-E / 2005 dated
24.01.2005.

2. Name of concerned office : The Executive
Engineer, Electrical Division, BBMB, (lrrigation
Wing) Talwara Township-144216. Distt. Hoshiarpur
(Punjab).

3. Name of work : Repair of 4 MVA, 66 / 11 KV,
Transformer installed at 66 / 11 KV Sub Station
(1LW.) in Pong Switch Yard at Beas Dam.

4. Last date of receipt of tender : 9th March, 2005.

Note : The detailed NIT may be downloaded from
BBMB Website “www.bhakra.nic.in.”

davp 1051 (11) 2004

davp 1051 (10) 2004 sl

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS N
DIESEL LOCO MODERNISATION WORKS

PATIALA - 147 003. INDIA
Gram:LOCOPURZA/LOCOSTORE Tel. 301214
Telex : 0394-214 DCW-IN FAX No.: 91-175-213114

Tender Notice No. 36/AT/2004-2005
Visit us at: www.dmwpatiala.com

On behalf of the President of India through Controller of Stores, Diesel Loco
Modernisation Works, Patiala, sealed tenders are invited for the following item.

PEEd DEPA OF POSTS
ARG . cr POSTMASTER GENERAL, PUNJAB

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NO. MOD/51-3/27/VOL.1II
Wax Sealed Tenders are invited by the Chief Postmaster
General, Punjab Circle, Sandesh Bhawan, Sector-17/E
Chandigarh from the reputed Indian firms for
Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract (CAMC) of

Sale Timings 14.00 Hrs. to 16.30 Hrs. Sale of Tender in the office of COS/DMW/

Patiala will close at 16.30 Hrs. (one day before the due date) Cost of tender
documents is payable in Cash or Demand Draft in favour of FA&CAO/DMW/Patiala
payable at Patiala. Cash will only be accepted at DMW by the Cashier/DMW/
Patiala. Cash Receipt issued by Cash Office & Demand Draft will be entertained
by the Tender Sale Section for issue of Tender Documents. Full description &
details can be seen either on DMW's Website www.dmwpatiala.com or in the
Tender Documents. Validity of offers should be 120 days. Offers without earnest
money will be ignored. Telegraphic/Telex quotations are likely to be ignored. The
offers complete in all terms and conditions & delivery requirements are given in
Tender Documents. Tender documents may also be obtained in person only
against demand draft only, from DMW Camp Office, Tilak Bridge, Near ITO New
Delhi. These respects will be received upto 15.00 Hrs. & will be opened at 15.00
Hrs. on the date specified above. Detailed specifications documents may be
purchased on any working day from 9.00 hrs. to 13.00 hrs. Sale of Tender
Document at DMW Camp Office will start after 4 days of publication of this notice
and close 7 days in advance from opening date. NOTE : (1) Item No. 1& 2 :
These items are to be procured from RDSO approved sources only. So, tenderers
while quoting against this tender should enclose with their offer the latest & valid
copy of the letter of approval for these items. (2) Item No. 1 & 2: Railways
reserve the right to order entire or bulk quantity from RDSO approved firms
for these items. The status of the firm shall be reckoned as on the date of
tender opening and not thereafter, unless a case of Downgrading/ /Removal/

S.| TENDER DESCRIPTION & QTY.| COST | DUE DATE
N. NO. DRG/SPECN (RS.) | &EMD the following equipment under two bid system.
, - . i ited
1. | 02/05/1101|Single Core Copper Cable 650/0.5 (1339 | 500/~ | 11.03.2005 Name of item Tender document EMD to be deposi
MM for TM MG (1000 Volts Grade) |Mtrs Rs. 10,000/~ fee (Rs) in shape under UCR. The EMD
to Specn. No. DEL/SPN/129 Alt. A1 of Indian Postal can be deposited in
2. | 02/05/4210 |Copper Coated CO2 welding wire  |12175| 500/- | 11.03.2005 Orders any Post Office
dia 1.2 MM to 1S:6419-1996 Grade | Kgs. Rs. 10,000/~
S8x5083 & should be approved CAMC for Compaq 100.00 15000.00
against IRS M-46-03 for Class-| Servers-Prolient 800
to DMW specification Sheet — - — -
No. 4/DCW/SPEC-015 Tender document set containing technical specifications

and terms & conditions can either be directly obtained

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICE

HQ Commander Works Engineer Ferozepur Cantt-152001
invites application by 17.2.2005 from enlisted contractors of
MES/CPWD/Railways of appropriate class for the
Augmentation of water supply at Dholewal under GE
Ludhiana.

Estimated cost at par SSR 1996: 45.50 Lakh

Period of completion: 06 Months

Earnest money: Rs 68250/-

Cost of Blank Tender documents: Rs 500/-

The contractors are requested to submit their applications
for issue of tender documents alongwith demand draft from
any nationalised Bank in favour of GE Ludhiana. Applications
without DD will be rejected. The CWE reserves the right to
accept/reject any application(s) without assigning any reason.
In case of rejectlon of application. DD will however be
returned.

For details see Indian Trade Journal of 2.2.2005
H

davp 4000/1769/04

MILITARY ENGINEERING SERVICE

Commander Works Engineers Ambala Cantt invites
applications by16 Feb 2005 from the enlisted
contractors of appropriate class of
MES/CPWD/Railways/PWD for the issue of tender
documents for the works of Provn of D.G Sets,
Submersible pump sets and connected works for 14
Mag with Traverse at AD Dappar Estimated cost: Rs
30.00 Lakhs

The appllcatlons must accompany a demand draft of
Rs 500/- in favour of GE (P) Dappar. Accepting Officer
reserves the right to deny the tender documents to any
applicant without assigning any reason, whatsoever,
however in such case demand draft will be refunded
For details visit CIDC Web site. “http/www.mod.nic.in”,
See Indian Trade Journal dated 09 Feb 2005.

davp 4000/1802/04 ==

INDIAN RAILWAYS

Courses: Bus. Admn.,
Hotel Mgmt., Engg.,
Comp. Sc., B.Ed., BPT,
MPT, Bach. In Science,
Comp. Info. System,
MBA etc......

eAdmissions open for
May 2005 and Sept. 2005

ON SPOT
ADMISSIONS

from Assistant Director (Technology) O/o Chief
Postmaster General, Punjab Circle, Sandesh Bhawan,
Sector-17/E, Chandigarh-160017 or downloaded from
website: www.indiapost.org and application made on the
basis of this website tender document shall be
considered valid for participating in the tender process
and in such cases, vendors can submit tender document
fee by separate IPO of Rs. 100/- along with EMD.
Tender documents shall be issued from 7/2/2005 to
24/2/2005. Last date of submitting tender is 24/2/2005
up to1500 hrs. Opening date & time of Technical Bid
24/2/2005 at 1530 hrs.

Assistant Director (Technology)
0O/O Chief Postmaster General,
Punjab Circle, Chandigarh.

Suspension/Banning. 476/2005

Attend Free Seminar for information on SGholafshlps & Visa details.
VENUE : HOTEL MOUNT VIEW
SECTOR 10, CHANDIGARH-16011
4th & 5th Feb., 2005

4th Feb. 2.00 pm-7.00 pm
5th Feb. 9.00 am- 12.00 pm

Franchisee Enquires solicited il Feb.,2005 at 9.00am- 12.00pm

intake.

eStudents appearing for
Class Xl examination may

apply for conditional acceptance
with Class X and XI marksheets.

VENUE :

HOTEL MAHARAJA REGENCY
Near Arti Cinema, Ferozpur Road
Ludhiana.
5th & 6th Feb., 2005

5th Feb., 2005 at 4.00pm-8.00pm

——

Government of India
Ministry of Railways (Railway Board)
BID INVITATION
GLOBAL TENDER No. : WTA-411
Bids are invited for and on behalf of the President of India from established and reliable
manufacturers or their authorised agents, for supply of the followingitems :- item No. : 1
; Drawing No. : WD- 89025/S-1 Alt. 4 ; Description : BOX ‘N’ Wagon Wheelsets 22.9
Ton Axle Load (assembled). @ @ ; Specification : As indicated in the Bid Documents ;
Quantity (Nos.) : 200. Cost of Bid Document :- Indian Rupees : 5,000.00 ; US
Dollars : US $ 120 ; Bid Guarantee Amount : Rupees : 20,00,000.00 US Dollar :
46,000.00 ; Last date for submission & opening of Bids : 17.03.2005. @@ The
Purchaser reserves the rights to purchase wheelsets either with forged wheels or
with cast wheels as per rel t Dr gs & specificati stip d in the Bid
documents. Non-transferable Bid documents containing detailed description of the
item required as also other terms and conditions may be had from the office of the
Railway Board, Ministry of Railways, RS (WTA) Branch, Room No. 156/22, Rail
Bhawan, New Delhi - 110001. The cost of Bid document is to be deposited with the
FA&CAO, Northern Railway, Baroda House, New Delhi-110001. The bid documents will
be issued on production of original receipt thereof. 2. Bid documents can also be
obtained on payment from the following offices :- (i) The Direstor General, Supply Wing,
Embassy of India, 2536, Massachusetts Avenue, Washington DC-20008 (USA).
(il) The Railway Advisor, High Commission of India, India House, Aldwych, London,
WC2 (UK). (iii) The Railway Adviso:, Embassy of India, Railway Wing,
Tiergartenstrasse. 17, 10785 Berlin (Germany). (iv) The First Secretary (Commercial),
Embassy of India, Tokyo (Japan). 3. The bid documents except drawings and
specifications are also available on Indian Railways website. The website address is
www.indianrailways.gov.in/railways/deptts/stores/ stores-tenders.htm. The bid
documents except drawings and specifications, can be down loaded from the above
website which shall be equally valid for participation in the tender. Drawings &
specification may be obtained from RDSO/ Lucknow. Nevertheless, the bidder shall be
required to pay the amount of bid documents specified above by draft drawnin favour of
FA&CAO, Northern Railway, Baroda House , New Delhi-110001 (India) along with the
offer. 4. The Bidders will be required to :- (a) Fumish a Bid guarantee for the amount
specified above. (b) Keep their bids open for 150 days from the date of opening of bids.
5. Time for submission of bids would be 14.30 hrs. and the same will be opened on the
same day at 15.00 hrs. 6. PRICE/PURCHASE S/PSEs : The
purchaser reserves the option to give a purchase/price preference to the offers from
Public Sector Units and/or from small Scale/Cottage Industries Units, over those from
other firms, in accordance with the policies of the Govt. from time to time. 7. BIDS FROM
BIDDERS WHO HAVE NOT PURCHASED THE BID DOCUMENTS, BIDS NOT
ACCOMPANIED BY BID GUARANTEE AND BIDS FROM AGENTS, WITHOUT
LETTER OF AUTHORITY FROM THE MANUFACTURERS ARE LIABLE TO BE
464/2005

SUNMMARILY REJECTED.
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Rarewala. A Punjabi-loving gentleman-aristocrat

Gian Singh Rarewala has left a
lasting impression on the region.
Soft-spoken and suave, his was a
multi-faceted personality. We still
feel the beneficial effects of the
decisions taken by a man who was
born on this day a century ago.

What most people remember
about him is that he was ever able
to. relate to a wide spectrum of
society despite his aristocratic
upbringing.

Born on December 16, 1901, in
the Rara village, a descendant of
Ratan Singh Bhangu, the author
of “Panth Prakash”, Gian Singh
studied in Patiala (graduated from
Mahindra College) and joined the
judicial service of the Patiala
state. He soon rose to become a
judge’ of the Patiala State High
Court. He also served as a Rev-
enue Commissioner and Revenue
Minister of the state and was
Prime Minister of Patiala during
the most crucial period —1946-47.
— and was both Prime Minister
and Chief Minster of Pepsu
(Patiala and East Punjab States
Union) et al.

More than the positions he held,
his most significant contribution
was the ctucial role he played in
raising the status of Punjabi as a
language.

During his tenure as Deputy
Commissioner, Patiala, and Pres-
ident of the Singh Sabha, in 1944,

he invited Maharaja Yadavindra
Singh to the Singh Sabha and
requested him to adopt Punjabi as
the official language of the state.

The Maharaja declared that he
would do so, and Gian Singh took
a scant 10 months preparation to
make Punjabi a state language. He
made it the medium of instruction,
the administrative language, and
the judicial language along with
English. This proved to be the
beginning that allowed more work
to be done in promoting Punjabi.

Even as Prime Minister of
Pepsu, Gian Singh kept the
departments of Punjabi and Back-
ward Classes under his charge. .
Being in-charge of Finance, he
presented the Pepsu Budget of
1948-49 and 1949-50 in Punjabi.
It was distributed on cyclostyled
sheets because it could not be
printed properly at that time, More
than 600 new terms were coined
in Punjabi for the Budget.

As much as Rs 3 lakh were allo-
cated to the Punjabi Department
to develop and print textbooks and
other necessary publications. An
order of Rs 1 lakh was placed with
the Remington typewriter com-
pany to develop and deliver Pun-
jabi typewriters. Special efforts

.were made to introduce Punjabi

stenography for official use.
Instructions were sent out to use
Punjabi as the official language of
communications in all state
departments.

This zeal for developing and
spreading Punjabi had become a
passion of his life. Gian Singh
came up with the principal of
geographical contiguity for deter-
mining the language of the
area rather than reli-
gion through a cir- 5
cular of the Edu- g
cation Depart-
ment on =
August 24,
1949. This
is what we
call  the
Pepsu For-
mula, seen
as a_pre-
cursor of
ot R
Regional *
Formula
adopted |
later.

Gian Singh
implemented
the Pepsu For- @
mula with the
active support of the
then Deputy Prime
Minister Vallab-

hbhai Patel and Today is the 100th birth anniversary This
Secretary, ofSardar Gian Singh Rarewala.

States, V. P.
Menon, which precluded any kind
of opposition or ill-conceived agi-
tation that so bedevilled the imple-
mentation of Punjabi as the state
language in Punjab.

On July 15, 1948, Pepsu was

formed. It was headed by Mahara-
ja Yadavindra Singh, who was
the Rajpramukh and Maharaja
Jagatjit Singh of Kapurthala, who
was the Deputy Rajpramukh.
Pepsu itself comprised the
then princely states of
Patiala, Nabha,
Kapurthala,
Faridkot, Jind,
Malerkotla,
Nalagarh and
Kalsia. The
hilly areas
of Kasauli,

i Kandaghat,
© Dharampur

~ and Chail
¥ were also
part of Pepsu.
Gian Singh
served as Pepsu’s
Premier from
November, 1949, to
May 1951.

was
while he was
still in the ser-
vice of Patiala state; Later, he
joined active politics and contest-
edin the 1951 polls. He was elect-
ed to the Pepsu Assembly from
Payal constituency as an inde-
pendent candidate. Heading the

United Front Ministry, he became
the first non-Congress Chief Min-
ister of any state and also played
a significant role in the successful
experiment in coalition politics.

He was Chief Minister of Pepsu
from April, 1952, to March, 1953,
when President’s rule was
imposed and his government was
dismissed. During this time, he
showed his mettle by providing
leadership, political as well as
administrative, to the people,
though- a non-Congress govern-
ment was obviously an irritant to
the Centre. Following midterm
polls, he could not form a gov-
emnment and became the Leader of
Opposition in 1954.

Gian Singh had been nominated
member of the Shiromani Gurd-
wara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) for a long time and he
became president of the SGPC in
1955. During the time, a morcha
for Punjabi Suba was observed as
a protest against the entry of
police personnel into the Golden
Temple complex and most of the
Akali leaders had courted arrest.
He, too, had gone to court arrest,
though his presence acted as a cat-
alyst and the government gave in
to the demands of the protesters
and lifted the orders. banning
assembly of people and shouting

of slogans. In 1956, he and five
others, including Master Tara

Singh, signed an agreement with
Jawaharlal Nehru, giving birth to

the Regional Formula (of giving
weightage to the language spoken
in a region).-

After the merger of Pepsu with
Punjab, the man who had resisted

various inducements to join the

Congress, became its member in
1956. Hewas elected to the Pun-
jab Assembly in 1957 on a Con-
gress ticket. He became Irrigation
Minister in the Partap Singh
Kairon Cabinet.

Gian Singh was elected to the
state Assembly in 1962 but was

beyond place, where too he
proved to be an effective admin-
istrator.

He was also a representative of
Patiala in the Constituent Assem-
bly of India which he joined on
April 28, 1947. It was during this
time that a lot was happening in
the region and Gian Singh was in
the thick of it, especially in reha-
bilitating refugees in Patiala. In
this he was ably assisted by his
wife Manmohan Kaur as well as
a band of dedicated volunteers

More than the appointments he held, Gian
~ Singh Rarewala’s most significant

contribution was his crucial role in raising
the status of the Punjabi language.

not inducted in the Kairon Cabi-
net. He won the 1967 election too.
He left the Congress (reportedly
because of differences with
Morarji Desai) and joined the
Akali Dal in 1969, an association
which he continued till his death
on December 31, 1979.
Besideés-his contribution to the
Punjabi language, Gian Singh is
also remembered for the crucial
role he played as Deputy Com-
missioner, Ratiala, in building a
new complex for Gurdwara Dukh
Nivaran in Patiala, which report-
edly earned him the wrath of the
powers that be who transferred
him to Narnaul, then a back-of-

from various aristocratic families
and common people and the state
machinery. Among the people he
worked closely with were Giani
Gurdit Singh, President Guru
Granth Vidya Kendra, Raja
Narinder Singh, Health Minister,
Punjab, and Tarlochan Singh,
Vice-Chairman, Minorities Com-
mission. He made Patiala the host
of many prominent migrants,
especially educationists, whom
he actively sought and helped.
They included Principal Teja
Singh, Prof. Ganda Singh histori-
an, Baba Prem Singh Hotimardan,
Dr Benarsi Das, Pandit Kartar
Singh Dakha and Kirpal Singh

Bedar. All were given homes and
honourable positions in Patiala.

For many the role that he played
in planning a Punjabi university -
and setting up Punjab Agriculture
University, Ludhiana, is memo-
rable. For others, it is building a
team of eminent people including
Justice Teja Singh, Chief Justice;
Sardar Bahadur Mohan Singh
Rawalpindi, Chairman, Public
Service Commission; Mohan
Singh, Managing Director, Bank
of Patiala; and Baldev Singh,
Deputy Commissioner, Patiala (he
was Maneka Gandhi’s grandfa-
ther) who all contributed to the
development of the region.

-Gian Singh Rarewala left an
impact no matter where he was.
In fact, many contemporaries
even recall his sartorial elegance
and the handsomeness. He spent
the first 26 years of his life in an
aristocratic environment, enjoy-
ing life and studying. He was an
administrator for 20 years, he
spend 20 years in politics where
he served as Chief Minister of
Pepsu and Irrigation as well as
Power minister. The last 12 years
of his life were spent in retire-
ment. Most of this time he was in
the company of his daughter,
Nirlep Kaur, who had also been
active in politics and had been af’
MP. He was always the epitome
of a gentleman-aristocrat, whose
administrative skills and integri-
ty are still remembered.

Jinnah’s role in Partition of

P. K. RAVINDRANATH

While conventional wisdom and
perceived understanding of histo-
1y has it that almost all the princi-
pal actors on the political stage,
except Mahatma Gandhi, in the
late 1940s were responsible for
dividing India, Dr Rafiq Zakaria
seeks to shift the focus on to a sin-
gle individual — Mohammed Ali
Jinnah.

In his latest book, “The Man
Who Divided India” (Popular
Prakashan, Mumbai, Rs 350) he
gives a cursory nod of acknowl-

sedgement of the truth, by quoting
(approvingly) of Dr Ram Mariohar
Lohia from his “Guilty Men of
India’s Partition” (1960). “But the
disease of old age and exhaustion
had come over this fighting organ-
isation of freedom in its moment
of greatest distress”.

Dr Zakaria describes elaborate-
ly how Jawaharlal Nehru and Val-
labhbhai Patel deliberately misled
Gandhi about the gctual implica-
tions of the division of India, how
Maulana Azad sulked, how
Acharya Kripalani, the Congress
President sat drowsily and Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan barely spoke
at the Congress Working Com-
mittee meeting that finalised the

Partition resolution. 'And yet,
throughout the 276 pages of the
book his attempt is to pin the
entire blame on Jinnah.

He does mention “Another
explanation given in support of
Partition is that the Congress did
not possess the strength and tem-
perament to cope with the’civil
war that might have broken out
between the Hindus and the Mus-
lims. Gandhi would not have been
able to deal with it because of his
complete involvement in non-vio-

" lence. Patel and Nehru could have

stood the ground but refused to do
so. “They lacked the iron will
‘Which, for inétance, a‘leader’ like
Abraham Lincoln' possessed. ...
he declared that regardless of the

price that the north would have to -

pay, he would not permit the
Union to be dismembered.”

Dr Zakaria makes out a case
that Jinnah was’ least suited to
assume leadership of Indian Mus-
lims as a whole, and yet in the
name of the same Muslims, he
forced the Partition on the coun-
try to give them a “homeland”.

Jinnah was not a true Muslim —
by birth or temperament. Born an
Aga Khani Khoja, a Shiite, unac-
ceptable as a true Muslim for the
predominant Sunni sects, he did

not read Urdu or the Quran; he
never prayed, except “as a demon-
strative gesture on the occasion of
Eid.” He did not fast in Ramadan
and he did not perform the Haj.
Much later in life, to gain accep-
tance, among the generality of
Muslims, he changed his sect and
became an Asnashari.

Dr Zakaria quotes M.C. Chagla

In less than a
decade, Jinnah
became the sole.

_iiideader an

e e

~ spokesman
Indian Muslims.

to state that Jinnah relished pork
sausages and he was far too angli-
cised to become the sole leader of
Indian Muslim masses, with
whom he could communicate only
in English. And yet, in less than a
decade he became their sole leader
and spokesman. When admon-
ished by the poet-philosopher,
Allama Igbal for bringing known
self-seekers under the'protection
of the Muslim League, Jinnah
ignored it. “To him the poor or the
rich, the scrupulous or the

unscrupulous, the selfless or the
self-centred, were of equal impor-
tance; he was in a hurry to become
the supreme leader of the Mus-
lims. Towards acquiring that posi-
tion he was prepared forany com-
promise or adjustment.”” -

Fine, but that does not explain
how a galaxy of Muslim intellec-

tuals and political leaders across -

the country crowned him their
sole leader and ultimately the
Governor-General of the newly
created state.

Till the last 30s, Jinnah was
halled as an “embodlment” of
Anity. “For the Hindus of
ical petsudsions, Jinnah
was the hope for a united India”.
He had opposed the formation of
the All-India Muslim League in

Dacca on December 31, 1906. He -

organised a countermove in Cal-
cutta at the same time to wamn the
Muslims not to succumb to the
British policy of “divide and rule”
which had been endorsed by the
newly formed League.

He opposed the League’s
demand for separate electorates
for Muslims and said it was “a poi-
sonous dose to divide the nation
against itself”. He even called the
Muslim communalists of his time,
“enemies of the nation”,

India: A reappraisal

Dr Zakaria traces how “despite
his opposition, Jinnah himself
took advantage of the separate
electorate and got himself elected
to the Viceroy’s Executive Coun-
cil from the reserved Muslim con-
stituency of Bombay. The voters
were carried away by his brilliant
advocacy at the bar and his arrest-
ing personality”.

Jinnah became the first non-offi-
cial Muslim to sit on the Viceroy’s
Executive Council in 1910. “His
three-year term on that body and
the lure of Muslim representation
gradually drew him away from the
putely nationalist mindset' to
which he had’so fat adhered and
made him turn more to the prob-
lems of the community rather than
.of the country as a whole”. This is
‘the nearest that Dr Zakaria comes
in offering a rational explanation
of the transformation that came
over the “embodiment of Hindu-
Muslim unity”.

Even if Jinnah drew inspiration
for his two-nation theory from his
mentor, Mohammed Igbal, he
rejected the poet’s sane advice to
find a way to end the “problem of
Muslim poverty... the whole future
of the League depends on the
party s activity to solve this ques-
tion”. Jinnah was mainly interest-

ed in building an exclusive plat-
form for himself, Dr ZaKaria says.
He adds: “And within no time he
managed to gather the Muslims
under his leadership without
changing either his thinking or his
approach. His lack of knowledge
of Islam and his inability to speak
Urdu proved no hindrance. His

Muslims — in India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh, racially and cultural-
ly one but politically divided. As
far as Indian Muslims are con-
cerned Dr Zakaria laments: “] am
particularly concerned about the
millions of Muslims who have
been left behind in India and who
because of the terrible burden of

Jinnah’s house in Mumbal

contempt for the masses remained.
unchanged... He exploited their
religious leanings and inculcated
in them the fear of Hindu domi-
nation”.

Instead of uniting the Muslims
of the Indian subcontinent, he cre-
ated three different entities of

estrangement and hatred that the

Partition had heaped upon them, *

are unable to lead a normal, peace-
ful life”.

Once established as an Islamic
state, no ruler in the last 50 years
has sought to create either a secu-
lar or truly Islamic state. “All

along the politicians, the bureau-
crats and the army commanders
who ran the government enjoyed
the fruits of power while the peo-
ple were kept under tight control
in the name of fake secularism on
the one hand and fostering fanati-
cism on the other”.

“The Man Who Divided India™
makes fascinating reading. It is
basically an exposition of Muslim
politics of the Gandhian ara,
including the Khilafat movement
of 1921-22. Dr Zakaria errs in one
vital aspect: the Moplah revolt, an
off-shoot of the Khilafat move:
ment. Moplahs are not a “sect o
Ketalaray D Zakaria makes oat;
they are the Muslims of Malabar
region of Kerala. Mopla is also a
byword for privileged sons-in-law.

And, they did not refit against
the authorities but largely against
the landlords, who invariably hap-
pened to be high-caste Hindus. It
was basically a peasant uprising,
which the British dubbed as a
communal riot and suppressed it
most brutally. Zakaria’s bibliog-
raphy does not list any of the
dozens of studies and books avail-
able on this aspect of the only seri-
ous Hindu-Muslim clash in Kerala
which singularly did not fall for
Jinnah’s charms.

Saving

SatisH K. Karoor

Whatever the praxis of historical
interpretation, the prime facts of his-
tory remain incontrovertible. None,
for example, would dispute that
Kalachuris were known as Hai-
hayas; Don Francisco di Almedia
was the first Portuguese Viceroy of
the Portuguese possessions in the
East or that the Jallianwala Bagh
camage took place on April 13,
1919. A serious student of history
‘would be naturally irked if factual
“errors creep in textbooks, more so
if they have the stamp of NCERT.
Bipin Chandra’s widely read book
“Modern India” is a case in point.
When was Sri Ramakrishna
- Paramahamsa “the consummation
of two thousand years of the spiri-
tual life of three hundred million
people” (to borrow Romain Rol-
land’s expression) born? The date
given in The Gospel of Sri Ramakr-
ishna (Sri Ramakrishna Math,
Madras) and Life of Sri Ramakr-
ishna (Advaita Ashrama, Calcutta)
is 1836 (February 18, 5.15 AM.).
But the book under scrutiny gives it
as 1834 (English edition, 1990,
Hindi edition, 2000; pages 173 and
181 respectively).

The Ramakrishna Mission (to be
distinguished from the Ramakrishna
Math) was founded by Swami
Vivekananda on May 1, 1897 and it
became a registered society in 1909.
The Ramakrishna Math was regis-
tered as a Trust in 1901. Both the
organisations stemmed from the
monastic Order of Baranagore (a
forthem suburb of Calcutta) which
was formed soon after the death of Sri
Ramakrishna (1886) by his sanyasin
disciples headed by Swami
Vivekananda. The book not only
ignores the Baranagore monastery
but also cnrs in mentioning that the

Ramakrishna Mission was founded
in 1896. (English edition, page 174;
Hindi edition, page 182). Swami
Vivekananda had not yet returned
from his westem tour in 1896.

Many historians have blindly fol-
lowed the dates in this respect. By
the way, another NCERT book
(Arjun Dev, Sabhyata ki Kahani),
vol. 2, 1990) gives the date of birth
of Swami Vivekananda as 1861
although it is well known that he
was born on January 12, 1863. The
error is not typographical.

Students who have read both
Arjun Dev’s and Bipin Chandra’s
book mentioned above might feel
confused and bewil-

from distortion

tion only). '

; The Anglo-Sikh Treaty of Lahore .

imposed by Lord Hardinge (1844~
1848) on the child Maharaja Duleep
Singh was signed on March 9, 1846,
not March 8 as mentioned (English
edition, page 60; Hindi edition, p. 60).

Some glaring contradictions in
the book also need to be pointed out.
Lord Dalhousie’s Governor Gener-

+ alship of India is dated 1848-56 at

page 61 (English edition) which is
correct, but on page 74 his period is
said to have started in 1849. Simi
larly, the Paramahamsa'Mandali is
said to have been established in
1849 at one places (page 101) and

34th N.I. at Barrackpur (near Cal-
cutta) had only been caught after he
murdered Sergeant-Major Hugh-
son and wounded Lieutenant Baugh
on March 29. He was later tried
before a court martial and hanged on
April 8, 1857.

The narration of facts relating to
the throwing of bombs by Sardar
Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt in the
Central Legislative Assembly in
protest against the passage of Pub-
lic Safety Bill and the Trade Dis-
putes Bill is also not correct. While
the book says (English edition, page
241; Hindi edition, page 247) that “a
bomb” (“Ek Bam” in Hindi) was

dropped, the

dered afterstudying It is time the NCERT engaged competent fact is that two

o e neserl: and impartial experts to review its history ™ ik
f-vfe(ér?giﬂ,algsmf books so that errors of fact and ;zach by 3135:?
Ak judgement could be rectified. e
Blavatsky and L errors relate to
Colonel H.S. Olcott. While the for-  in 1840 at another (page 173). The  facts about the history of the Sikhs.
mer mentions that the headquarters  first lawful Hindu widow remar- Sohan Lal Suri’s Umdatut-
of the Society at Adyarnear Madras  riage was celebrated on December ~ Tawarikh, a contemporary Persian

was founded in 1882 (p.410), the
latter advances the date by four
years (English edition, page 175).
What required to be added for clar-
ity was the fact that the idea of shift-
ing the headquarters to the Madras
region was concretised at the annu-
al convention of Theosophists
towards the end of December 1852.
An estate on the Adyar coast was
purchased after this.

Francis Rawdon, Earl of Moira,
Marquess of Hastings, popularly
called Lord Hastings remained
Governor Generat from 1813 to
1823 not from 1813 to 1822 as men-
tioned in Bipin Chandra’s book,
(English edition, page 57; Hindi
edition, page 58). The same mistake
is repeated in a subsequent para-
graph on the same page (Hindi edi-

7, 1856 (page 100, column 1). But
in a subsequent paragraph (column
2) the counting of widow remar-
riages is made from 1855.

Many other errors have been

"noticed. The First Anglo-Afghan

War fought during the times of Lord
Auckland and Lord Ellenborrough
is normally dated from 1839 to
1842 - (vide Percival Spear, The
Oxford History of Modern India,
page 439) but the book (both Eng-
lish and Hindi editions, pages 104
and 109 respectively) gives the date
as 1838-42. While discussing the
events of the Rising of 1857, the
book says (English edition, page
110; Hindi edition, page 116) that
“Mangal Pandey, a young soldier
was hanged on 29 March 1857”. In
fact Mangal Pandey, a sepoy of the

work, gives February 1805 as the
date of the conquest of Amritsar by
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Yet the book
mentions that the task was accom-
plished in 1802, (English edition,
page 19; Hindi edition, page 20). The
-chronological sequence of Ranjit
Singh’s conquests ir) the same para-
graph is also wrong. It should have
been Multan (1818), Kashmir (1819)
and Peshawar (1834) and not “Kash-
mir, Peshawar and Multan”. In an
earlier context, the heroic character
of Banda Bahadur who carved out a
kingdom for the Khalsa, though for
a short while, is totally ignored.
Banda Bahadur did not utter a groan
while being inhumanly tortured by
the Mughals he was disgracefully
paraded shut in a cage and bound
with chains; his eyes were gorged

out, his hands and feet cut off, and he
was forced to eat the flesh of his own
child and ultimately beheaded for
refusing to embrace Islam.

Banda Bahadur injected the spir-
it of self-confidence among the
Sikhs paving the way for the ulti-
mate conquest of Punjab by the
valiant community. He always
attributed his success to the Sikh
preceptors and issued forth a coin in
the name 6f Guru Gobind Singh and
a state seal bearing the words —
“Degh and Tegh are the boons of
Guru Nanak — Gobind Singh”.
But the book describes him as a reli-
gious bigot (English edition, page
19; Hindi edition, page 19).

Surprisingly, the book does not
even mention the date of martyrdom
of Banda Bahadur (June 9, 1716). It
simply says: “He was captured in
1715 and put to death”. The fact of
Mughal atrocities “usual with bigots
and common among barbarous or
half-civilized conquerors” (to use
Cunningham’s expression, History
of the Sikhs, Chapter 3) on Banda.
and the captured Sikhs, is not even
remotely referre. to in the book:

All this is only a tip of the iceberg.
Francois Marie Arouet, popularly
called Voltaire wrote: “Error flies
from mouth to mouth, from pen to
pen, and to destroy it takes ages”. It
is time the NCERT engaged com-
petent and impartial experts to
review its history books so that
errors of fact and judgement could
be rectified. To save history from
distortion and interpolation, it is
essential that the interplay between
‘the historian and his facts’ goes on.
Historical facts being sacred, let the
facts be defended, not the historian.

The writer is Director, Centre of
Historical Studies, Lyallpur Khal-
sa College, Jalandhar.

It’s perversion, not policy

ABU ABRAHAM

A recent edition of the riveting pro-
gramme, The Big Fight, on the Star
News television channel was a
revealing experience. The subject
was the communalisation of edu-
cation. One of the participants was
DrRajput, Director of the NCERT,
whose task was to defend the recent
moves of the HRD ministry to tai-
lor some of the school history text-
books to fit the philosophy and out-
look of the Sangh Parivar. The
exercise is known as the ‘Indiani-
sation, nationalisation and spiritu-
alisation’ of school education.

There was a large number of
school children, boys and girls, in
the audience. What came as a
refreshing surprise was the sharp-
ness and maturity of the students in
discussing the problem. ‘What’s so
‘great about whether ancient Indians
ate beefor not? Ifthey ate beef, so
what?’

‘It’s important because it hurts the
sentiments of the people.” was the
answer of the NCERT chief. He
said he had received thousands of
letters from people whose senti-
ments had been hurt. ‘Is there any-
one in the audience whose senti-
ments have been hurt?’ asked
Rajdeep Sardesai, the anchor.
There was none.

So there we are. What the Sangh
Parivar thinks should be what the
nation thinks. Those who don’t
think like them are Macaulays,
Marxists and people from
Madrasas, meaning Christians,

| Communists and Muslims. And,

of course, all three categories eat
beef while the Brahminic Sangh
Parivar doesn’t. Therefore, it fol-
lows that the Sangh and its fol-
lowers are superior to all the rest
and are the only true Indians.

An education policy based on
the superiority of the caste Hindu
is not a policy but a perversity. Yet
that is what we are going to have
if public opinion doesn’t rise in
time to deflect it. A glorified and
uncritical view of Vedic India is
what our government is seeking to
inculcatein our children: Thusthe
caste system itself is considered to
be beneficial to the people of India.
Its oppressiveness is to be ignored,
and its evil practices explained
away.

An education policy
~ based on the
superiority of the

caste Hindu is not a

policy but a
perversity. Yet that
is what we are going

to have if public
opinion doesn’t rise
in time to deflect it.

The Vedas it would seem, con-
tained all that we need to know,
whether in science, philosophy or
medicine, and the Vedic people
knew these before anyone else in
the world. Yet serious historians
would say that much of the Indian
contribution to world civilisation
developed independently of the
Vedic corpus, sometimes even in
opposition to it. Romila Thapar
says: ‘Many advances in knowl-
edge, as for instance in mathemat-
ics, astronomy, alchemy and med-
icine, were the result of centuries
of interaction between scholars in
various parts of Asia — South,
West and East.’

Inher book, “Ancient India”, she
says beef was served as a mark of
honour to special guests and that
only in later centuries were Brah-
mans forbidden to eat it. This ref-
erence is sought to be deleted.
Another historian, ‘Rajendra Lal
Mitra, author of “Indo ‘Aryans”, .
find no archaeological evidence
for the existence of Ram and Krish-
na. There was no settlement
around Ayodhya. Similarly, earliest
inscriptions and sculpture found in
Mathura between 200 BC and 300
AD did not attest to the presence of
Krishna. These references, too, .
have to be discarded.

What the Sangh Parivar is doing
is to blur the distinction between
mythology and historical evidence.

Yet, there are important happen-
ings in the country that will make
the rewriting of history somewhat
insignificant. The Brahminical
forces are already on the. retreat.
On November 4, at the Ramlila
grounds in Delhx some one lakh
Dalits converted to Buddhism at a
function organised by a govern-
ment officer called Ram Raj who
has now changed his name to Udit
Raj. Hundreds of Dalits had-thgir
heads shaved by Buddhist priests.
For them who cannot get a shave
even by a village barber, this was
a moment of liberation. For them
who had forsaken the prison of
caste and had chosen the path
shown by Ambedkar, Vedic knowl-
edge is irrelevant. After all
Ambedkar had asked his followets
to discard the Vedas.

The Dalits are writing their own
history. Thousands more would
have taken part in the rally on
November 4, but the Delhi police
obstructed their path. The move-
ment is bound to expand and Hin-
dutva will not be able to stop it.
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PunJ abi dynamism, American accent, lasting legacy

ROOPINDER SINGH

It was 1963. The occasion — the
inauguration of the Bhakra Dam.
Foreign journalists had been invit-
ed by the State government and
were told that the Chief Minister of
Punjab, Sardar Partap Singh
Kairon, would address a press con-
ference.

There was some of sniggering—
Kairon was not known for his sar-
torial elegance or urban sophisti-
cation. People wondered how he
would address the foreign
reporters.

At the press conference, the con-
fident Kairon spoke in English with
an American accent. At the end of
the meet, one reporter got up and
said: “‘We have been asking our-
selves ‘Who after Nehru?* Well, we
have received an answer today.”

This was one of the anecdotes
that Sardar Hukam Singh, a former
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, often
narrated.

The foreign cormrespondents
should not have been so surprised.
Kairon, his appearance notwith-
standing, was quite cosmopolitan.
Khushwant Singh recollects when
he asked Kairon the question about
what men and which books had the
most influence on him.Pat came
the answer: “Abraham Lincoln,
Lenin, Tilak, Gandhi, Patel and
Nehru., As for the books, Uncle
Tom’s Cabin still remains my
favourite.™

But then Kairon was not someone
you could slot easily. Partap Singh
was born on October 1, 1901, in
Kairon village. He was one of the
five children of Nihal Singh, aretired
soldier who was active with the
Singh Sabha movement and was a
pioneer of women’s education. He
founded a Sikh school for girls in his
village, Kairon. Partap Singh did his
schooling in the village, and then
went to Khalsa College, Amritsar,
from where he left for the United
States of America in 1919.

Like most immigrants of that
time, he had to work hard. He
plucked fruit and worked as an
industrial worker for the Ford auto-
mobile company. He also studied
and was awarded a Master’s degree
in political science by the Univer-
sity of Michigan.

During his stay in the USA, he
came in contact with the Ghadar
Party activists. He returned to India
in 1929, and for a while pottered
around. He started a weekly paper
in English, The New Era, from
Amritsar on April 13, 1931, that
was closed down when he became
active in politics.

Kairon joined the Akali Party
initially, but later changed over to
the Congress and was jailed on
three occasions. He spent atotal of
five years in jail.

He entered the Punjab Legislative
Assembly as an Akali nominee in
1937, defeating the Congress can-
didate, Baba Gurdit Singh of
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Sardar Partap Singh Kairon was born on October 1, 1901

Sarhali. Kairon was a member of
the Legislative Assembly of Pun-
jab for 26 years. From 1947 to
1949, he was a minister in the

Gopi Chand Bhargava’s Cabinet
and from 1952 to 1956, was a min-
ister in the Bhim Sen Sachar cabi-
net. On January 23, 1956, he was

sworn in as Chief Minister, and
shortly thereafter again in April
1957. He held the position for eight
years.

As Professor Harbans Singh says:
“First as the Development Minis-
ter and then as the Chief Minister,
Partap Singh Kairon led Punjab in
all-round progress and change.
Much of his work in the govern-
ment was concerned with vital
details, the removal of hurdles, the
creation of opportunities and the
psychology and will for work, and
the belief in change.”

He did singular service in reset-
tling refugees from East Punjab
and during his tenure Punjab made
significant progress in creating
educational, medical, and other
infrastructural facilities. His special
contribution was in the field of con-
solidation of fragmented land and
creating an irrigation network,
both through canals and tubewells.
On adifferent note, he was respon-
sible of affecting an attitudinal
change in the popularising of rear-
ing and consumption of poultry in
Punjab.

As Kairon said during a debate in
the Punjab Vidhan Sabha on Sep-
tember 18, 1963 on the no-confi-
dence motion moved against him:
“Mr Speaker, the per capita income
of Punjab was Rs 321 in 1952-53
when the Constitution commenced
and the new government came into
power. At that time the country’s
per capita income was Rs 256

which means that our income was
Rs 65 more than the all-India fig-
ure. Our per capita income rose to
Rs 331 by 1955-56. Whereas, our

‘income was Rs 65 more than the

All-India (in 1952-53), it was Rs 75
more than the national figures in
1955-56. This means that the dif-
ference had increased by another
Rs 10.

“Punjab’s per capita income in
1961-62 was Rs 401 as compared
to India’s average of Rs 293. How
come that I have done all this? This
party and its government have
achieved this after channelising
people’s energy. People have been
given land, electricity, factories
and roads.”

He was bitterly opposed to the
demand for Punjabi Suba and faced
various kinds of communal ten-
sions as Chief Minister without
conceding much and without com-
promising on his basic principles.
He was a man of vision. Many
houses in Leh have Kairon’s por-
traits. He is credited with having
provided roads and introduced
potato cultivation, thereby signifi-
cantly improving the local agrari-
an economy there.

Kairon was a man of the masses
who would often enquire from his
visitors the health of their family
members as well as that of their
livestock, not necessarily in that
order. At the same time, in a spe-
cial commemorative issue of
Quami Ekta, Balwant Gargi recol-

lects that he spent a long time with
Kairon discussing the former’s tour
of Japan, the USA, England and
Europe where Gargi had been lec-
turing on Indian theatre.

This was the time when Kairon
was very busy because of the war
with China in 1962. He made sin-

Kairon was a multi-
faceted personality.
He had a larger-
than-life image that
influenced the
shaping of the then
Punjab in numerous
ways.

gular contribution in mobilising
the masses and in gathering gold
from the villagers for the national
war effort. In fact, Punjab made the
biggest contribution of gold to the
national treasury. He was also an
institution builder. The Kuruk-
shetra University, and Punjabi
University, Patiala, owe their exis-
tence to him.

Jawaharlal Nehru said about him
that: “In terms of patriotism, ini-
tiative and public spirit, in my con-
sidered judgement, in the whole of
India there is not another man who
can measure up to Sardar Partap
Singh Kairon.” The same man dur-
ing the fag end of his life had to

face charges of irrégularities agd
corruption that ultimately for]ciﬁd
him to leave office in 1964
commission of enquiry exonerated
him in most cases. But some of tf)e
allegations stuck.

He continued to be mvolved in
public service and might have
staged a comeback had he not been
shot dead by gunmen on February
6, 1965.

Kairon was a multi-faceted m-
sonality. He had a larger-than-life
image that influenced the shaping
of the then Punjab in numerous
ways. In developing Chandigarh as
the new capital of the partitioned
Punjab, for example. Old-timers
particularly remember the fight he
had with a venerable politician
from what became Haryana about
the importance and feasibility of
Sukhna Lake.

His contribution in the develop-
ment of PGI, despite opposition
from senior members, is also rec-
ollected. He is also credited with the
development of Faridabad as an
industrial hub, the first example of
someone exploiting the periphery
of the national Capital.

Some old timers treat Kairon as
a living entity. His memories are
still alive in their minds. His lega-
cy at least is still alive in Punjab
and Haryana. More than 36 years
after he died many lives are still
impacted by what Kairon did.
‘What more could 2 man want as an
epitaph?

Redefining

V. ESHWAR ANAND

The Supreme Court judgement
quashing Ms Jayalalitha's appoint-
ment as Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter because of her conviction in the
Tansi land deal and Pleasant Stay
Hotel cases is a watershed in the
annals of constitutional history as
it not only corrected a grave error
committed by the then Governor,
Mrs Fathima Beevi, but also rede-
fined the discretionary powers of
the Governor under Article 164 of
the Constitution.

The Supreme Court has now
very clearly laid down that the
Governor's  disctetion in  the
affpBtitinént of a chief minister is
not unfeterred or absolute. If a
Governor appointed a person, who
was not qualified to be a member
of the State Assembly, as chief
minister, the appointment would
be ultra vires of the Constitution
under Article 164. It said, “the
Governor cannot, in the exercise of
his discretion or otherwise, do any-
thing that is contrary to the Con-
stitution”.

It may be true that there is some
ambiguity in Article 164 (1) which
deals with the “pleasure” of the
Governor in appointing a person as
chief minister. However, there is an

“implied inhibition” in this provi- -

sion that prohibits the appoint-
ment as chief minister of a person
convicted by a court for grave
criminal offence. Obviously, the
Supreme Court has concurred with
the opinion of Mr Soli Sorabjee,
Attorney General, while hearing a
bunch of quo warranto petitions

seeking to restrain Ms Jayalalitha
from functioning-as chief minister,
that if the Governor appoints a per-
son as chief minister in breach of
this constitutional prohibition, the
appointment will have to be
deémed as “void, ab initio and non
est”. Subsequent events cannot
obliterate or overcome the initial
incompetency or incapacity of a
person.

A Govemor's decision on
appointing a chief minister can
neither be ad hoc nor arbitrary. In
the exercise of his discretionary
powers, he cannot behave in a
manner that heisa*law unto him-
self”. The pleasure of the Gover-
nor is also not final or absolute
unless backed by reason, wisdom
and jurisprudence. The legal basis
for Ms Jayalalitha's appointment
was Article 164 (4) permitting
ministerial appointments of non-
legislators for six months. But how
could this clause permit the
appointment of a convicted person
disqualified from even contesting
an election? True, there have been
questionable invocation of this
Article ever since 1960. But then,
in none of these cases was the
instance of a disqualified person
before the courts.

Ms Jayalalitha's appointment suf-
fered on two counts. She is a con-
victed person and sentenced to
two years' and three years' of
imprisonment in two cases of cor-
ruption against her, and so Section
8 (3) of the Representation of Peo-
ple Act disqualified her from con-
testing the elections. The 1997
order of the Election Commission

overnor’s discretionary

states that disqualification under
Section 8 (3) of the RP Act for con-
viction for offences mentioned in
the Act *"takes effect from the date
of conviction by the trial court,
irrespective of whether the con-
victed person is released on bail or
not during the pendency of the
appeal...". Also, the Returning
Officers of Krishnagiri, Andipatti,
Bhuvanagiri and Pudukottai con-

Mrs Fathima Beevi, the then
Governor of Tamil Nadu

stituencies rejected her nomination
papers on the other ground that
Section 33 (7) of the RP Act bars
candidates from filing nomina-
tions from more than two con-
stituencies. The Returning Offi-
cers' statutory decision could only
be set aside in an election petition,
not otherwise. Mrs Fathima Beevi
should not have overlooked this
fundamental aspect of disqualifi-
cation while swearing in Ms Jay-
alalitha on May 14,2001.

The Supreme Court judgement
removes the lacuna that anon-leg-
islator as Ms Jayalalitha could be
appointed as chief minister under
Article 164 (4) only if she had the
necessary qualification for legis-
lators under Article 173-and was
not disqualified under Article 191.
These constitutional provisions
need to be examined in detail not
only to understand their meaning
and significance but also to
reassess the Gov-

Article 164(4) gives the person
an exception in respect of this par-
ticular qualification, i.e. for six
consecutive months, the minis-
ter/chief minister can continue in
his post without being a member of
the state legislature. This Article
does not allow any exception in
respect of any other qualifications
mentioned above. Otherwise, even
a non-citizen or a person of
unsound mind may be chief min-

ister for six con-

emor's discre- 1f the Governor iS  secutive months.
tionary powers in Since Ms Jay-
proper perspec- :‘ISk_ed by the alaligha was dis-
tLve in thse lightof . majority party of a ;quahﬁeg u;d;r a
the upreme aw made ar-
Cour!judggment. State Assembly to liament, n;lmely
e hoqua, APPOINt & person not GEED 1) 00
ifications qualified as chief did not fulfil one
required by a per- OIS of the basic
son to be chosen minister, he must requirements to
tofillaseatinthe decline to swear in  be a minister
legislature. Arti- which includes

cle 191 specifies
the disqualifica-
tion for being chosen as, and for
being, a member of the legislature
of a State. Articles 84 and 102 con-
tain the corresponding provisions
with regard to membership of Par-
liament. Reading Article 173 and
191 together, an aspiring candidate
to a State Assembly should be (i) a
citizen of India; (ii) not less than 25
years of age for contesting an
Assembly election or 30 years in
the case of the Legislative Council;
(iii) not be of an unsound mind; (iv)
not be an undischarged insolvent;
and (v) not be disqualified under
any law made by Parliament.

that person.

the chief minister.
Article 164 (4)
could not cure this basic disquali-
fication of Ms Jayalalitha. It could
have saved her only if she had been
qualified to contest elections but
did not contest or could not win
due to some other reason.

More important, the founding
fathers could not have thought that
Article 164(4) would be abused by
convicted persons to hold public
office through backdoor. Admit-
tedly, this Article needs 1o be treat-
ed as a good governance provision.
While including this enabling pro-
vision in the Constitution, its
founding fathers felt that this Arti-

cle would ensure participation of
eminent and well meaning persons
in the governance, pending their
election as legislators. In the Con-
stituent Assembly, the Chairman of
the Drafting Committee, Dr B R
Ambedkar justified Article 164
(4) and explained the reasons for
allowing the six-month grace peri-
od. He mentioned: ““A person who
is otherwise competent to hold the

Ms Jayalalitha, unseated Chief
Minister

post of a minister has been defeat-
ed in a constituency” (Constituent
Assembly Debates, Volume VII,
Page 1186). Clearly, Dr Ambedkar
did not envisage a convicted per-
son being allowed a grace period,
only a competent person.
Amazingly, soon after the
Supreme Court judgement on Sep-
tember 21, Mrs Fathima Beevi
defended her decision in appoint-
ing Ms Jayalalitha, maintaining
that there was no alternative before
her at that point of time on May 14,

owers

2001 and that she had to consider
many factors such as “stability” of
the new government in the context
of the thumping victory of the
AIADMK in the Assembly elec-
tions. Stability at what cost, one
may ask? Stability at the cost of the
Constitution? Stability at the cost
of good governance? Surprisingly,
though a former Supreme Court
judge, Mrs Fathima Beevi did not
apply her mind correctly and took
a wrong decision with the result
that Tamil Nadu had to suffer the
ignominy of being governed by a
convicted and disqualified person
as chief minister for well over four
months.

Clearly, instead of swearing in
Ms Jayalalitha in a hurry, Mrs
Fathima Beevi should have con-
sulted the Chief Election Com-
missioner, the Attorney General or
even the President to seek the opin-
ion of the Supreme Court for its
advisory jurisdiction under Article
143 of the Constitution. In favour
of advisory jurisdiction, it is
opined that by obtaining prior
advisory opinion, the President —
by extension, the Governor — can
avoid taking any wrong action.
True, the advisory opinion is not
binding on the President (or the
Govemor as the case may be), but
so far the President has respected
the court’s advisory opinions.

Worthy of mention in this context
is the Supreme Court's recognition
of the cardinal and time-tested
principle of the supremacy of the
Constitution over people's will or
popular mandate. In a parliamen-
tary democracy like ours, people's

will no doubt occupies a special
place in the system of governance,
but it is always subordinate to the
Constitution. Popular mandate will
acquire due sanction or legitimacy
only when it is not in conflict with
the provisions of the Constitution.
In fact, while hearing the quo war-
ranto petitions itself, the fives
member Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court gave an inkling; of
its mind when it said that if it was
called upon to adjudicate a sup-
posed conflict between an electoral
outcome and the rule of law, it
would tilt towards the latter.

The Supreme Court judg
has-considerably expanded-
scope of the discretionary po'
of the Governor. Consequently, i
is bound to have significant impli=
cations for the Governor's role i
the future. If the. Governor is asked
by the majority party of a Stqtc
Assembly to appoint a person
qualified as chief miister, he
strictly follow the constitutio}
provisions in letter and spirit and
decline to swear in that persorL

At the same time, it would be jfl
the fitness of things if the sc of
Article 164 is expanded, throu
constitutional amendment, w1th
the insertion of an explicit provi-
sion to the effect that convicted
persons should not be given the
benefit of the six-month grace p&t
od under this Article.

As the underlying objective of
this amendment would be to estab-
lish the supremacy of the Consti-
tution, it will not tantamount to
changing the basic structure of the
Constitution.

'L—L

What America should not do

MANiISH TEWARI

The terrorist strikes on September
11 in New York and Washington
D.C. have woken the USA up to
the reality, horror, and ugliness of
global terrorism. This is the
moment of truth for the US and its
leadership. They need to clearly
define this first war of the 21 st cen-
tury. They have two options: The
first being, ‘a sterling television
performance of US warplanes
pounding an already destroyed and
ravaged Afghanistan, the US seals
or marines storming into
Afghanistan seeking Osama bin
Laden or his corpse so that it can
be strung to the nearest flagpole.

The second is a sustained politi-
cal, military, diplomatic and ideo-
logical battle against all forms of
terrorism, support to democratic
processes, sanctions against dicta-
torial and military regimes as well
as a serious attempt to address the
underlying causes and inequities
that produces the human fodder for
terrorism.

Though US Secretary of State
General Colin Powel has been pay-
ing lip-service to not making a
distinction between the content,
context and locale of terrorism, he
said in an interview to the BBC that
“terrorism is a curse and its cam-
paign would be against Kashmiri,
Irish and Basque terrorism™. While
it is one thing to talk tough, what

L

the US would need to do in the
coming months is to walk the talk.
While President Bush and his cab-
inet are professing a commitment
to the second option, they are at the
moment singularly focused on
implementing the first. Rhetoric
and reality are as different as chalk
and cheese. This could well be the
nemesis of the mighty US.

It would be in the national and
strategic interest of the US not to
succumb to the first option but
throw its might and resources
behind the second. While bringing
Osama bin Laden and others to jus-
tice, “double standards” on terror-
ism would have to be eschewed
once and for all.

Sadly, the US leadership is seek-
ing the help of the very same nation
which is responsible for globalis-
ing terrorism. The Taliban regime
is a proxy of the Pakistani estab-
lishment. And Afghanistan is the
strategic depth of Pakistan. If there
is one country that is today respon-
sible for the mayhem in America,
it is Pakistan and ironically. the US
is turning to Pakistan for support in
its war against terrorism. More
than 60,000 people have died in
Punjab and Kashmir alone in the
last two decades not to mention
Chechnya and other nations,
thanks to terror being elevated and
refined into a state policy by Pak-
istan. Civilised society is paying
the price in blood for the flawed

Afghan-policy of the US and its
NATO allies in the 80s and 90s.
The world is bearing the brunt of
the jehadisation of civil society in
Pakistan.

Eliminating Osama bin Laden
just may not resolve the problem.
It may just tantamount to cutting
just one of the heads of a hydra-
headed monster with the severed
head being elevated to the status of

More than 60,000
people have died in
Punjab and
Kashmir alone in the
last two decades,
thanks to terror
being elevated and
refined into a state
policy by Pakistan.

a “cult figure” inspiring other mis-
guided zealots to follow suit. The
solution lies in eliminating the
monster by throttling its “‘real”
support structure. The support
structure in this case being the Tal-
iban government of Afghanistan
and more so the military establish-
ment in Pakistan that has con-
ceived, conceptualised and imple-
mented the basic philosophy of
jehad around the world.

As a first step, the US must insist
upon fresh election in Pakistan to
restore civilian rule. The street
protests in Pakistan in support of
bin Laden are a manifestation of
the military regime’s attempt to run
with the hare and hunt with the
hound. It is an attempt to show to
the US that the Pakistani govern-
ment, despite hostile public opin-
ion, is trying it’s best to be a loyal
“friend” of the US in it’s hour of
need. The US must not allow itself
to be fooled by these shenanigans.

President Bush’s attempt to occu-
py the moral high ground since
September 11 would lose much of
its sheen if it is seen cozying up to
a dictator for narrow partisan ends.
Moreover, if Pakistan does not
want to play footsie with the US
anymore, there is the real danger of
its military-mullah combine trans-
ferring its nuclear wherewithal to
the likes of bin Laden. This would
constitute the single biggest threat
to global civil society.

Insofar as Afghanistan is con-
cerned, the US should not commit
the folly of committing its ground
troops to a short or a long term bat-
tle. The geography of A fghanistan
is it’s biggest ally from outside
elements.

The USA’s attempt to prop up
deposed ruler like Zahir Shah
would be a non-starter. The US
would have to create conditions
conducive to the establishment of

a government duly elected by the
people of Afghanistan in a free and
fair election conducted under inter-
national supervision once the Tal-
iban is exterminated. Afghanistan
must become the litmus test of the
US’ commitment to democracy.

The US must not allow the con-
flict to acquire the overtones of a
civilisational clash. All talk of cru-
sades against terrorism conjures up
images, which the Islamic world
both theologically and historically
is not comfortable with. A clear
distinction has to be made by the
US between Islam and terrorism.

If the US is finally serious about
eradicating mindless violence and
making the world a safer place to
live, it would have to make funda-
mental course corrections in its
foreign policy orientation.

The “company” that the US
chooses to keep in the coming
days inits first war of the 2 I st cen-
tury would reflect its resolve and
seriousness to fight a sustained
war against terrorism.

The US will have to visibly
demonstrate that it considers all
forms of terrorism as equally rep-
rehensible,be it in New York or
New Delhi. Caesar’s wife would
not only have to be virtuous but
also look to be virtuous.

The writer is a practising
lawyer and a former president
of the Indian Youth Congress.

The beginnings of insurgency

Davip DEVADAS

Mushtaq Ahmed Bhat looks pret-
ty relaxed as he strides in, one
hand manacled to a thick chain.
The other end of the chain is held
by one of the posse of policemen
who accompany him. It is his day
to appear before the trial court at
Srinagar just off Lal Chowk.
Mushtaqg-ul Islam, as Bhat likes to
be called, has spent most of the
past ten years in custody. He sits
in the varandah and looks relaxed.

Mushtaq’s mother is already
there with food. She offers lassi to
the policemen who watch inter-
estedly, particularly when we talk
of the beginnings of Kashmir’s
insurgency.

Mushtaq may be only in his
mid-30s but was a pan-lslamic
demagogue in the 1980s. He first
burst into the limelight when he
ran onto the field during lunch
break on the first day of an India-
West Indies cricket match in 1983
and dug up the pitch. He was
nicknamed Guga as a child and,
during the formative years of the
insurgency, was called Guga-djinn
or Guga sahib, depending on
whether one liked him or not.
Mushte the chief commander of
Hizbullah, one of the smaller
Kashmiri militant outfits, but the
largest among the few that sub-
scribed zealously to a pan-Islam-
ic ideology.

!

As then, he believes now that the
entire Islamic ummat or commu-
nity should be under the religious
and political control of a single
authority, a modern day Caliph.
Iran’s 1979 revolution helped to
spark the Caliphate, or “Khilafat,”
sentiment in the boy and, unlike
many of those who shared the
view in the 1980s, he continued to
hold to the principle. He says he
doesn’t approve of killing inno-
cents but has high regard for
Osama bin Laden and the Taliban,

| KASHMIR DIARY

who base their doctrine on reviv-
ing Khilafat. Mushtaq looks clear-
eyed and at peace as he says that,
even today, the Khilafat move-
ment worldwide is strong and not
just limited to the Taliban. Indeed,
he seems to know a great deal and
says that Lebanon is the biggest
centre for this ideology today,
after Afghanistan.

Recounting the beginnings of
the movement in Kashmir, he says
that, unlike groups that sought
independence and those who were
committed simply to the state’s
accession to Pakistan, he believed
in accession to Pakistan only as a
first step towards the establish-
ment of Khilafat. He still does not
believe that Pakistan is truly
Islamic, he adds. Among other

Kashmiri groups that shared this
ideology were Jamiat-ul
Mujahideen, the largely Shia
Hizb-ul Momineen and Pasdar-i-
Inquilabi-Islamia. Jamiat.

The Jamaat-e-Islami, which
adopted the leading militant group
Hizb-ul Mujahideen and thus
became a dominant force in 1992-
93, is relatively reserved. Indeed,
G.M.Bhat, Kashmir’s Amir-e;
Jamaat, disavows militancy alto«
gether, cleverly taking the liné
that the Hizb may have claimed
that the Jamaat was its patron buf
the Jamaat never once declared
that the Hizb was amaat’s nomine¢
in the Hurriyat Conference, Syed
Ali Shah Geelani, is more forth+
right than Bhat. He acknowledges$
that the Jamaat adopted the Hizb:
Plus, he holds firmly that Islam
must control every aspect of &
believer’s life, including the polit:
ical. The Jamaat’s founding d
trine too supports the establishs
ment of a Caliphate rather thu1
nationalism. Geelani states, how
ever, that he has always belieye:
that, when the subcontinent was
partitioned, Kashmir should havé
become part of Pakistan. Khilafag
no doubt, has to wait for the right
time and nationalism must fill th¢

gap. o

Mushtaq, on the other hai‘gd'
_seems to believe that the time i§
" fast approaching, his manacles
notwithstanding. i
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T AN AGE when
people are thinking of
retirement, you are
getting new ideas and

still
patenting them. How do you
manage to do that? ’

(laughs) What else would 1
do? The excitement of where
this thing is going is what
keeps me going. I keep coming
up with ideas and ideas are like
babies, you can’t throw them
away! -

" You got ypur last patent a
couple of mionths ago.

I had filed for two patents a
few months ago and there are
four more to come.

\How many paterits do you
have?

American in 1960 and so on.

Are you excited about the
direction things are
moving in?

If you introduce a field,
which is what I did 50 years
ago, and then be in it as it
develops, you have to -be
excited about it. First came the
fibre optics applications in
diagnostic medicine. From
diagnostic  medicine, we
moved to surgical lasers and
then came the Vietnam war
where they needed night-
vision devises that used fibre
optics. It was not until the late
sixties that we realised that it
was possible to make very
high purity glass which could
transmit light over many
kilometres. That ‘immediately

ANHEIMAN

many other things and so I
coined the term fibre optics.

It has been a long journey
from India to England to the
USA, from a student to an
academic to an entrepreneur.

The physical journe)I/ has
been interesting and 1 had
straddled academia and

industry most of my life,
except for the past 10 years
because the tempo has picked
up a lot in the field. |

You established Optics
Technology in 1960 and you
launched your fourth
company a few months ago.

I have recently launched K2
Optronics. There are a lot of
different ways of Iookinﬁg at K2

number of books and we are
setting up chairs in
universities. We have set up
one at the University of
California for Sikh studies and
we were involved in The Arts
of the Sikh Kingdoms
Exhibition that was held in the
UK, the USA and India. We are
hoping to establish a museum
in the USA. The ~focus is
primarily on the richriess of
the heritage.

You were born in Moga, but
studied in Dehra Dun.

I was just born in Mog’a',"(utl
grew up in Dehra Dun. From
there | went to London and
California. It has been an
interesting journey.

- When you see a state like

He was in the Silicon Valley before it was called by that name. He is a pioneer who
opened up the whole new field of fibre optics that effected change in ways that had
seemed inconceivable earlier. He prospered, founded four companies and made

millions of dollars much before other Indian hi-tech ent

preneurs. The man who

“bent light”,"Narinder Singh Kapani, has been at the centre of the hi-tech world for
over 50 years now and is still going strong at 70. Roopinder Singh met the “father of
fibre optics’, who was in Chandigarh recently.

" You know, I have stop]l::e
countini. Probably 150 plus.
After hundred, you stop
counting.

Are these patents all in fibre
optics?

Lasers and instruments and
devices of various kinds.

The basic issue is that light
was supposed to travel in a

#inight lines till you started
thinl%il;lg of ways oty bending it.

I was a high-school studeng

in Dehra Dun and we had this‘\

young teacher who was rather! 1S
" within  a

interesting. This guy once said
in a very authoritative way,
‘Light only travels in straight
lines.” I was sitting there as a
little child and said to myself,
‘Come on, that's not true.

After I graduated, I started”

training in the Ordnance
Factory in Dehra Dun where I
laid a number of prisms and
experimented with them. This
was cheating. The actual use of
fibres to transmit light energy
started when I was a graduate
student at Imperial College,
London, on a Royal Society
scholarship.

You wrote that famous
article in Nature in '54.

Ves, that, and the cover
appicle in Scientific

opened the optical
communication market. First
local area networks, then long-
distance communication and
now voice, data and images
are being transmitted through
fibre optics. Though now we
talk in terms of bandwidth of
10 gigabits or more, I believe
that the bandwidth problem
will no longer be an issue. We
will see huge bandwidth and it
will be nearly for free.

The thing that I find very
exciting is that the more we are
doing, the more opportunities
there are for innovation. There
is a lot more ahead, whether it
is computer-to-computer,
computer, a
‘i metropolitan network or long-
\distance communication.

\

'You are called “father of
fibre optics.”

You know, they call me
“father of fibre optics,” “the
unsung hero” (Forbes
magazine), and all kind of
things, . but if dozens of
investigators in the field had
not contributed to it, this
‘would have just remained an
idea. Therefore, I don’t deserve
100 per cent credit!

I (Edn’t coin the word fibre
optics till 1955 because prior to
that, I just thought that we
would use fibres in diagnostic
instrumentation. In 1955, I
realised that it could be used in

Optronics. It is Kapani2, of
course it is year.2000 and K2 is
the second-highest peak.
People said to me, why did
you pick up the second-
highest peak? I say, well, you
know, at my age, it’s nice to be
a little modest (laughs).

What's this company going
to focus on?

Almost entirely on fibre optic
communication devices,
particularly switches—the
area that has a major problem
and a huge potential.

When you have a large
number of signals coming
through a number of fibres
and you want to switch any
one of these to a particular
outside fibre without
converting light into electricity,
that is a difficult problem, and I
have a couple of interesting
ideas for making it happen.
The other area that we are
working in is having a tuneable
laser so that you can tune the
wavelength. These are both
Holy Grails, each of these open
a huge market, but who knows
what the next idea will be.

When did you setup the

"“Sikh Foundation? - -~

The Sikh Foundation was set
up if"December, 1967. We ran
a magazine-Sik/i Sansar for five
years. We haveé-published a

Punjab, you notice that there
is not much investment in
technology there. Why dg/you
think this is not happenihg?

1 think it is the “chicken and
egg” problem. Regardless of
where it is, Punjab or California,
you need a number of factors to
have hi-tech entrepreneurial
ventures. You need to have
entrepreneurs who have gOOd
ideas that have a good market.
You need infrastructure. What
Gurnihal Pirzada, Managing
Director, Punjab State
Electronics Development and
Production Corporation, is
doing is highly important. You
need access to capital and
talent, trained people and a
financial market — a situation
such that when you make your
company public, there should
be interest in it. That’s what
needs to be developed in
Punjab. It is coming.

Compared to the kind of

attitude you have seen in
southern states, how does
Punjab fare?

It is definitely behind. That
is why I say that time is of
essence. I appreciate the
lightning speed at which
Pirzada’s organisation is
moving. That is the kind of
thing you need. Cut through
the red tape. Get the show
on the road.

What are the other things
that can put off a foreign
investor?

Of course, the government is
the first one (laughs). The other
is the lack of infrastructure,
power, transportation,
communication, hotels and
human resources.

What kind of a skill set
weuld you be looking at if
you were to come here?

There are three levels. One is
a technical administrator, who
understands technology and
has the ability to mobilise
departments and people. The
second set is the hands-on
engineers who can handle
development of products. [
would also need a number of _

persons who can handle”

specific tasks.

What kind of curriculum
should there be for young
students who want to make a
career in hi-tech business?

It depends on the kind of
industry they want to join—
chemical, bio-products,
manufacturing or information

technology. hatever their
area of specialisation, a
background in physics,

chemistry or engineering is
important.

Do you think that graduate
students stand a chance in the
open market?

The foundation is therc. What
now needs to be done is to
inspire  them.  Generally,
university professors teach and
stay in ivory towers. The days
of isolation are gone. I am not
suggesting that universities do
not need dreamers, You always
need them, but you have to ge
practical as well.

Imagine a situation where
you, are asked to develop this
region for new industries.
What will you do?

With a free rein and
unlimited resources (laughs), |
would not offer entrepreneurs
land, because there are too
many headaches involved in it.
1 would rather offer them built-

up areas that are nearly
finished.

For the availability ot
people, I would work

closely with universities
and make their curriculum
more hands-on. I would like

the universities to shift from
MBA to entreprencurial
training. I would also ook
at the transport problems; it
takes too long to. get to
Delhi or anywhere else. |
would make sure that we
had a real international
airport. Unless you conncect
people and places to
impogtant centres abroad,
you will lose. When you are
entering into joint ventures
with investors, you need to
provide facilities to them,
so that they feel at home.

Young entrepreneurs here
will have to be helped in
making their operational
plans and finding money on
a reasonable basis. Just one
of these won’t do it; you
have to do most of these

things if not all ¢

voice, and images by the passage of light
through thin, transparent fibres. It is also
spelt fiber optics. In telecommunications,
fibre optic technology has virtually replaced
the copper wire in long-distance telephone

IT IS THE SCIENCE of transmitting data,

lines and it is used to limk
computers within local area
networks. Fibre optics is also
the basis of the fibrescopes
used in examining the
internal parts of the body
(endoscopy) or inspecting the
interiors of manufactured
structural products.

The basic medium of fibre
optics is a hair-thin fibre that
is sometimes made of plastic,
but mere often of glass. A
typical glass optical fibre has
a | diameter of 125
migrometres (m), or 0.125
mm’ (0.005 inch). This is
actually the diameter of the
cladding or outer reflecting
layer. The core, or inner
transmitting cylinder, may
have a diameter as small as 10
m. Through a process called
total internal reflection, light
rays beamed into the fibre

-

can propagate within the core for great

w1 distances with remarkably little attenuation
. or reduction in intensity. The degree of
ittenuation over distance varies according to
light
composition of the fibre. When glass fibres of
& core/cladding design were introduced in the

I
i the wavelength of the
P

 early 1950s, the presence
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restricted their employment to short lengths
sufficient for endoscopy. In 1966, electrical
engineers working in England suggested
using fibres for telecommunication, and
within two decades silica glass fibres were
being produced with sufficient purity that

infrared light signals could
travel through these for 100
km (60 miles) or more
without having to be boosted
by repeaters. Plastic fibres,

usually made of
polymethylmethacrylate,
polystyrene, or

polycarbonate, are cheaper to
produce and more flexible
than glass fibres. However,
their greater attenuation of
light restricts their use to
much shorter links within
buildings or automobiles.

Optical telecommunication is
usually conducted with infra-
red light in the wavelength
ranges of 0.8-0.9 m or 1.3-1.6
m — wavelengths that are
efficiently generated by light-
emitting diodes or
semiconductor lasers and
that suffer least attenuation in
glass  fibres.  Fibrescope

inspection in endoscopy or industry is
conducted in the visible ‘wavelengths — one
bundle of fibres being used to illuminate the
examined area with light and another bundle
serving as an elongated lens for transmitting

the human eve or a video

— Source: Encyclopadia Britannica

" By Aradhika Sekhon
VER the 'last 50 years,
there have been

Odramatic changes in

what is perceived as a ‘beautiful’
body. From a mild interest in
maintaining a good physique a
few decades back to a virtual
obsession with  “looking
right”women in India have
come a long way. Nowadays, the
so-called “lollipop ladies”
abound (thus termed because
their body silhouettes resemble
lollipops — sticks for bodies,
topped with heads). To get that
look, they are constantly under
pressure to starve, to mutilate,
and they hate themselves if they
are “only normal women.”
International influences -on

Indian women in matters of -

looks, fashion and lifestyle are a
major reason for the shifting
perception of what is beautiful.
, Photographs of reed-thin
Yyodels in glossy inagazines
7 must also take the responsibility
for the obsession with body
image. Surprisingly, this ideally
desirable body image has been
promoted not by or for men but
by other women. By and large, it

is believed men like volupfuous-

women and women do
understand that to be attractive
to the opposite sex, it isnt
necessary to look starved.
However, for their own self-
esteem and confidence, the
“perfect® body”  becomes
important. In a perverse sort of a
way, women’s self-image has
liberated them from the

bondage of wanting to look a
certain way only for men. In
fact, women have chosen g
completely different look from
what is traditionally considered
desirably by men and, thus,
have consciously made their
own choice.

To see the drastic change in the
“shape of things,” one just
needs consider the leading
ladies of Bollywood. The 50s,
60s and 70s saw leading ladies
whose main claim to beauty was
not their bodies but their faces
— emotive eyes, sharp noses,
long hair and expressive voices.
The immensely talented Meena
Kumari, the lovely Madhubala,
the statuesque Nargis, Nanda,
Mala Sinha, Asha Parekh, and
dancers like Madhumati, Bindu
and Aruna Irani were well-
endowed and comfortable with
their bodies. The 70s saw
‘Zeenie baby’ and Parveen Babi
with their spectacular bodies
happily co-existing with a
demure and rounded Moushmi
Chatterjee or Hema Malini, the
‘dream girl’ of India. The 80s
accepted and celebrated Sridevi
and Jaya Prada. The pressure on

.glamour icons to look like
Aishwarya Rai or Karisma is so
immense that Raveéna Tandon,
a veteran-.in the glamour
business now, worries about
how tough life has become after
the influx of models into movies.
Things have come to such a pass
that Liz Hurley says that she
finds Marilyn Monroe, the
ultimate pin-up girl, to be fat!

The. increasing interchange-
ability of looks where India

unconditionally accepts the
western silhouette is resulting in
a universal look for Indian
women. Girls now have role
models who emphasise weight
and shape without a thought for
what is healthy, feminine and
desirable. They go to dangerous
lengths to acquire ‘the look.” In
the UK, a British Medical
Association report revealed that

an

approximately one million
people in the country were
anorexic or bulimic, and 58 per
cent  girls found their
appearance to be the greatest
pre-occupation in their lives. As
many as two-thirds found
themselves feeling inadequate
compared to media images of
the ideal female. India, too, has
cause to worry because anorexia

and bulimia (eating disorders)
that were hardly known a
decade ago have now become
household worries.

Thanks to skeletal stars like
Alley McBeal (Calista Flockart),
the body image can become a

problem for thousands of
women. Not just people
suffering from eating disorders,
but normal, everyday, healthy

women suffer anxieties and self-
disgust as they mull over their
perceived inadequacies. Of
course, when one looks at a
reed-thin model, one can argue
that she can't possibly be
considered the norm and the
way she looks is pure fantasy
unless one has a team of stylish,
professional  photographers,
flattering lighting and computer

enhancement at hand. But being
the glamour junkies that most
women are, the message that
they receive from the media is
that it is not attractive to have a
stomach, thighs or hips of
normal female proportions: In
fact, thousands of women are
spending a serious amount of
time and money to surmount’
their “physical handicaps.”
Mentally and emotionally, too,
an unrealistic body image
affects the quality of life. No one
can dispute the confidence that
the realisation of looking good
can generate. However, when
“looking good” reads “looking
thin”, body confidence can take
quite a battering. This results in
calorie-counting, over
exercising and fretting about the
body, not to mention the guilt
that a cola or a samosa can
generate. The truth, however, is

that the super-waif look,
beloved to the catwalk, is
possible if a woman eats

nothing but salad and exercises
herself to exhaustion.

So the message that a
multitude of women are
receiving from the fashion

industry and fashion media is
that to be attractive and
successful, a woman must look a
certain way. Fat or even normal
women aren’t worth bothering
with. To break out of this
masochistic bind that women

‘have worked themselved into, it

is essential that positive images
of healthy, natural models are
projected. Media should use
images of women with whom
the vast multitude can identify.

Let females be happy with their
curves or voluptuousness by
allowing  healthy  women
models all those lovely designer
clothes which anvone would
want to possess. Why must a
woman be size 8 to be
fashionable? She can be a good
size 12-14-16 and still be bang
up to the minute when it comes
to her wardrobe.

Luckily in the India, there
remains a ray of hope. Cable T\
which has brought us the reed-
thin models and performers, has
also brought forth “women of
substance” who dare to be
“wholesome.” If one looks at the
stars of the soaps on the small
screen, one sees that many of
these women are as normal as
can be reasonably accepted of
stars. Shefali Chaya, Neena
Gupta, Divya Seth etc. act in
serials  which® convincingly
portray them as desirable
women with several swains. Of
course there -are others like
Achint Kaur as well, but a
healthy mix beamed over the
cable can only lead to a more
acceptable and realistic body
image among —the women
viewers.

There are also some
Bollywood heroines even today
who remain popular in spite of
their rounded figures like Kajol,
Rani Mukherjee, Preity Zinta,
and Tabu. Women love them
and if they stay around they
may be able to engender more
realistic standards of an
acceptable body image ¢
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More than an
artist, Nek
Chandwas an
institution, an
iconicfigure
whose creation
put Chandigarh
onthe
international
art landscape.
He inspired with
the artthat he
brought alive
fromthe
leftovers of
modern
development
Processes

The Rock Garden
throbs with the
beat of bright
colours of
figurines and
sculptural
elements carved
out of waste
materials.
Textures of
cinder, slag,
boulders and
rocks create a
symphony of
tactile surfaces.

Shaping concrete into so

ROOPINDER SINGH

HE Partition was the catalyst.

It resulted in Nek Chand

being displaced from his

home in what became Pak-
istan in 1947. It was because of the Par-
tition that the truncated Punjab would
need a new capital, which would
become the place that would give Nek
Chand employment, a new home and
eventually allow him to give concrete
shape to his creative genius.

Construction detritus was the
inevitable byproduct of the execution of
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru's
vision of the new modern city —
Chandigarh. Contributing to it was Nek
Chand, till one day in 1959, he trans-
formed what was, till then, waste into
an expression of the inner artist in him.

He cycled around the city, picking up
discarded objects. He transported water
and cement to a site that was a store for
the Public Works Department in an
overgrown piece of land at the edge of
the town and set to work with his hands,
shaping human and animal figures.

Nek Chand was essentially an intro-
vert and this too was an inward journey,
which he shared with his family and a
few friends. He carried out his work in
secrecy since he was essentially work-
ing on public land, without permission
of the city officials concerned. When
the authorities stumbled upon his cre-
ation, they threatened to clear this
encroachment.

The secret was out, and when people
saw what Nek Chand had done, many
were impressed enough to thwart the
shortsighted city officials. Artists, cul-
turally inclined persons, judges, senior
officers, journalists, and photographers,
all came to the support of the man, who
had created a wonder in the wasteland.

After the struggle, what Nek Chand
had termed as the 'Kingdom of Gods
and Goddesses' was named the Rock

-stirring sculptures

NEK CHAND 1924-2015

Nek Chand had a gentle smile on his face and a mild manner. He also had a steely will that enabled him to handle the vicissitudes of life. PHOTO BY THE WRITER

Garden and thrown open to the public
on January 24, 1976.

Public recognition followed. He was
awarded the Grande Medalle de Vermeil
in Paris in 1980, and three years later, a
postal stamp that featured the now-icon-
ic sculptures of the Rock Garden was
issued. In 1984, he was awarded the Pad-
ma Shri by President Giani Zail Singh.

They say that a genius is never recog-
nised at home. While Nek Chand
received support from his wife Kamla
and children Neelam and Anuj, his

association with officials of the Chandi-
garh Administration was often patchy.
Vicissitudes of time had shaped Nek
Chand's personality in many ways. He
had a lot of patience and he needed all
of it when he dealt with red tape. Many
an announcement was made in support
of the Rock Garden and its creator,
often to be defeated by petty officials.
Matters came to a head in 1990, when
the Chief Administrator threatened to
demolish the Rock Garden, but people
formed human shields and the ensuing

hue and cry made the official machin-
ery retreat. The Rock Garden has gone
from strength to strength since.

Nek Chand visited his office in the
Rock Garden regularly. He would check
his creation every day to ensure that all
was in order. He would identify whatev-
er needed intervention and then check
again in the evening whether the work
had been done to his satisfaction.

His growing international fame result-
ed in his travelling abroad to showcase
his work, or to receive honours. He con-

tinued to inspire young people, and
would personally lead teams of volun-
teers which came to the Rock Garden to
learn at the feet of the master.

While mild-mannered, he was a no-
nonsense man who inspired with the art
that he brought alive from the leftovers
of modern development processes.
Even as he shaped concrete and rocks
into soul-stirring sculptures, Nek Chand
helped to shape the image of the city he
lived in. He will be missed, even as his
work will keep his legacy alive.

Nek Chand and Le Corbusier rock together

RajNisH WATTAS

O Nek Chand and Le Corbusier
D have anything in common? No,
most would say. Except per-
haps, the cheek-by-jowl locations of
their masterly creations: the Rock Gar-
den and the Capitol Complex, both
located at the northern tip of Chandi-
garh. The Capitol, built by design,
rigours of geometry and official patron-
age — and the other by stealth and in
defiance of the City’s Cartesian grid.
Yet, the two share strong primeval
artistic impulses inspired by nature
and primary elements of landscape.
As realms of public art, the seeming
polarities are deceptive. Beneath the
palimpsests and patinas of their work, the
essential elements are nature, sculpture,
colour and texture with the centrality of
the human being in their inner core. The
spatial experience of visiting both Rock
Garden and the Capitol is far more similar
in spirit than is obvious. Both are located
at the ‘head’ of the City plan amidst what
Corbusier called as the “Capitol Parc” —
the stretch of greenery, pastoral, bucolic
settings at the north-eastern tip. Of
course, one as a conscious choice and the
other by quirk of opportunity. But very
often the deliberate is merely a crystalli-
sation of sieving layers of ideas and

Rock Garden has folksy sculptures, carved by an untrained man with abandon but

shaped by hands that moved with divine impulse.

“crowning glory” of the layout plan
enclosed by earthforms with dense vege-
tation, concealing the edifices from the
City and unfold in a nuanced, teasing,
playful process. The Rock garden
abounds with surprising, turn of corner
spatial experiences inside and from the
outside fiercely concealing it’s presence.

The elements of Rock Garden are

TRINUNE PHOTO: MANOJ MAHAJAN

untrained mind with abandon, but
shaped by hands that moved with
divine impulse. Corbusier too would
often meander into nearby villages,
feverishly sketching vernacular decora-
tions, murals adorning humble mud
houses. He was equally fascinated by the
shapes of rural artefacts and tools like
bullock cart wheels — and in fact by bul-

horns held a special fascination for him.
Later, he translated this powerful sweep
of curves into the form of the canopy in
front of the Assembly building.

Corbusier also spent much time in
sketching the shapes, forms and curves
of rocks, pebbles, seashells at beaches,
river beds; studying their curves, shad-
ows out of which in flashes of creative
inventiveness would later inspire archi-
tectural forms like the hyperboloid dome
above the Assembly, and in many of his
other projects.

Beneath the Assembly canopy, the main
entrance door is a 21 feet by 21 feet huge
door painted by Corbusier with vibrant
colours and motifs of sun, cosmos, trees,
rivulets and animals etc. This splash of
bold colours against the backdrop of the
grey rough-hewn textures of concrete sur-
faces is visually counter balanced by pri-
mary colours of yellow, green and red on
the giant pylons supporting the arcaded
roof of High Court. The giant tapestries
hanging on full walls of the courts and the
Assembly interiors are also replete with
folk and nature motifs.

Rock Garden throbs with the beat of
bright colours of figures, figurines and
sculptural elements carved out of waste
materials. Textures of cinder, slag, boul-
ders, rocks create a symphony of tactile
surfaces contrasting with the slickness of

had called reinforced concrete as, “the
molten rock of 20th century” and
explored its immense sculptural qualities
and deliberately left natural, unfinished
surfaces called beton brut on his building
facades as a design decision.

The Rock Garden in it’s second phase
moves from the primary theme of waste
material sculptures to recalling the Ama-
zonian, untouched beauty and order of
pristine nature’s playground — explor-
ing, discovering hidden waterfalls, pillar
roots of giant Banyan trees in serpentine
embrace of rocks, boulders or bridges, a
walk in some undiscovered island jun-
gle. The Capitol Complex too tries to con-
nect the manmade edifices, cryptic mon-
uments celebrating the movement of
sun, folk elements to the cosmic to the
jagged skylines of the timeless
Himalayas in the backdrop. The elemen-
tal, creative driving force in both the
Rock Garden and the Capitol is rooted in
invoking the timeless, the primordial
and the eternal —nature in its raw beau-
ty. As Chandigarh’s beloved jewel Nek
Chand, affectionately called ‘Bawji’
leaves this universe to build another fan-
tasy garden up there, the two creative
geniuses who gave international acclaim
to Chandigarh will rock together.

— The writer is the former principal of the Chandigarh
College of Architecture and a noted writer,

forms. The Capitol was conceived as the folksy sculptures, carved by an locks themselves! Their sharp, piercing modernurban glossy materials. Corbusier author and architectural critic.
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ROOPINDER SINGH TALKS TO
NATWAR SINGH,

Formerforeign minister and author of
‘One Lifeis Not Enough’

#Then there is the other
side [of Sonia] which is
harder. | got to know her
extremely well and | used
to see her almost every
day and we used to talk
for hours and hours. So
when the Volcker thing
happened, | expected her
to say ‘Natwar can never
do this sort of a thing’.99

® As a son, | give Rahul
full marks that he told his
mother: “You'll get killed.
My father got killed, my
grandmother got killed
and you will get killed.”
As a leader, there were
great expectations from
him because he is a very
fine young man, and he
reads a great deal. But
for politics, you must
have fire in your belly, he
doesn’t have that.99

PROFILE

HARIHAR SWARUP WRITES ABOUT
CHANDI PRASAD BHATT,
Gandhi Peace Award recipient

The way Sonia dropped me was a shock
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man who was for years known
to be closemouthed about the
Nehru-Gandhi  family has
opened up, and how. His latest
book, ‘One Life is Not Enough’, has the
political classes chattering and the TV
viewing classes getting their thrills over
the ‘juicy bits’. Natwar Singh was an
IF'S officer for over 33 years, who was
awarded the Padma Bhushan in 1984.
After resigning from the service, he
became a politician and served in Rajiv
Gandhi’s Cabinet. He was the External
Affairs Minister in Manmohan Singh’s
Cabinet till he was named in a report on
the Iraq oil-for-food scandal in 2005.
Natwar Singh has written many books
earlier, but his just-released tell-all
account of his life and politics has raised
a furore in the Congress circles, and
even provoked a reaction from the reti-
cent Sonia Gandhi. At 83, he has a sharp
memory and the perspective of a person
who had a ringside view of major events
in India, which he pens down with a
quill that seeks to undo ‘perceived
injustices’ as he gives his side of the sto-
ry. Excerpts from an interview:

The closest association that you had was with
Mrs Indira Gandhi.

Among the Indians. Abroad, I had E.M.
Forster.

With Mrs Gandhi, from what | remember of
your other writings, it started with a mutual
love of books and then it developed into

other spheres.

Harsha and Ajit, sons of Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru’s younger sister, Krish-
na Hutheesing, were in school with
me. I would see her whenever I was in
Delhi. I met Panditji and Mrs Gandhi
there sometimes.

I was in the Permanent Mission of
India in New York from 1961 to 1966.
Mrs Gandhi visited America for talks
with President Lyndon B. Johnson, I
had to return to India but there was an
Air India strike. I asked her if I could
travel with her. She agreed.

How did you join the Prime Minister’s Office?
I came back and joined the Ministry of
External Affairs in the UN division. On
May 19, 1966, I was told that I was being
shifted to the Prime Minister’s Secre-
tariat. The appointment came as a sur-
prise and to this day I don’t know how it
came about. Thereafter I saw her [Indira
Gandhi] every day for the next five
years. She was exceptionally good to me.
In 1983, although I was the junior-most
secretary in the Ministry of External
Affairs, she made me Secretary General
of the Non-Aligned Summit. It was a
very big honour and fortunately the
Summit ended on a high note. After this
I also handled the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting the same
year. This was easier, because it was
smaller, and everyone spoke English.

How did you get into politics?

After handling the two conferences, I
felt that I had reached the peak of my
career. I spoke to Mrs Gandhi and said
that I would like to get into politics,
and that I had the Rajya Sabha in
mind. She said nothing. A few months

later, she called me and said, Natwar,
why don’t you fight for the Lok Sabha?
I said: “I will.” Some of Rajiv’s advis-
ers like Arun Nehru and Arun Singh
did not want me to get into politics, and
they thought that I would not fight the
Lok Sabha elections.

What advice did Mrs Gandhi give you about
politics?

Just a few days before she was assassi-
nated, I told her I was leaving for
Bharatpur to start politicking. I would
get myself a new wardrobe. She said:
“Now that you are coming into politics, a
thicker skin would be more useful.”

Were you able to follow that advice?
No, I haven’t followed it. I have a very
thin skin.

You were asked to be Lt Governor of Delhi
after the 1984 anti-Sikh riots?

After Indira Gandhi was assassinated,
Rajiv Gandhi told me that the situa-
tion in Delhi was very alarming. He
wanted to remove the Lt Governor and
appoint me. This was the last thing
that I had expected.

Itold him that I must consult my wife.
Hem is a Sikh and was totally opposed
to the idea. The community was being
butchered. What kind of message would
Rajiv send out by appointing the son-in-
law of the late Maharaja of Patiala,
Yadavindara Singh, as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor? I told Rajiv that it would not be
advisable for me to take up the job.
Eventually, Rajiv agreed.

How was it like interacting with Rajiv Gandhi?
He was a very lovable person with a

6 Some of Rajiv’s advisers like Arun
Nehru and Arun Singh did not want
me to get into politics, and they
thought that | would not fight the Lok
Sabha elections.99

@6 After Indira Gandhi was
assassinated, Rajiv Gandhi told me
that the situation in Delhi was very
alarming. He wanted to remove the
Lt Governor and appoint me. This
was the last thing that | had
expected.99

big heart. I don’t think that he had
malice for anybody. That way he was
like his grandfather. He had a great
sense of humour.

When I was Ambassador to Pakistan,
Mrs Gandhi needed Rajiv [to join poli-
tics]. She asked several people to speak
to him. I also spoke with him. He told
me, “Natwar, I am not Sanjay. My salary
is Rs 5,000 a month and I have no mon-
ey. And I like my job.” I told him: “Your
family is no ordinary family. You have
national obligations and there is the her-
itage of your family and your mother
needs you.”

What about the Bofors scandal?
The Bofors issue was mishandled. I was
sitting next to him in Parliament when
he said, “No member of my family is
involved.” I told him: “Aap ko kya zaru-
rat thi yeh kehne ke? (What was the
need for you to say this?)”. I suggested
he should make a committee under the
Cabinet Secretariat to deal with it.

I knew that the question of him having

After years of toil, a recognition

HANDI Prasad Bhatt, who was

decorated with the prestigious

Gandhi Peace Award by Presi-
dent Pranab Mukherjee, is known for
his work on subaltern social ecology,
and considered one of India’s first
modern environmentalist. The Chipko
Movement started by him in 1973 fol-
lowed the method of peaceful and non-
violent Satyagraha for the legitimate
rights of the hill people to collect
wood and fodder and saving them
from calamities owing to large-scale
deforestation.

Other recipients of the award include
former Tanzanian President Dr Julius
Nyerer, Dr Gerhard Fisher of Rama
Krishna Mission in Germany, Baba
Amte, Nelson Mandela, Dr John Hume
of Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan and Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa.

Curtailment of the villagers’ legiti-
mate rights to forest products in
favour of outside commercial interests
enabled Bhatt to mobilise society
members and villagers into the collec-
tive Chipko Andodlan to force revision
of forest policies dating from 1917.
Women, who had to walk miles to gath-
er home fuel and fodder, took the lead.
True to the movement’s non-violent
philosophy, these women clung to
trees to restrict their chopping. Estab-
lishment of “eco-development camps”
brought villagers together to discuss
their needs in the context of ecological
balance of the forest.

Bhatt became increasingly aware of
the threat of indiscriminate tree
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felling in 1970, when a cloudburst over
his home district of Chamoli suddenly
raised the water level of the Alaknan-
da over 60 feet. Some 400 sq miles
were flooded as roads and bridges
washed away and Gauna Lake, former-
ly 330-ft deep, filled with debris. Also
blocked were canals irrigating nearly
one million acres in western UP. In
August 1978, the largest landslide of
the century — over 2 miles long —
blocked the Bhagirath river. Reser-
voirs behind the great hydro-electric
schemes that were the primary energy
hope of the subcontinent were
rapidly silting up.

Born on June 23, 1934, Bhatt is the

second child of Ganga Ram Bhatt and
Maheshi Devi Thapliyal, in a family of
priests. His father died when Chandi
Prasad was still an infant. He was
raised by his mother and his schooling
was done in Rudraprayag and Pauri,
but his education was stopped and he
could not get a degree. The plight of
his family forced him to take up a job
as a booking clerk.

In 1956, Bhatt was inspired by a
speech of Jayaprakash Narayan who
was on a tour of the area. He joined
the Sarvodaya movement, organising
villages for economic development
and fighting liquor abuse throughout
Uttarakhand.

In 1960, Bhatt left his job to plunge
full-time into Sarvodaya activities,
and by 1964, he had instituted the
Dasholi Gram Swarajya Mandal to
organise fellow villagers in Gopeshwar
for employment near their homes in
forest-based industries, making wood-
en implements from ash trees and
gathering and marketing herbs for the
manufacture of ayurvedic medicine.
By the ’80s, the Chipko movement
spread throughout India and led to the
formation of people-sensitive forest
policies and stopping of felling of trees
in regions as far reaching as the Vind-
hyas and Western Ghats.

Presenting the award to him,
President Pranab Mukherjee said the
award was an expression of India’s
belief that the ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi are part of the nation’s collec-
tive living heritage.

taken even a rupee did not arise. It could
have been handled better. Then the
amount was Rs 64 crore, now there is Rs
64,00,000 crore.

Did President Shankar Dayal Sharma say no
to being Prime Minister after Rajiv Gandhi’s
assassination?

PN. Haksar [Principal Secretary to
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi from
1967 to 73] advised Sonia Gandhi to
offer the post to Vice-President
Shankar Dayal Sharma. I went to him
with Aruna Asaf Ali and conveyed
Sonia’s message. But Dr Sharma said:
“The prime-ministership of India is a
full-time job. My age and health would
not let me do justice to the most impor-
tant office in the country.” Then she
called PV. Narasimha Rao.

You were there when Sonia announced that
Manmohan Singh would be prime minister.
When Sonia announced that she had
asked Manmohan Singh to become
prime minister, his immediate response
was, “Madam, I do not have the man-
date.” Sonia’s choosing Manmohan as
prime minister did not go down well
with senior Congress leaders.

You have seen Sonia Gandhi over the years. Is
her public persona a careful construct?

She is one person in private and com-
pletely another in politics. When she
came, naturally she was very shy, she
was 19 years old. Indiraji groomed her
and became very fond of her because
Sonia has many positive qualities which
people don’t know of. She has a great
sense of humour, reads a lot, listens to
music, and is a very sensitive person.

Then there is the other side which is
harder. I got to know her extremely
well and I used to see her almost every
day and we used to talk for hours and
hours. So when the Volcker thing [a
report submitted on October 27, 2005,
by Paul Volcker, former chairman of
the US Federal Reserve, that named
Natwar Singh, the Congress Party and
several corporate houses, companies
and individuals who had allegedly
profited from a $ 60 billion ‘oil-for-food
programme’ established by the UN
Security Council in 1996] happened, I
expected her to say ‘Natwar can never
do this sort of a thing.’

The other side of it is that when I had
a [heart] bypass operation in Novem-
ber 1988, she used to come to hospital.
You can’t forget all that. Then our
daughter Ritu passed away, and within
10 minutes Sonia was at our house in
Vasant Vihar. She was there, giving us
strength, sharing our grief, which
meant a great deal to us.

So I was very upset that she did not
even wait for me to come back from
abroad before a statement was issued
that the Congress was clean, and Nat-
war could take care of himself.
Nobody defies Sonia, she is a tougher
president than Jawaharlal Nehru or
Indira Gandhi or Rajiv Gandhi. She is
very tough, and I am also very strong-
headed. I said, “I am not going to go to
her on my knees.”

But she came to you.

When it was reported that I was doing an
autobiography, Priyanka came and said
that her mother had sent her. She asked
if Iwas going to mention the events that
took place in May 2004 before the swear-
ing-in of the UPA government. I told her
Iintended to do so and that no one could
edit my book. I would not skirt the truth,
nor would I hit below the belt. Certain
proprieties could not be ignored. Just
then Sonia walked in.

You say that Rahul was the person who
insisted that his mother not become

prime minister.

As a son, I give him full marks that he
told his mother: “You’ll get killed. My
father got killed, my grandmother got
killed and you will get killed.” As a
leader, there were great expectations
from him because he is a very fine
young man, and he reads a great deal.
But for politics, you must have fire in
your belly, he doesn’t have that.
The other thing is that without
Sonia Gandhi the Congress would dis-
appear. She has held the party togeth-
er for 15 years.

What about Priyanka? Can she be prime min-
ister one day?

What would happen to her brother? The
family will not be divided. Unlike her
mother and brother, she is a very good
communicator. She is at ease in urban
and rural India. But I don’t see her
entering politics.

The Congress is attacking the book even
before it has been released.

There will be attacks, but I am not going
to respond.

|N PASSING SANDEEPJOSHI

Does this rule apply internally too?

OFF THE CUFF

[ can't wait to get out of the
freezer and get back to the
Caribbean and soak up some
5 of the Caribbean sun.

JASON LIVERMORE, JAMAICAN SPRINTER

['ve been
making music
1| for the past 10
| years. Cars,
fame controversies, all

Commenting on ‘cold Glasgow’

NAYANTARA SAHGAL, AUTHOR
On her failed marriage

There is nothing unusual
about a dysfunctional
marriage. Marriage as an
¥ institution is only for men.

take the focus away from
music. [ want to work
hard on my music for the
next 10 years for a
Grammy award.

HoNEY SINGH, SINGER
Talking about his music
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Marshal Arjan Singh was the only officer of the IAF to be promoted to a five-star rank.

[AFsgrand leader

ROOPINDER SINGH

NDIA has lost a great man.

The Indian Air Force’s only 5-

star officer — a towering per-

sonality in all respects — Arjan

Singh, DFC Marshal of the

Indian Air Force, was a gentle-
man, soldier, and a diplomat. Above
all, he was a leader who led from the
front—in peace, war and even in
philanthropy.

Arjan Singh effortlessly tran-
scended stereotypes. This teeto-
taller dapper fighter pilot was a sol-
dier’s General and also a successful
diplomat. His ramrod posture and
piercing gaze gave him a command-
ing presence, but he had the knack
of making people feel at ease while
he was talking to them. I was a diffi-
dent college student when I first
introduced myself to him, but he
made me comfortable. Decades lat-
er, when I requested his permission
to write his biography, he started off
by saying that there was not much
that could be written about him. He
was truly modest, with not much to
be modest about.

MIAF Arjan Singh DFC passed
away at 98. Risaldar-Major Bhag-
wan Singh’s grandson Arjan Singh
was born to Kishan Singh and Kar-
tar Kaur on April 15, 1919, at Kohali
village in Lyallpur, now in Pak-
istan. Soon after the birth of his
son, Kishan Singh went to Edin-
burgh University to study engi-
neering and then worked with Cey-
lon Railways. Arjan Singh studied
in Government School, Mont-
gomery, and then at Government
College, Lahore. He was in his
fourth year when he was selected
for the Indian Air Force. He trained
in England and later joined No. 1
Squadron at Ambala in January
1940. He flew a Hawker Audax,
which was shot down in the NWFP
by the Pathans later that year. His
gunner was injured in the crash.

Squadron Leader Arjan Singh
was in Delhi for a meeting in 1943
when he met the pretty, young and
petite Teji. The rest, as they say, is
history. The two married in 1948 in
Delhi at the Janpath house of Sir
Sobha Singh, father of noted writer
Khushwant Singh. Promotions
and postings followed. Arjan Singh

Then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi with the then Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Arjan Singh, during the 1960s. FiLe PHOTOS

MIAF Arjan Singh DFC (1919-2017)

Marshal Arjan Singh effortlessly
transcended stereotypes. This teetotaller
dapper fighter pilot was a soldiers General
and also a successful diplomat.

was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross (DFC) in June, 1944
by Lord Louis Mountbatten,
Supreme Allied Commander of
South-East Asia during World War

II, for his bravery in defending the
Imphal Valley.

After Independence, Arjan Singh
built up the Indian Air Force virtu-
ally from scratch and was a key

force in all the three major wars. He
was the first Air Chief Marshal of
the Indian Air Force when, in recog-
nition of the Air Force’s contribu-
tion in the 1965 war, the rank of the
Chief of Air Staff was upgraded to
that of Air Chief Marshal. He was
also conferred the Padma Vib-
hushan that year. He retired as Air
Chief Marshal in 1969.

Two years later, he was appointed
Indian Ambassador to Switzerland
and the Vatican. In 1947, he was
appointed High Commissioner to
Kenya. He was Member of the Minori-
ties Commission in 1980 and served
as Lt. Governor of Delhi in 1989.

He was conferred the rank of Mar-
shal of the Indian Air Force on Inde-
pendence Day in 2002. He was
pleased that the adjunct Retd.
would no longer be used with his
name, ever. Field Marshal is a life-
long appointment.

Two years later, I got a call from
Arjan Singh Aulakh. “I am no
longer a Jat as you said in the book,
I have no land now,” he said. I had
written in his biography that the Jat
in him was kept alive by the farm. “I
discussed it with Teji and my chil-
dren, and we sold the farm to set up
The Marshal of Air Force and Mrs
Arjan Singh Trust to provide
finances for ex-IAF personnel and
their dependents in need of help.”

The couple had three children.
Son Arvind teaches in a university
in America, elder daughter died in
a car accident in 1999 and is sur-
vived by her husband and two chil-
dren and youngest Asha lives in
Delhi. It was in 2011 that Arjan
Singh lost his wife Teji, his partner
in all his endeavours and the wind
beneath his wings.

After her, he continued to soldier
on strongly as ever, making his
presence felt on all important occa-
sions, national and those connect-
ed with the Indian Air Force. His
97th birthday was celebrated in
great style by the IAF and the
Panagarh (West Bengal) air base
was named after him. Today a
heart attack sent him to hospital
and eventually, as the Marshal of
the Indian Air Force soared to meet
his maker, he would certainly have
looked back at the fulfilling sorties
in a life well lived.

Marshal Arjan Singh deboards a MiG 21.

FROM THE TRIBUNE ARCHIVES

When Arjan Singh sold oft

his farm for [AF personnel

ROOPINDER SINGH

ARSHAL of the Indian

Air Force, Arjan Singh,

DFC, has always had a

larger-than-life image,

and this is one person

whose deeds continue to
justify it. The Indian Air Force’s only
Field Marshal has inspired generations
of flyers ever since he joined the IAF in
1939 and was posted to IAF’s Number 1
squadron at Ambala in January 1940, fly-
ing in frail Westland Wapitis.

The man who led the IAF in the 1965
war has sold off his farm near Delhi, and
entrusted a corpus of Rs 2 crore to a trust
devoted to the welfare of retired Air Force
personnel. Known for personal probity
and punctiliousness, the MIAF has set a
wonderful example in using personal
wealth for the welfare of others.

“This is leadership from the front,
which the IAF has seen right from the
time he joined it in 1939, the gallantry in
the Imphal campaign of 1944 and the
conflict of 1965. It is unprecedented and
completely selfless, which is what his
actions have been throughout,” says
Pushpinder Singh, editor of the Vayu
Aerospace Review.

The Marshal of Air Force and Mrs Arjan
Singh Trust will seek to open avenues of
financial relief for ex-IAF personnel and
their dependents who need assistance.

The money has been invested in RBI
bonds and it is expected that the returns
from it will be Rs 16 lakh and “15 per cent
of the interest will be added to the corpus
and the rest disbursed to those applying
for assistance,” says the MIAF.

MIAF Arjan Singh, his wife Teji Arjan
Singh and their son Arvind Singh will be
the trustees for life, but it will be run by
the president of the Air Force Association
and other ex-officio members of the IAFE.

“I had full support of the family,” says
Arjan Singh. His wife, Teji recalls that
when she asked him, why he had put her
name on it, he replied: “If you hadn’t
agreed, how could I have done it?”

The farm that MIAF Arjan Singh sold
was the last link he had with land, which
was very dear to him. His grandfather,
Risaldar-Major Bhagwan Singh, had a
farm near Lyallpur, now called Faislabad,
in Pakistan, where the young Arjan
Singh spent his childhood, watching
planes and dreaming of flying one, some-

day. After Partition, the family was allot-
ted 80 acres of land in Churwali village,
near Adampur, Punjab. “I was also allot-
ted a pucca house. Kartar Singh, a good
man, used to look after the land and
when I sold it, I gave the house to him. I
sold off the land because I could not take
care of it as I was in service. In fact, when
I told Sardar Swaran Singh (the then
External Affairs Minister), in whose con-
stituency my land fell, how much I had
sold it for, he chided me for selling it
below the market rate,” he said in an ear-
lier interview when this writer wrote his
biography. The family also had land in
Terai, which was tilled by his father Kis-
han Singh and other family members.

“I am no longer a Jat as you said in the
book, I have no land now,” said Arjan
Singh, recalling a comment made in the
book, written two years ago, that the Jat
in him was kept alive by the farm.

For this Aulakh Jat, giving up his land is
agreat gesture, and by setting up a trust for
the welfare of others, Arjan Singh has seta
shining example in a nation where such
things have become rare. He has also insti-
tutionalised the trust by ensuring that
family members do not run it. IAF officials
“who are more in touch with the current
needs” control it. This makes it even more
important that his example be emulated.
For this a climate has to be created, where
such trusts are encouraged.

The founder of The Tribune, Dyal
Singh Majithia, set up a number of trusts
to serve the public, including The Tri-
bune Trust, Union Academy (later known
as Dyal Singh School and Dyal Singh
College), Lahore, Dyal Singh Library and
Dyal Singh College, New Delhi. The
nation, on the whole, had gained a lot
from philanthropic trusts like the Dorab-
jiTata Trust, which helped set up the first
cancer hospital in Asia, and the Birla
Educational Trust that runs hundreds of
primary schools and colleges.

Unlike these luminaries, MIAF Arjan
Singh comes from a service background.
His father, Kishan Singh, a civil engineer,
worked in Ceylon Railways. However he
has always been large-hearted, and eventu-
ally it is not what you have that counts, it is
what you give that makes a difference. The
IAFwill surely remember this magnificent
gesture of'its Field Marshal for a long time.

This piece was originally published
in The Tribune on December 24, 2004
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ROOPINDER SINGH

URJ JAWAHAR SINGH WALA,

Three remote villages
in Punjabs Malwa
region have assumed
centrestage of the
protests triggered by
incidents of sacrilege.
Thetension is
palpable, troubling
questions elicit few
answers. Despite the
unease, the villagers
remain cautious:
Nogoingbackto

the dreadful days
ofthe 1980s

The gurdwara in Burj Jawahar

Singh Wala village, from

where the bir of the holy Guru

Granth Sahib had gone
missing on June 1.

Bargari and Panjgrain Khurd are

Malwa villages used to being on the

sidelines, overshadowed by the his-
toric Guru ki Dhab Gurdwara on the Jaito-
Kotkapura road. Flustered residents tend
to skirt the sudden spotlight, but the
scrutiny is relentless, even though it yields
little understanding about what exactly is
happening in this remote area.

Political leaders have made a beeline to
the villages, and so have religious leaders
of various hues. Residents are agitated
over the incidents of sacrilege of Guru
Granth Sahib. The role of the police, espe-
cially its inefficiency and high-handed-
ness, comes in for criticism, but anger,
even rage, is reserved for the ruling party
and its administrative machinery. Yet,
there is a conscious effort to avoid falling
into a trap that would evoke the dark
decade of the 1980s.

The gurdwara at Burj Jawahar Singh
Wala is situated on one of the main roads in
thevillage. It is a small and neat place with
the granthi’s quarters built in. It is difficult
toimagine how someone could pick up the
bir of Guru Granth Sahib, given its bulk
and weight, but that is what happened on
June 1. An FIR was registered, but the
police did precious little to investigate the
matter, a delay that was to cost them and
the state dear.

Four months later, residents of nearby
Bargari woke up to the disturbing sight of
several pages torn from Guru Granth Sahib
scattered around the village gurdwara on
October 12. This caused immense conster-
nation. The scattered sheets, reverentially
called ang (literally limbs), were gathered
and taken away in a tractor-trailer.

Villagers of the area linked the pages to
the bir that had gone missing from the
Burj Jawahar Singh Wala Gurdwara.
There had been no visible police activity in
tracking the bir, and thus, public anger
focused on the police inaction, which was
perceived as indifference.

People took to the streets, and the near-
by town of Kotkapura became the focus of
the protesters, who sat down at an intersec-
tion, bringing to halt the traffic move-
ment. Many held lathis, some even
swords, but they remained peaceful —lan-
garwas served, and speeches made.

The police attempt to disperse the pro-
testers using water cannons and lathis,
even arresting some, backfired. Villagers
poured into the area, and the local admin-
istration backtracked, releasing the pro-
testers. A video of the water cannon and
police action went viral, further inflaming
the situation. Later, as the crowds got big-
ger, there was firing by the police. At least
one person received bullet wounds.

Protesters blocked roads on October
14, the heavy police presence notwith-
standing. In the police firing at Behbal
Kalan, Gurjit Singh of Sarawan village
and Krishan Bhagwan Singh of Niami-
wala village were Killed.

In Sarawan, Pritam Singh Matharoo
sits on a charpoy in a well-built house.
Gurjit Singh’s grandfather is frail, yet
resilient. Even as locals point towards the
grieving household, the pall of gloom
over the area makes its own statement.
The young man was a motor mechanic. It
was in the nearby Kotkapura that he
learnt the trade, and the family’s pride in
his accomplishments is palpable.

The household has many symbols of
material success, a result of the family’s
expatriate history. The 27-year-old Gurjit
Singh was planning to migrate to Canada,
though his father and recently married
brother Jagdeep Singh work in Nairobi,
Kenya. This is a family of mechanics, and
the young man is remembered fondly by
his mother Amarjit Kaur and father Sadhu
Singh as being among the first to respond
to any call from the local gurdwara for vol-
unteers. He had joined the group of people
who were collecting langar and serving it to
protesters who had blocked National High-
way 15, a short distance from the village.

The family generally supported Gur-
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King up pieces of broken peace
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(From left) The brother, paternal grandfather, maternal grandfather and mother of Gurjit Singh, who was killed in police firing at Behbal Kalan on October 14. PHOTOS BY THE WRITER
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The mother and sister of Rupinder Singh and Jaswinder Singh, two brothers of Panjgrain
Khurd village who were arrested on charges of the blasphemous act at Bargari gurdwara.

jit’s acts of social service. There was
anger in the entire area because someone
had scattered pages from Guru Granth
Sahib at the nearby Bargari village.
Adding fuel to the fire was the fact that
the police had made no headway in locat-
ing a missing bir from Burj Jawahar
Singh Wala village. Provocative hand-
written posters had also been pasted near
Bargari gurdwara, putting forth a chal-
lenge to the Panthic leaders to identify
those accused of stealing the bir.

After simmering for a while, the religious
passions came to a boil. Protesters blocked
roads on October 14, and among them was

Gurjit. And the youth who died with him,
Krishan Bhagwan Singh of Niamiwala.
His house bears a forlorn look with a group
of women, including his mother, sitting on
a charpoy. His father Mohinder Singh is
wary of talking to strangers, and would
rather be left alone.

That’s also the case with Parminder
Kaur of Punjgrain Khurd village (on the
jurisdictional dividing line of Faridkot and
Moga districts). She will never forget what
happened in the early hours of October 16.
A team of a dozen or so policemen barged
into her house, seeking her brothers. Oth-
er policemen had surrounded the village.

They roughed her up and picked up
Jaswinder Singh, married less than a year
ago. The same night, they picked up her
father Darshan Singh and injured brother
Rupinder Singh from another house, and
two people from the village, Gurlal Singh
Rinka and Amandeep Singh. The charge:
involvement in the sacrilege.

The police also came to collect all cell
phones and handwriting samples of the
family. Darshan Singh, a street vendor, was
later let off. All were kept in illegal custody
and it was only on October 21 that the two
brothers were produced before a magis-
trate and formally remanded. Following
intervention of the agitated village folk,
Gurlal Singh Rinka and Amandeep Singh
were released on October 21.

Baldev Singh, sarpanch of Punjgrain
Khurd, is a proud ex-serviceman. He
returned to the village in 1998. Asked
about the family of the accused, he said:
“They are a Gursikh family, totally inno-
cent. I knew that Rupinder had earlier too
helped someone get the required funds for
his medical treatment.”

Many others in the village attest to the
devotion of the family, which has seen
rather tough times. They have been living
there for more than 50 years, and had only
recently been able to build a house, which
is far from complete, with cloth curtains
hanging where doors ought to be.

Parminder’s sisters are married into
devout families, and she is studying for
her Master’s degree in Punjabi. Rupinder
was known to be active in various religious
endeavours, as well as turban-tying com-
petitions. The practically unanimous sup-
port from the village and many loopholes
in the police “evidence” against Rupinder
helped create an atmosphere where they
were eventually released on November 2,
with the police saying that they did not
have sufficient evidence against them to
keep them in jail or custody.

By this time, the police version had been
discredited, the Director General of Police
replaced and political leaders made a bee-
line for this hitherto sleepy and unknown
corner of Punjab.

The gurdwara at Burj Jawahar Singh
Wala now has CCTV cameras, as do many
others, and people’s endeavour to not
allow the situation to take a communal
turn is being tested as more incidents of
sacrilege come to light and the authorities
are no nearer catching those responsible.

roopinder@tribuneindia.com
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1 Politics without

k || ideology is the
root of the
problem. Our
politics has
become
personality-
oriented and we
see the same economic agenda
that is advocated by people who
are supposed to be poles apart.
We have a feudalistic structure
that is not democracy-friendly, and
since we go from one election to
another, we have short-sighted
economic planning and do not
plan for the future.
Prof Paramijit Singh Romana, AUTHOR-ACADEMICIAN

] People take to the
streets because
they have no way
to express
themselves.

= Thinkers played a
s - greatrolein
SN European
revolutions, but our intellectuals
like to stay away from politics.
However, politics has a
fundamental impact on our lives.
The issue of farmers’ suicide is
causing anger. The bedrock of
rural economy is farming and if
afarmer dies, it impacts not
only his family, but others too.
Neetu Arora, POET-AUTHOR-ACADEMICIAN

The SGPC has not
been able to
provide proper
leadership after it
backtracked on
the Nanakshahi
Calendar. The
youth is angry

on various issues and is taking

to the streets.

Balwant Singh Nandgarh,

FORMER JATHEDAR, TAKHT SRI DAMDAMA SAHIB

%

Getting a sense of it all

B ATHINDA has grown into a rich town with infrastruc-

ture that could be the envy of many places in Punjab.

The pocket borough of the first family of Punjab poli-
tics stands far ahead of other towns of the state in many
regards, yet there is a palpable sense of rage against the
ruling dispensation.
The failure of the cotton crop badly singed the farmers and
they blame the government for the questionable insecticide
that was supplied to them. As one activist put it: “The first
target of the anger is the local representative of the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal or the SGPC, but soon it goes up to the most
visible targets, the Chief Minister and the Deputy Chief Min-
ister.” Remedial measures undertaken by the government
are perceived as a case of too little, too late. SGPC mem-
bers have largely been marginalised.

Incidents of desecration have hurt religious sentiments.
However, people are wary, the timing is suspicious and there
is a sense that some “agencies” are behind them. The
attempt to pin the blame on Dera followers was unsuccess-
ful, and people have managed to keep their cool in spite of a
number of provocative incidents in various villages. For this,
the credit goes to the ordinary man on the street, who is wise

enough to avoid falling into any trap that would communalise
the situation. Coupled with this is active and visible support
from non-Sikh communities, especially in urban areas.

A perception of initial apathy by the police, and highhand-
edness in dealing with the protests that sprang later, fed
public anger. After two suspects were arrested from Panj-
grain Khurd, the village was unanimous in asserting their
innocence in any blasphemous activity. The police eventual-
ly released the suspects, and lost credibility in the process.
More arrests have been made, and some people have
allegedly confessed to their role in other desecration inci-
dents, but the police have yet to provide a credible answer
to the question of who has done all this and why. However,
the recent change in the police leadership, and subse-
quently in the manner of its operation, has already yielded
some positive results.

Political parties are now active in the region, and this is
making new headlines. It would be utterly irresponsible of
politicians to exploit a situation like this. SAD leaders speak
of the situation taking a political turn. This is true, but noth-
ing new. The public anger is against the political establish-
ment, now other parties too have jumped into the fray. The
cauldron is simmering at the moment, every sane person
would want it to cool down, not to boil over.
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Nowhere was

the Emergency

asstoutly
resisted as in
Punjab, where
the Shiromani
Akali Dal
launched a
series of
protests in
which tens of
thousands of
Akali workers
and leaders

courted arrest.

“We were offered ‘rule’ it we didn’'t oppose”

ROOPINDER SINGH &
SARBJIT DHALIWAL

EMOCRATIC freedom was

suspended and India effec-

tively placed under a dictator-

ship after the imposition of
an “internal emergency” from the night
of June 25, 1975, by President Fakhrud-
din Ali Ahmed, acting on the advice of
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

Nowhere was it as stoutly resisted as in
Punjab, where the Shiromani Akali Dal
launched a series of protests in which
tens of thousands of Akali workers and
leaders courted arrest. As Punjab Chief
Minister Parkash Singh Badal told The
Tribune, Shiromani Akali Dal leaders
were assured that they could ‘rule’ Pun-
jab provided they didn’t oppose the
Emergency, but they spurned the offer.
The morcha continued till the Emer-
gency was lifted in 1977.

Four decades after the promulgation
of the Emergency, Badal goes down
memory lane to talk about his life
behind bars and some lessons that can
be drawn from the painful experiences
of that time.

On ‘mistakes’ like the Emergency

In life, more so in politics, when some-
one takes a wrong step, he or she can
have a mighty fall. I have great respect
for our Prime Ministers but some of
them made mistakes for which they
paid a terrible price.

If we look at history, we see how Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, a great man, never
recovered from how he miscalculated
China’s response and the subsequent
loss of Indian territory. Lal Bahadur
Shastri took to heart the critical
response to his decision to sign the
peace agreement between India and
Pakistan after the war of 1965, so much
so that he lost his life with the shock that
very night. Rajiv Gandhi sent the Indian
Army to Sri Lanka, and this led to a great
loss for the Army and to him personally.

Now if we look at Indira Gandhi, she
committed two Himalayan blunders —
the imposition of the Emergency and
the attack on Harmandar Sahib.
Imposing the Emergency was a blun-
der. No matter how shrewd she was, she
did not understand the sentiments of
people. Various people are said to have
influenced her, but the final decision, in
both cases, was hers alone. She had to
pay the price for that also, since the
country has a democratic foundation
that its people firmly believe in. Even
when she lifted the Emergency, she did
so because she was unable to judge the
mood of the people.

On Akali Dal’s role

I am very proud that the Shiromani
Akali Dal was the only political party in
India which took a principled stand

Punjab Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal: The Shiromani Akali Dal’s role during the Emergency has not been acknowledged PHOTO: ROOPINDER SINGH

against the Emergency. It followed the
teachings of the Gurus to fight against
injustice, coercion and oppression of
the people. The very first day that the
Emergency was imposed, we held a
meeting at Amritsar to discuss the situ-
ation. A messenger from Indira Gandhi
brought the offer of perpetual ‘rule’
with no interference from the Congress
government at the Centre, if we did not
oppose the Emergency.

We, however, were not bothered about
ruling Punjab. We had to consider what
role to play, given our history and her-

itage. We decided to launch a morcha
against the Emergency. We were the
only political party to launch a series of
protests against the Emergency.

At the very beginning, top leaders like
Jathedar Gurcharan Singh Tohra and
Jagdev Singh Talwandi and I courted
arrest (barring Sant Harchand Singh Lon-
gowal, who was to organise the morcha).
We led from the front, even though it was
said that only our bones would be returned
to our homes after the Emergency.

I feel distressed that the role of the
Shiromani Akali Dal has not been given

The declaration of Emergency carried in The Tribune on June 27,1975 Parkash Singh Badal addresses a rally after the Emergency in Muktsar

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

LAHORE, FRIDAY, JUNE 25,1915

A Governor in Council for U.P.

AT last the Pioneer has come to the conclusion that there is no insur-
mountable barrier to the creation of a Governor in Council for the
United Provinces by means of executive action. It has shattered to
pieces the bogey of impossibility conjured up by the Calcutta English-
man and pointed out how with perfect legality the Province of Agra
can be raised to a Presidency and Oudh subsequently added to it. In
this case, it appears, there will be a small difficulty as regards Legisla-
tive Council, but it can be overcome in U.P, as in Bengal. It is no small
relief to find the Pioneer conclude as follows: "A consideration of the
Consolidation Bill and of the existing provisions of the law therefore
appears to show that there is no insurmountable difficulty in proceed-
ings in the first instance by executive action to constitute a Governor-
in-Council for the United Provinces, but such action would require to
be supplemented by legislation on the lines of that undertaken for
Bengal by the Government of India Act, 1912."

The New Secretary of State for India
THE LONDON correspondent of a contemporary points out the good

due recognition. Whenever the nation
has faced any challenge, our leaders
have stood up for secular values and for
the nation, yet we are called communal,
even separatists.

On being imprisoned

I was jailed for 19 months in various
places, Ludhiana for a little while and
Tihar Jail in Delhi for the longest peri-
od. Tihar Jail had the largest concen-
tration of political prisoners. I had
Chaudhary Charan Singh, Atma Singh
and Maharani Gayatri Devi’s son as
my barrack mates.

Tihar Jail was an unusual place. A saint-
ly man was accused of being a tantric
who had influenced the Allahabad High
Court judgment against Indira Gandhi.
He and his son were incarcerated with us.
He told me that he did not expect to live
long, because he would only drink cow’s
milk and water from the Ganga. “We will
get you cow’s milk, but Gangajal will
take time,” I told him.

Many warders had cows in the jail,
which were fed food meant for the pris-
oners. So we arranged the milk and lat-
er got him his water too. He told me to
get a register so that he could repay
me. I got it and he would give me a
nuskha every day.

Initially, we are not allowed to meet

other political prisoners, but later the
conditions were relaxed and we held
some preliminary discussions about
forming a political group that became
the Janata Party. I met my family infre-
quently, and that too in the presence of
ajail superintendent and a person from
the Intelligence Bureau. Sukhbir was
only 14 at the time.

The Akali Dal workers had courted
arrest because they were on a mission.
Akali Dal workers have never sought
to reduce their sentence by tendering
an apology. There were people who
did not seek any relaxation even to
attend the funeral of their sons. The
nation has not understood, let alone
recognise, the true contribution of the
Shiromani Akali Dal.

When the Emergency was lifted

We were released after the Emer-
gency. We were, naturally, out of touch
with what was happening outside the
jail. We decided to go the Golden Tem-
ple to offer our obeisance. You can’t
imagine the reception we got. The
towns on the way were decorated as if
for a wedding party. Members of vari-
ous associations would be waiting out-
side the city to welcome us. I have
never seen a similar level of respect
being accorded to those in politics as I
did during that time.

Mrs Gandhi had declared elections
soon after lifting the Emergency. When
we contested the elections, we did not
have to ask for votes, we did not need
funds to run our campaigns, but the
money kept pouring in. The response
cut across all sectarian and divisive
lines. People voted for us on their own.

I remember a man at Bhawanigarh
Mandi, wearing worn-out clothes. When
people were giving me money for the
elections, he dropped a wallet in my lap.
T asked him to stay and he did so. When
the crowd had thinned down, I told him
that I appreciated his gesture, but we
did not need the money.

“I had come to the market to buy gro-
ceries for my family and I had brought
the Rs 80 that we had. But when I saw
all this, I thought that I must contribute
to the cause, we will manage somehow,”
he said, adding that he would be offend-
ed if I did not take his money. Such was
the spirit at that time.

Why Janata Party failed

There were many sub-units in the Jana-
ta Party, and even after they had
merged, they continued to work in var-
ious directions, often at cross-purposes.
Indira Gandhi’s arrest, too, was a mis-
take. It triggered off a sympathy wave
among the people.

Lessons from the Emergency

Indians are deeply democratic, and
anyone who tampers with this spirit
pays a price. Indira Gandhi paid the
price of this mistake. Everyone, espe-
cially the rulers, should realise that the
Indian people do not tolerate injustice,
coercion and oppression. Political peo-
ple at all levels should be judicious in
dealing with people at large, including
their political opponents.

You do not have the right to trouble
anyone. I have helped out my oppo-
nents when they needed my assistance.
I put in a word to Morarji Desai to bring
Harcharan Singh Brar, who had fought
an election against me, as Governor
from Orissa to Haryana.

People do not tolerate any injustice.
I feel that once the elections are over,
everyone must work together for
common goals.

points of Mr. Austen Chamberlain and says that they are of impor-
tance to the guidance of Indian affairs at this important juncture.
From his undergraduate days at the Trinity College Mr. Chamberlain
was distinguished, says the writer, for his high sense of duty and
steadfast conscientiousness and these qualities he still retains. He
refers to the fact that the late Mr. Gladstone listened with eager pleas-
ure to "Austen's" Maiden speech and congratulate his father upon it,
predicting for his son a great career. It remains to be seen how the new
Secretary of State directs the affairs of this great country.
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The Khushwant Singh Literary Festival, which begins at Kasauli today, is a celebration of the creativity

of India’s most-read author, who has lived life on his own terms and continues to do so at 97

With a bit of malice and loads of fun

RoOPINDER SINGH

OLUMNIST,

journalist, scholar,

historian, diplomat

and lawyer—
Khushwant Singh wears
many hats, even as he seldom
sports the turban these days.
But then, at 97, he can pretty
much do what he wants to
now, which is what he has
done most of his life.

Lakhs of readers in India
meet Khushwant Singh
through his columns translated
into many languages and pub-
lished across the country. His
books have contributed sub-
stantially to Indian literature
and the study of Sikhism. He
has raised controversies, lived
life to the fullest, and now is
one of the rare individuals hav-
ing a literary event named after
him— the Khushwant Singh
Literary Festival — which gets
off to a start today at his
favourite hill station, Kasauli.

Khushwant Singh was one of
the earliest students of Mod-
ern School, Delhi, after which
he attended St Stephen’s Col-
lege, Delhi, where he was more
devoted to tennis than aca-
demics. He did clear his Inter-
mediate Arts exam and went
to Government College,
Lahore, to study law, a pursuit
that took him to England,
where he did his LLB at King’s
College, London.

London introduced him to
different shades of romance.
He met his wife-to-be there.
Kaval Malik, daughter of Sir
Teja Singh Malik, whom he
remembered as a gawky
schoolmate. By then she was
a much-sought-after beauty.
His earlier misadventures in
the UK are faithfully docu-
mented in Truth, Love & A
Little Malice, his autobiogra-
phy, an engaging and candid
account of his life.

After he returned to India,
Khushwant Singh tried to
make a living as a pleader,
without notable success. He,
however, put his time in
Lahore to good use by spend-
ing as much of it as he could
with many creative people and
literary luminaries in the cul-
tural capital of North India.

The Partition made him
move from Lahore to Delhi,
the city that his father, Sir

Khushwant Singh observes nature

and often writes about it

Photo courtesy: Khushwant Singh:
In the Name of the Father. Roli Books

Sobha Singh, helped to build
as a contractor. He also
moved away from law and
focused his energy on writing.
What he saw as he left Lahore
became the subject of a story,
Mano Majra, which won him
a $1,000 prize from Grove
Press. The story of Mano
Majra village became the
famous Train to Pakistan
(first published in January
1956), and established him as
a creative writer.

Scholar first

Unlike many  writers,
Khushwant Singh scholarly
work dominates the early
period, when he translated
parts of Sikh scriptural
texts, worked for the
Unesco and lived with his
family, which now included
his son Rahul and daughter
Mala, in Paris. Two years

later, he quit, without a job
in hand. Earlier, he had
served in Canada and the
UK as an Indian diplomat,
but left the service, much to
his father’s disappointment.

An editorship of Yojana, a
government  publication,
came his way in 1957, but he
did not find it fulfilling. With
the support of the Rockefeller
Foundation, he wrote A His-
tory of the Sikhs, followed by
abiography of Maharaja Ran-
jit Singh and a book on the
Anglo-Sikh wars — all came
out in the four years that
Khushwant Singh spent on
this project, during which
period he also taught at the
University of Rochester,
Princeton University and Uni-
versity of Hawaii.

Lucidity and research define
these volumes, and both point
towards the disciplined person

that the writer is, contrary to a
carefully cultivated image of a
bohemian and an epicurean, a
persona most people are famil-
iar with, and indeed identify
with, somewhat erroneously.

Personal discipline

He is known to drink only
Scotch or single malt, and in
case the host doesn’t have his
brand, the grand old man will
get one himself, and the guests
are welcome to drink from it,
as long as he is there with them.
Dinner has to be served at the
proper time (by 8 p.m.) and he
retires early, even if the party
is at his home and the guest is
Rajiv Gandhi.

Khushwant Singh is a dis-
ciplined person. He gets up
and writes every morning,
takes his deadlines seriously.
He is knowledgeable about
birds, trees, flowers and var-

. o LITERARY
TIMELINE

The

The

The Mark of Vishnu and Other Stories, 1950

History of Sikhs, 1953

Train to Pakistan, 1956
The Voice of God and Other Stories, 1957
| Shall Not Hear the Nightingale, 1959

Sikhs Today, 1959

The Fall of the Kingdom of the Punjab, 1962
Ranjit Singh: The Maharajah of the Punjab, 1963
Ghadar 1915: India's First Armed Revolution, 1966
A Bride for the Sahib and Other Stories, 1967
Black Jasmine, 1971

Tragedy of Punjab, 1984

Delhi: A Novel, 1990

Sex, Scotch and Scholarship: Selected
Writings, 1992

1 Not a Nice Man to Know: The Best of

ious aspects of nature.

As his son Rahul Singh likes
to point out, it was a case of
father following the son into a
profession. Rahul had been an
Assistant Editor with The
Times of India in Bombay for
five years, when Khushwant
Singh was offered the editor-
ship of The Illustrated Weekly
of India. Rahul left Bombay
to become the first Indian edi-
tor of Reader’s Digest. Since
Kaval did not want to move
from Delhi, Khushwant Singh
moved into the PG accommo-
dation that Rahul had previ-
ously occupied in Bombay.

Stint as editor

The Illustrated Weekly of
India soon became the most
sought-after magazine. Its cir-
culation grew from one lakh
to over four lakh copies per
week. Khushwant Singh men-

Khushwant Singh, 1993
We Indians, 1993

tored bright journalists who
became successful editors
later, including M J Akbar,
Bachi Karkaria, Bikram
Vohra, and even JIS (Jiggs)
Kalra, the famous cook book
writer and food critic.
Khushwant Singh was at the
top of the world, till it all came
crashing down with his abrupt
removal, evidently at political
behest. The writer returned to
Delhi where later he was to edit
The National Herald and even-
tually The Hindustan Times,
where he had a three-year stint.

Controversies & courage

Khushwant Singh and con-
troversies often went hand in
hand. Be it the salacious
details of gossip that make
way into his columns and
writing, his fondness for
Scotch and girls who gossip,
he is a man of contrasts and
has unfailingly waged a war
against priggish mindsets.

He liked Indira Gandhi but
opposed the Emergency. He
was fond of Sanjay Gandhi
and his wife Maneka, and paid
the price for it when Indira
Gandhi turned against Mane-
ka, and Khushwant Singh
refused to do so. On the other
hand, it was Maneka Gand-
hi’s petition to the Supreme
Court that held up the publi-
cation of the author’s autobi-
ography for five years!

He was among the few who
stood up to Sant Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale and the extrem-
ists, and wrote fearlessly
against them. This earned him
a place on the hit list of the
militants who called him a
Congress stooge. It was with
that party’s support that he
became a member of Rajya
Sabha from 1980-1986. His
returning the Padma Bhushan,
awarded to him 10 years ear-
lier, to protest against Opera-
tion Bluestar earned him the
wrath of Congress leaders and
many others.

He was awarded the Padma
Vibhushan in 2007, a decora-
tion he proudly accepted. How-
ever, controversies often arise
because of what he writes. Ben-
galis were upset with him for
his comments on Rabindranath
Tagore, Marathas lambasted
him for what he said about
Shivaji, but he has managed to
take it all in his stride

He is an ardent admirer of
Mahatma Gandhi and Moth-
er Teresa, but the admiration
comes with reservations.

His admirers come from all
sections of society, and
include some of the most
prominent people, Indians
and foreigners alike.

Popular columnist

Tens of lakhs of readers in
India read Khushwant Singh’s
columns. This Above All is
published weekly in The Tri-
bune and in many other news-
papers in many languages.
With Malice Towards One and
All, is published in the Hin-
dustan Times.

He has a unique ability to
reach out to ordinary readers,
inform and entertain them on
contemporary issues. He getsa
laugh, generates controversies,
and comments daringly on
issues. He engages his readers
and they have made him India’s
most read columnist ever. He is
generous in endorsing writers
and in writing about their books
in his columns.

Many readers write to him,
and most are pleasantly sur-
prised to get back a handwrit-
ten postcard reply from him.
“Thave always tried to reply to
every letter that I get,” he says.

Family man

He played tennis at Delhi
Gymkhana Club, as did his
wife Kaval. Widely regarded
as an independent person with
strong likes and dislikes, she
was the strength behind the suc-
cess of the family to which she
devoted her life. Kaval passed
away in 2002, after battling
Alzheimer’s disease.

The devotion with which her
family—Mala, now an author
and an editor, Rahul and
Khushwant Singh—looked
after her in those years is still
talked about by those who
know the family closely.

Everyone one meets has a
Khushwant Singh story to
tell, either something that has
been read, or an interaction
that became a memorable
moment, or some inspiration
that changed the direction of
a person’s life. Such is the
man who has lived life on his
own terms and has never
allowed the inkwell of his cre-
ativity to run dry.

Women and Men in My Life, 1995

Paradise and Other Stories, 2004
Death at My Doorstep, 2005
The lllustrated History of the Sikhs, 2006
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FESTIVAL

HIGHLIGHTS

VENUE: KASAULI CLUB

Friday, October 12

INAUGURAL SESSION

5 p.m: Welcome address by
Ashok Chopra

5.05 to 6.30 p.m: “Till the
pen drops”, a film

Launch of ‘The Free
Thinkers Prayer Book’
Panelists: Mani Shankar
Aiyer, Lord Meghnad Desai,
Shobhaa De, Bachi
Karkaria, Rahul Singh
SESSION 2

6.30 to 7.30 p.m: Books 2
Movies and Beyond
Panellists: Rahul Bose,
Madhu Jain, Bhaichand Patel

Saturday, October 13

SESSION 3

9.30 to 10.20 a.m: Train to
Pakistan

Panellists: Mani Shankar
Aiyar, Lord Meghnad Desali,
Bachi Karkaria, Rahul Singh
SESSION 4

10.40 to 11.20 a.m: Art in
the Mountains

Panellists: Yashodhara
Dalmia, Dr B N Goswami
SESSION 5

11.20 a.m to 12:10 p.m:
Making of a Dream:
Sanawar and Kasauli
Panellists: Dr Harish Dhillon,
Mandeep Rai, Raaja Bhasin
SESSION 6

12.10 to 1 p.m: The Hills
are Alive

Panellists: Ruskin Bond,
Ganesh Saili

SESSION 7

2 to 2.50 p.m: Shobhaa and
Khushwant: where Mars
and Venus meet

Panellists: Shobhaa De,
Satish Jacob

SESSION 8

2.50 to 3.30 p.m: Many Par-
titions, Many Legacies: Faiz
Ahmed Faiz

Panelist: Salima Hashmi
SESSION 9

3:45 to 4:35 p.m: A Passion
Unchained: Dagshai & its
Jail Museum

Panelist: Anand Sethi
SESSION 10

4.35 to 5.25 p.m: A Home in
Himachal

Panellists: Romi Khosla,
Raaja Bhasin

SESSION 11

5.25 to 6.15 p.m: Transla-
tions from the Hindi Heartland
Panelist: Gillian Wright

Sunday, October 14

SESSION 12

9.30 to 10.20 a.m: Holidays
in Kasauli

Panellists: Deepti Naval,
Navtej Sarna, Inderjit Bad-
hwar, Minakshi Chaudhury
SESSION 14

11.25 a.m to 12.15 p.m:

Declaring Love in Four Languages, by
Khushwant Singh and Sharda Kaushik, 1997
The Company of Women, 1999

Truth, Love and a Little Malice

(an autobiography), 2002

The End of India, 2003

Burial at the Sea, 2004

Why | Supported the Emergency:
Essays and Profiles, 2009

History of the Sikhs
Panellists: Navtej Sarna,

The Sunset Club, 2010 Suneet Aiyar

Agnostic Khushwant Singh, There is SESSION 15

no GOD, 2012 12.15t0 1.10 p.m: The
The Freethnker's Prayerbook, 2012 Terrorist

Selective list Panellists: Juggie Bhasin,

Lt Gen (Retd) Kamal Davar

NATIONAL INSTITUTE
& RESEARCH

TENDER NOTICE NO.59

OF TECHNICAL TEACHERS' TRAINING
, SECTOR-26, CHANDIGARH

(Established by Government. of India, Ministry of Human
Resource Development)
Phone 0172-2759500, 2759514, 2759602
Website: www.nitttrchd.ac.in

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are invited from registered contractors / firms for improving
Internal roads in campus by laying cement concrete interlocking paver blocks and
cement concrete chequered tiles (Interlocking Paver Blocks and Chequered
Tiles shall be provided by the Institute). Detailed requirements and specifications
are available on the Institute Website. Last date for receipt of completed /
downloaded tender document is 30" Octaber, 2012 upto 5,00 p.m. Technical and
financial bids shall have to be submitted in two separate envelopes.

DIRECTOR

[] ]
== NHPC Limited
EE‘E‘FE;{‘“ (AG t of India Ent ’m)’ e
'Y/ =/ &8 overnment of India Enterprise
AN Chamera Power Station-ll, Karian, Distt.: Chamba (H.P.)

No. NH/CH-II/P-52 of 2012-13/12/4054-57
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
On line electronic bids are invited for and on behalf of NHPC Limited for
the work, Supply and installation of submersible pump for replacement of
VT Pump No. 1 to CPS-ll, Chamba (H.P.) with estimated cost of Rs. 40
lacs. Tender sale date starts from 11.10.2012 to 09.11.2012, Last date of
receipt of tender 12.11.2012 upto 15:00 hours and date of opening
of tender 12.11.2012 at 15:30 hours. For further details/Tender
documents downloading visit Website: www.nhpcindia.com
Link on e-procurement. Manager (C&P)

Dated : 08.10.2012

All above 18 Yrs of age
Entry Fee Rs 300/-
1* Prize 45,000/-

‘2&, ROORKEE MARATHON 2012
7 21 OCT 2012

OUR VETERANS OUR INSPIRATION

THE BENGAL SAPPERS PRESENT TO YOU
THE ROORKEE MARATHON AND HALF MARATHON
ON 21 OCT 2012 WHICH IS BEING DEDICATED

TO OUR VETERANS - OUR INSPIRATION
EVENT 1 EVENT 2
ROORKEE MARATHON ROORKEE HALF MARATHON
42 Kms 21 Kms

All above 18 Yrs of age
Entry Fee Rs 300/-
1* Prize 17,500/-

EVENT 3

Total Prizes Worth 2.3 Lakhs
And a range of attractive Souvenirs

EVENT 4

RUN FOR FUN RUN FOR HEALTH
5 Kms 6 Kms
For Ladies and Children For Senior Citizen & Veterans
No Entry Fee (above 60 Years)
1* Prize 1,000/- No Entry Fee
1* Prize 15,000/-
FOR ALL EVENTS

Venue : Pavilion Ground BEG & Centre, Roorkee
Time for Reporting :
For Further Details and registration Contact :
9456378432, 7830603041 & 8057206895
(Please register before 19" Oct 2012)

0530h, 21 Oct 2012

D.H.B.YV.N

Sh Raj Singh Hooda Pharmacist U/S S/o Sh
Sultan Singh resident of House No. 135 Ward No. 13
behind Siani College (Mohalla Sainipura) Rohtak
working under City Divn. DHBVN Bhiwani was
attached with the L.O. DHBVN Gurgaon and is running
absconding from duty since August, 2008. The official
was placed under suspension vide SE/Admn. DHBVN
Hisar, O/o No. 254/GM/Admn. dated 27.09.2011. The
Headquarter of the official has been fixed under
C.A.O. DHBVN Hisar. But is not marking his daily
attendance in the office of C.A.O. DHBVN Hisar.

The chargesheet bearing memorandum No.
35/ENG-2406 dated-15.02.11 and chargesheet No. 83
ENG-2406 dated 24.05.2012 were issued against him
by SE/Admn. DHBVN Hisar were sent to his home
address through Regtd. Post and by deputing special
messenger by this office. But whereabout of the official
is not known. So the above said chargesheets could
not be delivered to him.

Through this notice the official is requested to join
his duty at once and acknowledge/receipt the said
chargesheets. Otherwise exparte decision will be
taken against him without any further notice.

Sd/- Xen OP City Divn.
DHBVN, Bhiwani

e PRDH/3220

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD
GURU NANAK DEV THERMAL

PLANT BATHINDA

CORRIGENDUM
The opening date of Tender Enquiry No TP/OM/59/P-288
for the Procurement of Spares for boiler feed pump 200KH-
S has been extended. The last date for issue of tender
specifications shall be 08.11.2012 (17:00 Hrs.). The tenders
shall now be accepted up to 11.30 a.m. on 15.11.2012 and
opened on the same day at 12.00 Noon.
All other terms & conditions shall remain unchanged.
Detailed NIT may be down loaded from PSPCL website
(www.pspcl.in)

>

Sd/- Dy. CE/Headquarters,
For CE/Thermal, GNDTP, Bathinda

= TRC-26024

UTTAR HARYANA BIILI VITRAN NIGAM

Notice Inviting Tender

. MISSION DIRECTOR NATIONAL
: RURAL HEALTH MISSION, J&K

Jammu Office: Regional Institute of Health &
Family Welfare, Nagrota, Jammu.
Telefax: 0191-2674114; 2674244; email: mdnrhmjk@gmail.com
Kashmir Office: J&K Housing Board Complex,
Chanapora, Srinagar — 190015
Telefax: 0194-2430359; email: dnokashmir@gmail.com

AR,
AL
Qg

e e v e
(2005-2012)

Information about Tender Notice

This is for the information of interested parties that a tender
notice on Vehicle Tracking & Management System has been
issued by Rate Contract Committee No. 1 of Health and Medical
Education Department, Govt. of Jammu and Kashmir and is available
on www.jktenders.gov.in with following information.

Tender ID : 2012-HME_3321_1
e-published Date : 05-Oct-2012, 04:00 p.m.
Closing Date : 05-Nov-2012, 02:00 p.m.

Interested parties are requested to participate.

Sd/- Mission Director
NRHM, J&K

— DIP/J-NB 1889

Sr.| NIT No. Brief Scope of Last Date of
No.| and Date Work Submission of Bids
(Date and Time)

1. |NIT No.-2/ |Supply of material/ | Date of sale of tender
Turnkey/ |equipments & 22.10.20121t007.11.2012
TWC/OCJ- |erection, testing & |(9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)
12-13 commissioning of |&

releasing of 239
Nos. HT/LT
Tubewell
connections under
'‘OP' Divn UHBVN,
Safidon.

08.11.2012 Up to

12:00 Noon

Last date of submission
of tender 08.11.2012

up to 1:00 p.m.

Date of opening of tender
08.11.2012 at 3:00 p.m.

are available on the

Detailed terms and conditions
website www.uhbvn.com

Sd/-

Superintending Engineer,
Operation Circle, UHBVN,
Jind (Hr.).

Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural

224 Sciences & Technology of Jammu
Chatha, Jammu (J&K) — 180 009 (www.skuast.org)

TENDER NOTICE FOR SUPPLY OF LABORATORY EQUIPMENTS/
INSTRUMENTS/FARM MACHINERY AND DIESEL GENERATOR SETS
For and on behalf of Vice-Chancellor, SKUAST-J sealed tenders on prescribed
tender form affixed with revenue stamps worth Rs. 5/- are invited from the reputed
original manufacturers/Authorized Dealers for supply/installation/commissioning of

Laboratory Equipments/Instruments/Farm Machinery and Diesel Generator Sets for the
period of 2012-13.

The tender documents shall be issued against the payment of non-refundable/non-
transferable tender fee of Rs 1000/- only in the shape of Demand Draft drawn in favour
of Comptroller SKUAST-J. The tenders are required to be submitted along with earnest
money deposit @ 2% of the quoted cost of the Laboratory Equipments/ Instruments/Farm
Machinery and Rs. 80,000 for Diesel Generator Sets, respectively, only in the shape of
CDR/FDR pledged in favour of Comptroller SKUAST-J.

The detailed tender documents, containing specifications, terms and conditions etc.
can be obtained from the office of the Chairman, Central Purchase Committee/ Director
Extension, SKUAST-J Chatha, as per following schedule

Tender document will be sold from 10.10.2012
Last date of submission of tender 09.11.2012 till 2:00 p.m.
Date of opening of tenders 09.11.2012 at 2:00 p.m.

The tender document can also be downloaded from our website www.skuast.org,
in that event an additional DD of Rs 1000/- needs to be enclosed in addition to earnest
money with the bid.

No: AU/FVSJ/VPA/2230 Sd/- Member Secretary CPC (Equipment)

= PRDH/3216

o

Dated: 05.10.2012
" DIPAJ-1131-P

SKUAST-J
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ROOPINDER SINGH

E did all the things
top achievers are not
supposed to do:

dropped out of college,
popped ‘acid’, took off from
home in search of spiritual-
ism ... but then, nothing suc-
ceeds like success. Today, he
is recognised as the super-
successful man who came
back after being thrown out
of the company he co-found-
ed to make it the most valu-
able company in the world.

Steven Paul Jobs had much
stacked against him when he
was born on February 24,
1955, at San Francisco,
California. Abdulfattah
Jandali and Joanne Simpson,
his biological father and
mother and University of
Wisconsin graduate students,
gave him for adoption since
they were not married at that
time. He got love and affec-
tion from Paul and Clara
Jobs who adopted him, but
not many material things.
Paul was a machinist and did
not have much money, so
Steve grew up in a house that
did not even have a colour
TV in Palo Alto, where the
family moved soon after
Steve was adopted.

Tall and lanky (he is 6°2”)
Steve went to Cupertino
Junior High School and
Homestead High School in
Cupertino, California. He
met his first girlfriend,
Chris-Ann Brennans, at
Homestead. Steve often
attended lectures at the
Hewlett-Packard Company
in Palo Alto, California. It
was there in 1969 that he
met someone older who
shared his first name and
was called Woz by all.

The Jobs stretched their
budget to make good their
promise to Steve’s biologi-
cal parents that they would
provide him with college
education. However, fate
had something else in store
for him. He did enrol in
Reed College in Portland,
Oregon in 1973, only to
drop out after one semester.
It was in 1974 that he got a
job at the game-maker
Atari, but he left it and took
a backpacking trip to India
with a friend. Jobs became a
Buddhist, and went back to

JOB(S) WELL DONE

He’s a dream weaver. The tech czar, who gave the bits and bytes of a binary world an
artistic touch, has made millions crave for his iConic Apple gadgets

California.

By next year, Steve and
Wozniak began assembling
Apple computers and sell-
ing them to hobbyists.
Later, Steve showed off his
Apple I at various computer
forums, and by 1976 he,
Wozniak and Ron Wayne
had formally formed Apple
Computer Inc.

Apple II, introduced in
1978, became a huge hit in
the US. Another bit of news
hit Jobs on the personal
front. He had a daughter,
Lisa. Initially, he denied
that Brennan's daughter was
his, but two years later, con-

STEVE JOBS
THE LAST WORD

ceded to it.

It was not Apple that
invented the ubiqui-
tous graphical user
interface (GUI), but
Steve saw its poten-
tial when he was
shown it at a Xerox
lab. He licensed the
technology and incorpo-
rated it in all his computers.

The GUI liberated com-
puter users from the world
of DOS. No longer were
command strings needed to
use a computer, you got it
out of the box, assembled it,
put the power on and were
greeted by the smiling Mac.
You clicked on icons to
launch applications. Life
suddenly became simple....
Under all this was a power-
ful computer with well-
written software programs,
which did all the work but
had a surprisingly well-
thought-out interface that
made Mac the darling of the
creative community at the
core of an ever- expanding
Mac fan club.

Mac showcased the ele-
gance of design, and the
attention to detail that was
to be a hallmark of Apple
products When Mac really
clicked in 1984, Steve
seemed to be at the pinnacle
of his glory, by having
made it to the cover of the
Time magazine two years
earlier. The Chicago font of
the original Macs saw the
impact of calligraphic class

S o

on Jobs. He also credits the
course for his attention to
aesthetics and his obsession
with design.

As he said in an interview
to Playboy in 1985: “We
think the Mac will sell zil-
lions, but we didn’t build

the Mac for anybody else.
We built it for ourselves. We
were the group of people
who were going to judge
whether it was great or not.
We weren’t going to go out
and do market research. We
just wanted to build the best

Pak court allows setting
up of panel for India visit

LAHORE, AUGUST 28
The Pakistan government
can set up a commission to
be sent to India to record
the statements of key wit-
nesses in the 2008 Mumbai
attack case, an anti-terror-
ism court has ruled.

"Now the government of
Pakistan will constitute
the commis-
sion in the
light of the
court's order.
The govern-
ment will
also speak to
India and
finalise
modalities in
this regard,"
said prosecu-
tor Chaudhry
Zulifgar, who
had filed the
application.

The order
for the set-
ting up of the
commission
was given by
Shahid Rafique.

Zulifqar said the visit of
a Pakistani commission to
India was necessary to
make a headway in the
trial of seven accused,
including LeT commander
Zakiaur Rehman, being
held in Pakistan.

The prosecution

Judge

had

MUMBAI ATTACKS

informed the court that it
wanted to record the state-
ments of over 20 witnesses
in India, but the defence
was of the view that it
would be a "futile" activity.

The court has adjourned
the case hearing, being held
at Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi
owing to security issue, till
September 10.

The prose-
cution  had
earlier
informed the
court that the
Indian gov-
ernment had
agreed in
principle to
allow the
Pakistani
commission
to interview
four persons
- two doctors,
a magistrate
who had
recorded the
confessional
statement of Ajmal Kasab,
the lone surviving attack-
er, and the police officer
who led the investigation
into the Mumbai incident.

Incidentally, the trial had
been marred by repeated
delays. Rafique is the fifth
judge to hear the case
since proceedings began
in 2009. — PTI
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Heavy rain disrupfs train,

air
'aci Y

People with umbrellas wade through a street filled with
rain water in Mumbai on Sunday. — PTI

MumBAI, AUGUST 28

Heavy rain continued to lash
the city for the second consec-
utive day today, disrupting rail
and air traffic and causing
inconvenience to commuters.

According to
Brihanmumbai  Municipal
Corporation's Disaster

Management Cell, the city
recorded 57.6 mm of rain,
eastern suburbs received 36.6
mm while western suburbs
recorded 32.2 mm of rainfall
from 8.30 am to 2.30 pm.

Trains on the central line are
running late by at least 20-25
minutes while traffic on the
western line is late by at least
15 minutes, officials said.

nﬁmm

Mumbai
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Road traffic was slow, but
there were no snarls on any of
the arterial routes. However,
air traffic was disrupted for a
while this morning on
account of the incessant rains
that resulted in poor visibility.

“Due to persistent rain and
visibility dropping drastical-
ly below 450m, flight opera-
tions at the international air-
port were suspended twice
for about 20 minutes. This
resulted in two go-around of
flights which landed safely
later. All operations are
presently  normal,” a
Mumbai International
Airport Limited (MIAL)
spokesperson said. — PTI

thing we could build.”

Then came the fall. Steve
was ousted from the compa-
ny by the man who he had
brought in as the CEO, John
Sculley, in 1985.

He started a new venture
NeXT, bought a film anima-
tion company and formed
Pixar. Steve also rediscov-
ered his biological mother
and his sister. His biological
parents had married each
other after he was adopted
and their daughter is a
famous novelist, Mona
Simpson. However, Jobs’
biological parents divorced
after a few years and Steve
has not reconnected with his
biological father, who lives
in the US NeXT cube
attracted money and talent,
and it became an expensive
but very capable computer
when it was launched in
1988. Pixar also introduced
a film, Tin Toy, which won
the Academy Award for
Best Animated Short Film.
Steve, too, was attracted to
a 27-year-old Stanford
University MBA student,
Laurene Powell. He was 36
when he married her in

March 1991. They
had a Buddhist
ceremony. They

have three chil-
dren and their
son, Reed Paul

Jobs, named after

Steve’s college and father,
was born in September that
year. They also have two
daughters, Erin (born 1995)
and Eve (born 1998).

In spite of a bad beginning,
Lisa Nicole and her father too
have reconciled over the
years. As she says in her
blog: “In California, my
mother had raised me mostly
alone..My father was rich
and renowned and later, as 1
got to know him, went on
vacations with him, and then
lived with him for a few
years, I saw another, more
glamorous world. The two
sides didn’t mix, and I missed
one when I had the other.”

Steve came back to Apple
in 1997 and within a year
made it profitable. With piz-
zazz, he introduced the rev-
olutionary iMac, and within
a year Power Mac G3. He
killed the floppy drive years
before others did, and intro-

duced the USB.

Laptops were iBooks and
all this was backed by a
vision of software and hard-
ware that was truly stagger-
ing. iMovie,  became
Apple's first Digital Hub
software. Steve became
Apple’s CEO officially in
2000 and the new millenni-
um saw the introduction of
the Mac OS X and the ill-
fated Power Mac G4 Cube.
It is not that Apple does not
make bad products, it just
learns from each failure.

The Mac eco-system, in
which the users got every-
thing without stepping out-
side the Apple universe got
a major boost with online
iTunes opened on 2001, fol-
lowed by one for Windows.
Steve Jobs had changed for-
ever the way we would lis-
ten to music, and in the
process gave the music
industry a new direction.
On the personal front, how-
ever, he was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer.

Yet work continued.
iPhone, which was released
in 2007, simply changed the
way the world uses a cell-
phone, spawning many imi-
tations, which are now sub-
ject of patent litigation.

So did iPad, which came
into hands of millions of
eager consumers last year,
and yet again changed our
relationship with technology.
The laptop is dead? Not real-
ly, but we have a revolution-
ary change in our hands. As
Jobs said at the 2010 speech
at iPad's debut: “It's in
Apple's DNA that technology
alone is not enough. It's tech-
nology married with liberal
arts, married with the human-
ities, that yields the results
that make our hearts sing.”

What next? Much is being
made of Jobs’ resignation as
the CEO. His successor has
been hand-picked by him.
He is still the Chairman of
Apple. Steve believes that he
has infused Apple with the
dream that was clear in 1984,
when he released the
Macintosh computer: “We're
gambling on our vision, and
we would rather do that than
make ‘me too’ products. Let
some other companies do
that. For us, it's always the
next dream.” And it lives on.

ANITA KATYAL

Rise of Congress’ young turks

HE ANNA Hazare crisis witnessed the emer-
Tgence of Congress’ young MPs who had earlier

been lurking on the margins. Lok Sabha MP
Sandeep Dikshit, son of Delhi CM, came into his own
as he effectively used his earlier links with NGOs to
open a dialogue with Hazare’s associates, who were
clearly wary of talking to the government.

Other young turks, including Jitin Prasada, RPN
Singh, Milind Deora, Sachin Pilot and Jyotiraditya
Scindia were roped in to communicate the government
viewpoint on news channels after Nehru-Gandhi scion
Rahul Gandhi finally broke his silence and spoke on
the Lokpal Bill in the Lok Sabha last week.

The group was closeted with Finance Minister Pranab
Mukherjee in his Parliament House office for quite
some time on Saturday where they were briefed on the
party line. Scindia was chosen to speak in Parliament
while others were encouraged to participate in televi-

sion debates.

Congress spokesperson Manish Tewari was a notable
absentee. Once a favourite on news channels, the
party yanked him off air following the strong public
reaction to his declaration that Anna was corrupt.

When Gadkari was left with no option

It is no state secret that BJP president Nitin Gadkari is
an RSS nominee and is quick to follow the mother

organisation’s directions.

It was after he received a diktat from the RSS that
Gadkari reversed the party position and dashed off a
letter to Anna Hazare, pledging his party’s support to

the Jan Lokpal Bill.

His party colleagues, who
were not consulted, were
caught off-guard as the BJP
had strong reservations about
the Bill prepared by Team
Anna and had made its posi-
tion known both inside and
outside Parliament.

By writing this letter, Gad-
kari himself went against the
grain as he is not particular-
ly taken in by the Anna phe-

nomenon like all other politicians from Maharashtra.
Gadkari never stops making fun of him in private con-

versations.

In one of his candid story-telling sessions recently,
Gadkari narrated the truth about the now-famous story
about how Anna succeeded in forcing then Maharashra
CM Manohar Joshi to remove four “corrupt” ministers.

It is being said that Joshi, who wanted to drop the
ministers but was unable to do so because of various
pressures, passed on incriminating documents about
them to Anna who promptly went on a fast to demand

their removal.

Nitin Gadkari
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THE MAKING OF THE REVOLUTIONARY

Bhagat Singh was a well-read, articulate young man who significantly impacted Indian history and left
behind a legacy that even 80 years after his martyrdom is still very much a part of our cultural ethos

RooPINDER SINGH

OMMITTED communi-

cator, perceptive, pas-

sionate, admirable...any

young person would be

flattered to be the subject

of any one of these adjectives. What
would happen if all of them, and many
more, were used for the same person?
Well, he would be a legend—
Shaheed. The legacy of the man is
such that his name sounds incomplete
without this prefix. Bhagat Singh, the
freedom fighter, has been immor-
talised as martyr, so much so that we
often forget to
acknowledge the
person who
accomplished the

BHAGAT SINGH

istan, he was studying at DAV High
School, Lahore, by this time. It was regard-
ed by the British as a “nursery of seditious
activities”. Bhagat Singh was precocious,
but not studious. He read a wide range of
books, and was fluent in Urdu, and he
used this language to write his first letter
to his grandfather, Arjun Singh.

He was 14 when, on February 20,
1921, at Nankana Sahib, the birthplace
of Guru Nanak, there was an incident
that left a deep impact on him. Narain
Das, who was the custodian of
Nankana Sahib, and his men, fired on
Akali protesters. The firing was wide-
ly condemned, and an agitation was
launched till the
control of this his-
toric gurdwara was
restored to the

feats that helped
change the course
of Indian history.

Was it his sacrifice alone that made
Bhagat Singh great? No, not at all! There
is much more to this man who did not get
to celebrate his 24th birthday, but has left
arobust and inspiring legacy recognised
even 80 years after he was martyred, so
much so that numerous political groups
want to appropriate his legacy.

To understand Bhagat Singh is a diffi-
cult task. Though he did not live for
long, as we journey through his life, we
realise that it was action-packed—events
around him shaped Bhagat Singh’s mind.
Eventually, he was to have a tremen-
dous effect on shaping history.

The Punjab, during the days of Bha-
gat Singh’s childhood, was in turmoil.
He was only 12-year-old when, on
April 13, 1919, Brigadier-General
Reginald Dyer ordered his soldiers to
open fire on an unarmed gathering of
men, women and children at Jallian-
wala Bagh, Amritsar. The firing lasted
about 10 minutes and 1,600 rounds
were fired. Official sources placed the
casualties at 379, others said the num-
ber was over 1,000, with more than
2,000 wounded. It is one of the most
horrific events of Indian history.

Although Bhagat Singh initially studied
at District Board Primary School in Banga,
Layalpur district, which is now in Pak-
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Sikhs. Bhagat
Singh served lan-
gar (food) to vol-
unteers who passed through his vil-
lage on their way to Nankana Sahib.

When he was 16, there came the Jaito
Morcha of 1923, which was an Akali
agitation for the restoration of Mahara-
jaRipudaman Singh of Nabha who had
strong nationalistic sympathies.

It was in this backdrop of unrest and
the harsh coercive power of the state,
which was being used to quell legiti-
mate protests, that Bhagat Singh the
martyr was shaped. Often the youth are
accused of being rudderless, but what
is forgotten is that sometimes young
people have a clear vision of what they
see as their role in future, and single-
mindedly work on it.

By the time he was 16, Bhagat Singh
had made conscious choices about what
he had to do with his life—he dedicat-
ed it to the cause of securing freedom
for India. In doing so, he did not follow
the constitutional approach of B.G.
Gokhale and his supporters. Mahatma
Gandhi’s non-cooperation movement
did not hold his interest for long. For
Bhagat Singh his course lay in follow-
ing a revolutionary course, even if it
meant taking a route of violence in fac-
ing the might of the British Raj.

In 1923, Bhagat Singh joined Nation-
al College, Lahore, where he made a

lllustration: Sandeep Joshi

positive impression, academically. He
was also a member of the college dra-
matics society. One of the very few pic-
tures available of Bhagat Singh is a por-
trait of the members of dramatics club
taken at National College in 1921-22.
The picture features Bhagat sporting a
turban, with beard on his face. By that
time, he was fluent in Urdu, Hindi, Gur-
mukhi, English, and Sanskrit.

In the article, Why I am an Atheist,
Bhagat Singh writes about his days at
college: “Though a favourite with some
professors and disliked by certain oth-
ers, I was never an industrious or stu-

dious boy. I could not get any chance of
indulging in such feelings as vanity. I
was rather a boy with a shy nature, who
had certain pessimistic dispositions
about (my) future career.”

Bhagat Singh won an essay competi-
tion organised by the Punjab Hindi
Sahitya Sammelan in 1923. His essay,
Punjab’s Language and Script, quotes
Punjabi literature and discusses the
problems of the Punjab.

He joined the Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association, and a year later,
upon being pressurised by his family,
which wanted him to get married, Bha-

Date of Birth: September 28, 1907.

Place of Birth: Chak No. 105, Banga
village, Jaranwala Tehsil, Lyalpur dis-
trict, now in Pakistan.

Grandfather: Arjan Singh.

Father: Kishan Singh.

Mother: Vidyawati.

Siblings: Jagat Singh, Kulbir Singh,
Kultar Singh, Rajinder Singh, Ranbir,
Amar Kaur, Sumitra (Parkash Kaur),
Shakuntla.

Education: Primary School, Banga,
Lyalpur; DAV School, Lahore; Nation-
al College, Lahore (passed FAand left
while doing BA).

Historical highlights

1924: Left his parents and went to
Kanpur to work with other revolu-
tionary leaders.

1926: Established Naujwan Bharat
Sabha, Lahore.

1928: December 17—shot dead
Saunders.

1929: April 8—threw bomb in Central
Legislative Assembly, was arrested.

1930: October 7—Awarded death
sentence by the Special Tribunal in
Lahore.

1931: March 23— Hanged till death
at Central Jail, Lahore.

gat Singh left his house in Lahore and
went to Kanpur. In a note left behind for
his father, Bhagat Singh said: “My life
has been dedicated to the noblest cause,
that of the freedom of the country.
Therefore, there is no rest or worldly
desire that can lure me now....”
Bhagat Singh was arrested in 1927 on
charges of association with the Kakori
Train Robbery Case. He was also
accused of being responsible for a bomb
explosion at Lahore during the Dussehra
fair. He was let off for good behaviour
against a heavy security of Rs 60,000.
In September 1928, a meeting of var-

ious revolutionaries from across India
was called in Delhi under the banner of
the Kirti Kissan Party. Bhagat Singh
was the secretary of the meet. His later
revolutionary activities were carried out
as a leader of this association.

Bhagat Singh and his compatriots killed
a British police officer to avenge the
death of Lala Lajpat Rai who succumbed
to his injuries following a brutal beating
by the police. Later, Bhagat Singh and
Batukeshwar Dutt, another revolutionary,
threw a bomb in the Lahore Assembly to
protest against the Defence of India Act
which gave more power to the police.

They were arrested and imprisoned.
Bhagat Singh used all his court appear-
ances not to press for his acquittal or
freedom but to espouse the cause of the
freedom of the nation, till the very last,
and, in fact, even beyond that.

Shaheed Bhagat Singh became an
even more potent rallying point against
the Raj than Bhagat Singh alive. The slo-
gan Inqulab Zindabad that he has ral-
lied under, as he lived the life of a rev-
olutionary, was now substituted by
another one—Bhagat Singh Zindabad.

Shaheed Bhagat Singh became too
much of an icon—everyone wanted to
adopt him. In the course of the decades
that followed, the young man was appro-
priated by political groups that claimed
him as their own, earlier, and even now,
as we have recently seen in Punjab.

We should be grateful that Bhagat
Singh wrote a fair deal and through his
articles and diaries, we get glimpses of
the mind of the man. The picture that
emerges is of a person with an intellect
and expression far beyond his years. He
was well read, and a number of his let-
ters from the Lahore Jail refer to books
or request his friends to send him book
and other reading material. On March
23, 1931, Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and
Sukhdev were hanged in Lahore.

He was a nationalist, a hero and a
youth who became an icon. Even as
political parties seek mileage by asso-
ciating with his name, one cannot but
help feeling that Bhagat Singh would
have taken to task the pretenders who
are not, by any stretch of imagination,
as committed to ideals as he was.

Chavan says he wasn’t aware

of negative report on Thomas

Mumbai: Making a state-
ment in the Assembly on
Tuesday, Maharashtra's CM
Prithviraj Chavan said he was
not aware of any negative
report or criminal cases
against former  Central
Vigilance Commissioner PJ
Thomas, who had to quit in
controversial circumstances.

Chavan, who was minister

attached to the PMO in New
Delhi before taking over as the
Chief Minister last year, said
he had suggested three names,
including one serving bureau-
crat for the CVC post.
According to the CM, the
Central Vigilance
Commission in a letter dated
June 25, 2007, had cleared the
name of Thomas. — TNS
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Wedding of the

ANITA KATYAL
OuR PoLiTicAL CORRESPONDENT

New DELHI, MARCH 22
The who’s who in Delhi is
vying with each other for an
invite to what promises to be
“the wedding of the season.”
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi’s political secretary
Ahmed Patel’s son, Faizal, is
to be married to Zainub on
March 25 and the wedding
reception is to be held two
days later at a bungalow on
Aurangzeb Road. The bride
belongs to Kashmir’s well-
known Nedous family, which
is also related to the Abdul-
lahs. The couple, it is learnt,

Cong chief Sonia Gandhi’s
political secretary Ahmed
Patel’s son, Faizal, is to be
married on March 25. The
reception is to be held two
days later at a bungalow on
Aurangzeb Road

were studying together.
Given Patel’s understated
persona and the Congress
president’s repeated emphasis
on austerity, the celebrations
are understandably slated to
be low-key. However, this
has not stopped the Capital’s
rich and powerful from mak-
ing discreet enquiries about a
possible invite for the March
27 reception. Their anxiety is

season!

understandable as Patel is
arguably the most powerful
leader in the Congress, next
only to the party president.

Realising that the wedding
could become the talking point
in Delhi, Patel has exercised
extreme caution and the recep-
tion invitation lists his daugh-
ter and son-in-law as hosts.

It is learnt, the groom will
wear a ‘sherwani’, created by
Tarun Tahiliani, while thr
bride’s ‘lehanga’ has been
designed by Rohit Bal. The
‘nikaah’ on Friday will be pre-
ceded by a ‘mehndi’ ceremo-
ny and a special Kashmiri
night, which is being hosted
by the bride’s family.

Karunanidhi invites Vaiko to join DMK front

CHENNAI, MARCH 22

In an astute move to exploit
the exit of MDMK leader
Vaiko from the AIADMK
alliance, Tamil Nadu CM
and DMK chief M
Karunanidhi has invited the
pro-Tiger leader to join the
DMK front for the oncoming
Assembly elections. In a let-

ter in party organ "Mura-
soli", Karunanidhi referred to
the decision of Vaiko to leave
the AIADMK front and boy-
cott the elections and said the
pro-LTTE leader's support
would ensure a thumping
victory for the DMK.
Describing Vaiko as a
"striped tiger" and "coura-

geous Indrajit" (son of
Ravana, who is hailed as a
hero by the Dravidian
movement), Karunanidhi
said all younger brothers of
DMK founder CN
Annadurai  should join
hands and troop back to face
the "Aryan attack against
Dravidians". — TNS
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* Free warranty for 1,00,000km
» Assured low maintenance cost

1.2l SMARTECH Engine
18.6 km/l Mileage

80.5 PS Power

Automatic Climate Control
Integrated MP3 Player
Dual Airbags & ABS
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Call 30308080 to book a
test drive today (prefix local 5TO code)

Ludhiana inclusive of savings. Features menﬁoneg
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BEAT ALSO AVAILABLE WITH FACTORY FITTED LPG

For (5D Enquiry please contact: AMBALA/FARIDABAD: Tel: 98963 21860, 3811662432; HISSAR/GURGAON/ROHTAK/KARNAL/YAMUNANAGAR: Tel: 99928 88833,
95822 16505/99902 53251, 80538 80005, 99961 16986, 93150 6600E; PUNJAB: Tel: 92169 11473, 98141 64164, 93888 86258; RAJASTHAN: Tel: 98295 55111, 34140 53389,
97833 01032; UTTAR PRADESH: Tel: 93115 90326, 98390 99209, 93896 13092.

For more information visit: Chandigarh: Dynamic, Tel: 0172-5033333, 9914110606; Panchkula: RSA Motors, Tel: 0172-5040000, 97816 69999; PUNJAB: Ludhiana: Padam, Tel: 0161-2510014, 32163 50136; Pioneer, Tel: 0161-5055900, 97815 11117;
alandhar: Aakritl, Tel: 0181-5003333, 98147 37777 Patlala: Padam, Tel: 0175-2663813, 32169 11462; Mn§a: Padam, Tel: 01636-225755, 92163 50135; BhatInda: Padam, Tel: 0164-2760111, 92163 50205; Hoshla?ur: Bedl; Tel: 01882-324239,
9149 20060; Sangrur: Padam, Tel: 01672-231639, 92169 11461; Amritsar: 5V Motors, Tel: 9814002799, 98 1

Aaryaman, Tel: 0184-22200T1, 99961 16990; Panipat: Aaryaman, Tel: 99961 16973; Sonepat: Malwa; Tel: 0130-2219384/5, 94160 19386; Rohtak: Badhwar, Tel: 01262-257612-13, B0598 B0004-09; Hissar: Vibhushan, Tel: 01662-222224-5,

99928 88822/33; Sirsa: Padam, Tel: 01666-244445, 092159 25309; Kurukshetra: VPS, Tel: 01744-231050, 92157 15723; Yamuna Nagar: Oberoi, Tel: 01732-212010, 93150 66006; Ambala: Tel: 0171-30308080; Rewari: Vardhman Tel: 01274-250440,

97296 36000; HP: Shimla: Rajvir, Tel: 0177-2674284, 93180 96010; Mandi: Ramhari Motors, Tel: 01905-225692, 093187 26063;

KC Motars, Tel: 0191-2465759/69, 72980 02929; Srinagar: KC Motars, Tel: 0194-2443188; 92050 25111. Terms and conditions apply. Chevrolst promise offer applies to the maintenance and repairs carried at the Chevrolet authorized service stations for & period of

45000km or 3 years, whichever is earlier. Excluding 1 Repairs due to accident, external damage, natural disaster, waterloﬁging and racesirallies 2 Tyres 3 Batteries 4 Accessories 5. Car care and detailing products. *Price mentioned abova is for enfry level variant of Beat in

and accessories shown will vary by modél and may not be a part of the standard equipment. “Warranty coverage 3 years/1,00,000km (whichever is earlier). Insurance, Registration charges and cther government levies
additional. *Mileage menfioned above is as per ARAL. For full terms and conditions, please contact your nearest dealership.

Special Offer for
Corporates & Doctors.

Buy your Chevrolet Beat today
and get Free Insurance &
Gift Cheque worth35000

54 44421; Pathankot: Platinum, Tel: 0186-2257024, 99889 25454; Ropar: Padam, Tel: 01881-500093, 9

angra: Jaishree, Tel: 01892-260600, 93186 22600; Solan: Rajvir, Tel: 93185 96040, 93180 91039; J&K: Jammu:

ALL NEW
SMARTECH

ENGINE

'BEST DESIGN"
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EXCHANGE
BONUS OF
UP TO

<30,000
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CORPORATE OFFER | TOTAL SAUINGS
MODEL CASH BENEFIT | EXCHANGE BONUS | FINANCE OFFER (cAT C) UPTO
DISTA (QUADRAJET 8.99% RATE
& SAFIRE) < 15,000 < 25,000 OF INTEREST < 6,500 < 64,000
MANZA ¥ 10,000 < 30,000 < 12,000 < 72,000
INDICA eli2 INTRODUCTORY PRICE (EX-SHOWROOM-NEL DELHI) : T 3.95 LAKH DIESEL, T 2.95 LAHH PETROL

2223121/9781991809.

EXCHANGE tHroucH For details call: 1800-209-7979 or visit www.cars.tatamotors.com Test-drive and place orders at AMBALA: FREE :

L7 N e ie: ) Metro Mofors Ph: 4092200/9896799901. AMRITSAR: Automobile Kapoor's(india) Pvt Ltd. Bye Pass Ph: = 4
=0 =1=e)| 2570451-53/9876424993, Ranjit Avenue Ph: 2502459/6536345/9876502727. BHATINDA: Mehta Motors PR s s e s s

. BHIWANI: Tridev Motors Ph: 255201/9992222351/74/355. CHANDIGARH: Hind Motors

v

Ph: 2658001/5080666/9814002197, Joshi Autozone Ph: 5050010/5050000/9815550556. HISSAR: Telmos Automabiles Ltd. Ph: 222081-82/9896420993.
HOSHIARPUR: Cargo Motors Ph: 509525/9855250102/8877534542. JALANDHAR: Kosmo Vehicles Pvi Lid. Ph: 5044700/9988086786, Cargo Motors Ph:
2243004-08/9814089926. JAMMU: National Garage Ph: 2562629/9797597366/336. KANGRA: JKR Motors Ph: 9218404656/9318551010. KARNAL: Malwa
Automobiles Pvi. Ltd. Ph: 9416011975/87. LUDHIANA: Dada Motors Ph: 6622017/00/9915739779, Garyson Motors Ph: 4699107/11/9814625655, Firojpur Road
Ph: 4699333/2551299/9814816536. MANDI: Satluj Motors Ph: 243245/9816042245. MOHALI: Hind Motors Ph: 5020222/9780012222. PANCHKULA: Banarsi Dass
Automobiles Ph: 5010000/8054604802. PANIPAT: Malwa Automobiles Ph: 2671881-82/9416203304. PATHANKOT: CPL Motors Pvt. Ltd. Ph: 2247330/9914619459.
PATIALA: Hemant Goyal Motors Ph: 2302401/3780888391. ROHTAK: Raj Mators Ph: 211991/92/93/9728031273/75/03. SIRSA: Telmos Ph: 242581/9896420996.
SOLAN: J P Motors Ph: 228396/9805092315/19. SONEPAT: Swan Motors Ph: 6991501/1601/9215017771. SRINAGAR: Fair Deal Motors Ph: 2487079/2496897/
9906961258/9205081622. YAMUNANAGAR: Metro Motors Ph: 312220/9896699903. *Finance at sole discretion of HDFC bank. Total savings for top end variant.

Terms & Conditions apply.
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